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location and Area.

Tlio ili-trii--t to uliirli tlii:. r.'i'nrt ri'hite^ i? iu (he I'ruviiK-i- >'i

QuuLto. south cf the St. J.awrt'iiOL-, between the St. Fruuoi- ;uiil

I'liauilii-re rivers. The aria ...ver which work was done is le— than

lit iiiiKs in wi(hh. ami aliuut *ii miles in leiiirth. Tli iioi-tlieru

extnmity. near Beauceville. is 40 miles from the St. Lawrem-e

riv.r, and the most ^outherl^• iioiiit to whieh the work has heeu

carried is near IJiehmoiid about tjit miles from the St, Lawretve.

History.

Oiniral Jlit^lory.—'l'hv '-lose of the Freneli regime iu Canada

—

17G:j—saw many jiarts of the St. Lawreuec (ilaiu opened for settle-

ment; but the hiiiliiaiids were as yet initouehed, and remained to lor

a generation later. i'oUowing the seiiaration of L'liper Canada

(Ontario) from Ixiwer Canada (.Quebee) in IT'.'l. a more vigorous

colonization policy was adopted by the latter rrovinee, and the

purvey of the highlands was !iei ]5v the mode of survey then

adopted, the land was divided into townships, approxin.ately square;

and these were subdivided into ranges and lot;. The shape thus

given to land holdings ,ii-tinguished the district from the portions

previoudy surveyed in the plain, ii' whicli long ranges parallel to

fo-uc line nf travel were subdivided into long, narrow farms. From

the nioile of survey and the location of the district, it gained the

name of the Ka-tcrn Townships.

The ear'.iest settlements were made about tiie beginning of t:ie

19th century by emigrants from the neighbouring New Kngland

States; a portion of wlioni Wi-re I'nited Kmiiire J-oyali?t-. 'I ho

hr«t lands occupied were those alous;- Lakes Memphremagog and

Ivlassawippi, and in the valley .if tb.- St. Franci? river.

In onlcr to cinncct tli.-e e.irly settlcmi'iit- witli the city ot

Quebec—both for commercial and strategic iiurjioses—a road, which

still bears his name. \va^ pro.iei. ' 1 by (iovernor Craig in l>'i'). 1

was afterward built from. (Juebcc to the St. Francis river, at Ri'-li-

mond. I'.y means of this road and the tio-ford road, which wa-

built Some years later, farther to the eastward, emigrants from the

])i-iti-b Isles rapidly occnincil tlie northern part of the district.

lii'twecn l^'ii' and l>>.">."i the main line of the firand Trnik rail-

way was btiilt from Montreal to Portland; thus crossing the di-trict
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