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position and architecture. " Then that is-

began, but the Italian cut him short.

"Yes. And won't you help me persuade Miss
Beverly that we've seen enough of this valley
now?"

"Why, the castle's for sale!" cried Virginia
suddenly, before Roger Broom had had time to
speak.

She pointed to one of the tall gate-posts at the
foot of the hill, close to the road, which showed a
notice-board announcing in both French and
Italian that the Chateau de la Roche was to be
sold, permission to view being obtainable within.
" Poor people, they must have been reduced to

sad straits indeed I " murmured Sir Roger, look-
ing at the board with its faded lettering, half
defaced by time and weather.

" Yes, it was all very unfortunate, very miser-
able," Loria said hastily. " Shall we go back ? "

The Englishman seemed hardly to hear. " I'd

seen photographs of the valley, but I'd quite
forgotten, until suddenly it began to look familiar.

Then, all in a flash, I remembered."

"What do you remember; and why do you
call this the Valley of the Shadow?" demanded


