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Pesoaltie s an d Pr oblem s
18-H on. Si-r Richard McBride

Merely a Car-Window Impression Got from a Very Snapshot Interviewv

SIR RICHARD MeBRIDE as once more been
in the East conferring with. the Government
of Canada upon a budget of topics affecting
British Columbia and Ottawa. Once more

he lias been manoeuvred and. right-flanked by the
newspapers, begirt by liobnobbing politicians and
conferenced more or less-by Cabinet Minîsters.
There must be a reason for lis popularity in Ottawa.
T he Premier-nay, the political and democratîc dic-
tator of British Columbia--does not come East or
cross the Atlantic merely for healtli or pleasure.
When he came back fromn England last yrear, a few
weeks before tlie culbute generale of September 21,
lie was connived at by public opinion, some of which
whispered througli a megaplione that lie should be
the mari to lead the Con-

Sela1i.
This or any other sponitaneous deliverance con-

cerning Sir R~ichard, who in terse communications
signe himself "R. McB,," ouglit to be somewhat of
a psalm. There is no clear way to interpret "Dick
McBride"' except througli the Iyric. Hie is some-
how a song and a dance and an exceeding great
stimulus ini living. Hie is the luminant, phosphores-
cent hope-star of the Pacific-this is no mere flamn-
hoyancy of jcrnrnalistic imagination either; for be-
hold what the Premier of ail Canada said about him,
before lie became Premier or his friend, Sir
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became an LL..B. In 1892 he was a barrister and
began the practice of law in Victoria, B.C. In
1896 lie made lis first stab at public life by being
defeated in the general election for the House of

<Commons, running for New Westminster. From
1898 tili 1907 lie was Liberal-Conservative member
of the local Legisiature for Dewdney, most of that
time as Minister of Mines; in 1902 leader of the
Opposition; 1903 and until now Premier of the
Province.

So lie lias neyer been a member of the House
of Commonis; and since British Columbia lias
forged aliead so rapidly lie lias found enougli to
occupy hie talents as Provincial Premier. Now,
witli an Opposition whidh the Lieutenant-Governor
keeps in a small glass case-what do we find? No
longer the need of just one railway; but more rail-
ways-and railways witli bonde guaranteed at $35,-
000 a mile in order to give British Columbia the
chance to grow into wliat she wants to be as the
great west gate to the Dominion of Canada.
Thougli jnst as surely there are critics who say
aloud that Sir Richard and lis con freres are wasting
the life of a Province, caring nothing for posterity.

It's some few years since R. K., of jungle-Book
fame, wrote a couple of luridly xnelancholy letters
about B. C. 1That was wlien lie probably didn't
happen to run across Richard McBride, or lie would
have blue-pencilled his sibylline o)seudo-ieremiads,

a couple of days; but he was wired to go'home. In
Ottawa he gave a syndicated interview to several
newspapers both in Ottawa and Montreal. The
things he said to and heard from. Pr emier Borden
were flot ptiblished. The interview was mainly
about the Navy.. But it said nothing about what
Sir Richard knows, concerning .the 'ýAdmiralty's
views and expectations more than lie knen when
lie was over there last 'year. He knows; but lie
doesn't tell it. Which is where a Premier differs,
fromn an editor.

In Toronto Sir Richard ,came and ýwent as quietly
as Santa Claus. He was at an hotel;'but lis namne
was flot on the register. None of the newspapers
mnterviewed him. When the writer of this got first
glimpse of him lie was at lunch in the big dining-
room. He was not alone. Two other kniglits were
with himý. The page bore him a brief note asking
for an equally brief interview. With true demno-
cratic bonJiWmie lie scrawled in pencil-never
bothers with a fountain pen when he's traveling-
"Shall try to see you here at 6.30. Thanks.
R. McB."

At 6.30 the teleplione. Clerk just about to cal1

off the number of the roomn was suddenly arrested
by the 'plione. Took an order-for sundries; roomn
so-and-so-which was the suite occupîed by the
Premier of Britishi Columbia.

"Oh !" to the interviewer. "Did you want to
-pý1iI Mn qir Richard Cartwrizht? Number thre
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