gravely wrong. Yet America was unique in

its ability to expose and deal with a shock-

ing massacre in the midst of a war. For
many other countries the question posed

by Watergate has always been not “Could
it happen here?” but “Could we cope with

At its two-hundredth anniversary,
America has been through one of the
deepIy-troubIed. periods that at intervals
have marked its history. This one has
been far less violent than the terrible dis-
cords over slavery that culminated in the
Civil War. It has brought incomparably
less hardship than the Great Depression.
The problems, nonetheless, have been
grave and, as with those earlier periods,
the solutions will probably demand new
political coalitions and alignments that

make the U.S, Constitution, the British
North America Act and the Treaty of
Versailles rolled into one seem as straight-

To begin with, the American way of

President Ford, for example, an-

lence of It is equally valid to point to the
progress evident in race relations and to
1y how | | the gravity of the urban and financial
me: ican problems of New York. One represents
d iasti progress towards the historic American
1 Points ideal of egalitarianism; the other, the ex-
oduced: | | treme difficulty, not limited to America, the exposure of it?”
L b its § {in contending with the problems of urban.
Lies has | | izaticn on an unprecedented scale that has
vhen its § | prought all but a small minority from the
S mul- § | couniryside to increasingly-congested ur-
nc has § | pan clusters. Although the American pol-
essional F 1 jtical process has not yet recovered fully
val le of § | from the strains of Watergate, the political
tc gov- [ | system itself proved strong and healthy
a ways R | enoush to force from office a President who
had grossly offended the standards of his
> a tthor B { coun rymen and to prosecute successfully
ril teral §{ henci:men who had turned to illegalities in
bi: ty of 1 his s::pport. Watergate and My Lai have
ha the B charscteristics in common. Both were have not yet been worked out.
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1¢ lerate
¢ :strial §f Canacans who, every four years or so,
ne : last B find {1emselves feeling ever so slightly
-, The M quilty because they never quite under-
r reces- f{stand how Americans go about electing  forward as a five-year-old’s bedtime story.
r onths. El their “‘resident should forthwith uncon-
1 2 been [l ditionz ily pardon themselves. The fact is choosing a leader must be longer than that
1 ing of BYthat A nericans don’t understand it either. of any other country in the world. Most
¢ 1ploy- C: rtainly, tucked away in political  casual observers of the process, if asked,
| science departments from Boston to would tell you that it begins in the spring
o great [ Berkle , from Washington State to Texas of every election year (which is every leap
a many g{4 and M, there are professors who are,  year) with the New Hampshire primary.
< — are fshould someone incautiously ask, capable  This is wrong — it begins much earlier.
¢ Amer- glof suf--cating the life out of any dinner
~"anada Bbarty -.ith g complete explanation. But  nounced that he would be a candidate in
< to the Blthousay 45 of intelligent, usually well- 1976 back in J uly 1975 — fully 16 months
. The §1nform 1 Americans — to say nothing of  before voting day (November 2). Ford’s
o | the gre. ¢ unwashed and apathetic masses challenger for the Republican nomination,
| 1 year, 1~ have mly the vaguest notion. And even Ronald Reagan, the former Grade-B movie
 /hat i Ethe cov itry’s politicians, some of whom  star who became Governor of California,
{ demo-§ l?eCOme involved in the process, or would announced that he was in the running in
- nchi§ K {'ke to, .re normally far from expert. November, and months before that a
d fo_l- , h- reason is simply that the proce-  committee had been formed on his behalf
of this J fdure fo, electing a President of the United  to raise funds for his campaign, once it
oo B Plates very complicated indeed. Com-  was announced. Jimmy Carter, the former
simpl Mitted t , baper with precision, an explana-  Governor of Georgia who, as this is written,
tion of ihe process would, by comparison, is in the process of establishing himself as
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