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itle of the ballots is nozv at the grand height. The prognostîcation
'ýAD1AN CouRiER correspondent was made days before the battlc
the time of witiisg the two first heats have becn run. The Liberals
the lead; score io6 to 92. The Unionists have been predicting that
9 a day would give them a majority of one. So far they have gained
9ut half that -rate.

V' people in the Old Country, and a good
any others outside, -have been smitten
1 election fever-smitten pretty hadly,
o, for this isn't an omdinary general elec-
Ong way. Scares are thickly in the air,
;Orne of these are of the familiar stock
re is quite a refreshiing number of brand

e long bee n used to the croaking that
going to the dogs and that miîn stares

Ice--croaking that blissfully ignores tbe
'ade returns and the officiai statisties that
ctly decmeasing unemployment and pau-
equaily steadiiy increasing sobriety and

is, that the ordinarily sane and intelli-
as the sense to realise that tbese things
ment and paupemism, sobriety and thrift
in England anyway, governed, and are
fltally infiuenced, by the circumstance
Is Party or-that is in power.
course the German bogey has been trot-
in, with ahi the blare of tbe brass trum-
jingg press. 0f course, everybody sees

ild, be the'best thing for Germany to
Pttes between England and France, Itahy,
in, and Portugal, and to "have a go" at
German politicians, our jingo friends
stuch amateurs at the game that they
Iind to the practical certainty that, in a
Ingiand, which would necessarily be a
'Ostly ,business, Germany, whether she
,would haveiost irretrievably her place

t commercial arena while she was, fight-
Y Opportunity that would be fully grasp-
lon-combatants.
re plenty of ocher bogeys-stage proper-
Il aiways be resurrected at these times,
goodness, there is, after all something

UIC about or to listen to. Socialism is
e being toid, on the rampage-fiery, red-
1-with-the-monarchy Socialism i These
re, at preserit, only Britis~h working men,
s Of state eduicatian, and are reaily decent
table fellows outside of the drinking
ut, are not there violent Socialists and
ini otber countries-inen wbo throw
preach and act murder-and might not
sts taice it into their heads to imitate
riental namesakes ? Weli, well, the pros-

imminent. "We don't think.V" as the

Trhe Rt. Hon. H,
Premier and l4beral Iýeader, wl

Budget has apparently

hangs on the constitutional
and Commons. The issule
Prime Minister bas raised
Gladstone fouight and lost
on the shaky gro>und of

rid. Sir Henry Campbell-
?hetic watchword declared
ahi prevail." Mmr. Asquith,

.B'"mantde, bas carried
Squestion must be settied

only the peg u-pon which it
Lie stands: Shail the Lords

ie , wnrci ini finaiii à.,

*ai eiec-

It seems tolerably certain tha~t Mr. Asquith and Mr. Lloyd-George u4ll
win. So far as Canadian candidates are concerned Liberals lead: Winners-
Sir Gilbert Parker, Unionist; Bonar Law, Unionist; Dr. Macnamara, Secretarv
to the Admiralty, Liberal; "Joe" Martin, Liberal; J. Allen Baker, Liberal;
Losers-Hamar Greenwood, Liberal; Shirley Benn, Unionist. However, it
scems certain that the Goverminent majority will be materially reduced.

tion that local self-government for Ireland will be
brougbt forward in the next Parliament, ýand the
Irish party bas issued a manifesto calling upon the
electors to vote, for Lîberai and Labour candidates.
The Labour party is satisfied, first, because the
Government bas passed a number of mensures tbat
were part of tbeir programme and intends to pass
more; and, secondly, because they beartily ap-
proved of the Budget and voted soiidly for it.

A more significant fact, bowever, than that tbe
Liberal Premier bas been strongly supported by tbe
Labour men in Parliament is seen in tbe arrange-
ments for fighting the General Election. Up.to now
there bas always been a good deal of friction be-
tween the Liberal and Labour parties at the polIs,
and the Labour leaders neyer iost an opportunity
of bringing forward a candidate in opposition to
the usuai Liberai and Conservative. Now, that bas
ahl been cbanged. Won over completely by the
Budget and the promise of further legisîntion deai-
inz with workmen's insurance against unemploy-
ment and sickness (on tbe German plan), 'the Eng-
iish Labour Party, although denying anything in the
shape of an official arrangement with the other
party, have smoothed matters very considerably for
the Government. Many Labour candidates have
been witbdrawn, and in every case wbat was iooked<
upon as a purely vexatious contest bas been oh-
viated. Meeting these advances, the Liberals have
stood down a numberof their candidates in favour
of Labour men, and here, again, three-coirnered
figlits -have been avoided. Previously many Con-
servatives have got in because of this splitting of
votes, but this unwritten compact between their
two foes will rob them of not a few seats.

SThe signîficance, therefore, of the understand-
ings between the Liberals, on the one side, and the
Irish party and the Labour party, on the other, lies
in the fact that the Conservatives have not been
able to count upon side isues to ]et in many of

H. Asquith, their nominees. As against that, tbe Peers b -ave
hoefigit on bei ofth corne out strongly as election speakers. Foliowing'

been successfui. Lord Rosebery's lead at the beginning of the Budget
controversy, promninent men of the Upper House
like Lords Curzon and Milner, and not a f ew of the
Dukes, have toured the country making rousing
election speeches.

But on eveiy side it is acknowledged that Mr.
Asquith can counit upon the strongest pohitical coin
bination of modemr tîmes. Evert Gladstone bad
neyer such a soiid support of talent, organisation,
and co-operation of interests to rely upon. There
is a serious tone about the utterances of responsibie
Conservative leaders, biended with something of
despondency and fatalism, that cannot be mistaken
to the Man who watches the signs of the times.
Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, an inspirinig and abie
leader, is sadly missed on the Opposition side. The
followers of Mr. Asquith, on the other hand, taldng
their eue f rom, the aboundinz confidence of their
head, as weil as from Mr. Lloyd-George, Mr. Win-
ston Churchill, Mr. Ure, and the mest, disphay no
anxiety as to the chances.

Both Irish and Labour leaders have predicted
a convincing majority for the Libemai Government,
and the general trend of semious opinion certainly
seems to indicate that Mr. Asquith wvill go back to
Westminster with a clear lead over bis opponents
Flot much red1uced from the uinprecedented majority
which lhis party secumed at the General Election of
1906.

The Actual Resuits
By the Editor

T HE real contest began on Saturday hast wheni
some seventy-four miemibers were eiected. At

the end of the day's voting the resuilt, including those
eiected by acclamation, was as folhows: Unionists
43, Liberals 37, Labou-rites 6 and Nationalists 5. The
Unionists gained one an-d iost one in Manchester.
They gained two in Devoniport, where Sir John
Jackçson and Sir IÇinloch Cooke had a great victory.
Th~e total Unionist gains were eighiteen. The Lii>-
crals made three gains,- defeating Mr. Joynlson Hicks


