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Men of To-fDay
TheRoud-te-World Record
HARLES HENRY MEARS is trying^ to go

around the world in thirty-five days and
nineteen hours. Barring accidents lie wîi
arrive shortly at Victoria, B.C., on lis wayback to New York, whence hie started. The pre-sent record is held by a woman, who, in 1907, didthe rouind-the.world trip in thirty-nine days andsomie houirs. Previous to that the record Wassornewhere about seventy days.

The value of such a trip is the proof which it
gives Of the progress in. transportation facilities.The world is being made smaller by mecans of faststearnships, and faster railway trains. One hun-dred years ago, jules Verne had a dreami that soniieday a man would go "Round the World in Ninety
Days," and his imagination made a famous bookout of the idea. The realization came true soonerthan the famious French author anticipated. Nowit is expectedl that the dee-d can bie done in thirty.five days, or about orie-third the time Verne anti-

Mrsstartedl from Newý York, touched England,and- cro&s'ed the continenti fo Russia. Thence heoroceeded via 'be Transi-Sib)erian Railway to thePacific Coast. Prom japan lie travels by the Cana-dian Pacific steaier to Victoria, B.C. by boat toSeattle, and thence overland to New; York. Ittakes some physical statnina to make sucli a trip,evenl for a newspaper man.
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kind in Canada, with the possible exception of the
corresponding post in the Canadian Pacifie Railway.
And ' by the way, Mr. Uàsher, who holds this post,
and Mr. Bell were clerks together many years ago
in the offices of the old Great Western Railway,
under Mr. James Charlton, who is now chaîiman
of the Transcontinental Passenger Association in
Chicago.

One of the highest honours in Mr. Bell's' hst of
winnings was his election as' president of the Amn-
enîcan Association of General Passenger and 'Ticket
Agents aýt the meeting held in 1908, and presided
over the Toledo meeting in 1909. He was the first
Canadian to hold that office-head of the oldest
organization of railway men in the world.

George Turnbuil Bell was born in Montreal in
1861. His father was in the Grand Trunk service
and the son followed in bis footsteps. At seventeen
he entered as a clerk in the Great Western, and five
years later the Grand Trunk. From chief clerk he
has held ail the various offices in order, until in
1900, he became general passenger agent. When
the Grand Trunk Pacific began to do business, hie
added the saine position with that corporation.
Now lie becomes supreme head of ail the passenger
traffic of the whole system. fromn Prince Rupert to
Portland.

For years, Mr. Bell had some of the earlier char-
acteristies of the Grand Trunk officiaIs-quiet, re-
served, and retiring. But when the late Charles M.
Hays took charge of the Grand Trunk, a more
modemn spirit was encouraged. Althouigh Mr. Bell
miglit lie mistaken for a quiet clergyman in a busi-
ness sit, he waýs able to meet the new conditions
and to mingle with the public in sucli a way as to
becomie a walking advertiserrent for bis road. His
peut-up geniality got an onportunity and he rapidly
became lçnowvn as "one of the good fellows." AIl
of which indlicates that the tone of nmen in a big
corporation reflects to some extent the spirit of the
mran or men at the toi). If the general manager lie-
1Feves in Frnubbing the t)ublc, the eivuloyees are
lIkely to follow sitf. If the leader prac'ises the role
of serving the public and cuiltivating- tbe good graces
of its cuistomners, the suibordina-,tes take the cue and
do l.ikewîse. Not that G. T. Bell ever snubbed any-
one. Hie is too courte'ous by naliure to do that.
But the Grand Trtunk bas becomie "Anieric'inized"
or "Canadianized" in the Iast fifteen years, and
to-day is as popular with the public as any other
roadl on the continent. Somie of tbe credit of this
achievemient comies to mien like Mn1. Bell. who have
spent tbirty years or more in the service.


