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rumours as to those wbo bave volunteered and tboe
wbo bave been chosen. The Mînleter of Militia bas
selected a place for mobilization and troops are beiiig
concentrated, at a point wbere lt will be easy to send
tbem acrose tbe Atlantic. AIl of tbls le splendidly
patrlotlc and exceedlngly creditable.

Nevertheless, It would bave been mucb better for
Canada had she, exhbbtel bier ardent patrlotlsmn ln
the plping times of peace. If ail the people wbo are
now graspVlng tbe Union Jack *ltb botb bande bad
oxercieed a littie judgment tbey would have lent
stronger support to tbe Canadlan nmllîtla and the
Canadian navy durlng the past live years. There le a
lot of patrlotlsm ln this country wblcb was born too
late ta bave mucb value lu thie struggle.

Moreover, had Canada ehown a proper apprecla-
tlon for the Canadian militia and the Canadian navy
the country's reputation would bave been at a bigher
mark lu Westminster. Inideed, If -Lord Kitcbener,
the new Britisb Secretary of War, takes a Canadian
contingent for service abroad, It wlll be very much
against bis will. Me may be forced 'to do it for pol-
tical purposes, but It will be decidedly reluctant. 0f
course Lord Kitcbener is wrong, but bis error lu
judgment la ta some extent palliated by the crase
stupidlty of tbose wbo cry, 11toy soldier" and "tinpot
navy" lu times of peace.

Free Wheat and Flour
r-URING the recent session of Farîlament thereDwas consîderable agitation to put wheat and

foeur on the free liet. Tbe abject of this move-
ment was ta set up reelprocity lu wbeat aud flour
between Canada and the United States on tbe bas!§
set fortb by tbe Wilson Tariff Bill of 1918. The Gov-
ernment cansidered it serious1y aud decided tbat
wblle tbey wauld like ta give the Canadian farmer
a chance to send bis wheat into the United States
free of duty, tbey couid flot see their way clear ta
subjeet the Canadian mfller 'to free competition fromn
the United States. Thus the question etood at tbe
openlug of the war period.

Naw there le an agitation to take off tbe Canadian
duty on wbea't and foeur lu order that the Canadien
supply may be lnereaeed. Our crop this year lo not
as large as usual and prices are likely ta be bigber.
There are some people wbo tblnk that free wbeat and
free foeur would relleve aur situation to saine exteut.

Free wbeat aud free flour may be advisable, but
sucb a piolicy would bave no effeet whatever upon the
prîce. Tihe price of wbeat bas aiways been madle lu
Liverpool, aud botb the Chicagoand Winnipeg mar-
kots are ruled by these quotations. Tbe tarlff bo-
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movsment ln ail the supplies that Great Britaîn neede.
In this respect, Canada will be In a mucb better posi-
tion than Australla, the Argentine and India, and
thue, our producte will have a reai preferenoe lu the
British market. This sbould make Canada cbeerful
and aptlmistic.

'Austria's AtitudeAUSTRIA does nort seem anxious to declare war
agaînet Great Brîtalu and ber ferveur for the
generai struggle le not, great. There bas long

been a party lu Austria iooking to a polltlcal fusion
witb Germany. Bismarck dreamed of it, and so, dld

GUARDING EuROPEAN CABLES.
Guard at Western Union Cable Station et North Sydney,
N.S., where moat of the cables< from Europe reach
America. This ol office has not had a door Iacked for
over fifty years, and now, within a few miontha of Its
bai abandoned for new offices, Rt la dlsgraced by being

placed under mnllltary guard.
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Âudrassy, tbe Hungarlan statesmau of
tint Karl Sturgkb, the present premier
ngary, le aiea supposed ta be favourable.
,ranz Ferdinand, wbo was assasslnated
opposed te "<Germnanostria," but bis. suc-
r-apparent and commander of the Âne-
nd mllitary firces, Archdutke Friedricb,
1. The accession ta power of the latter
i the Kalser's
)ring tbe two
,etber, aud
ellilerent ft0f(i'

Dodging the Kiel Cari
A Tpresent tbe most notable canal lu the'

le not tbe Suez, nor tbe S00; not
Panama, about wbIch tbe world, bas

talklng for years. It le the Kiel Canal, wblcb
tbe naval arsenal and war port of Kiel, 15
quarters for the German navy. For war pu]
this la tbe mosrt strategic canal ever bult. Kif
le the cbief naval port of Germany in tbe- J
Kiel Harbour le the one spot on the map
supremely mnakes Germany a naval power. Thi
Canal, connecting Kiel on the Baltic wltb BruiE
at tbe moutb af tbe Elýbe in the Nortb Sea
strateglc base of the German fleet. When the
papers, state tbat the German fleet le bottled
Kiel, wbat tbey really mean le tbat for as le
it suite Germany'e purpose, the German fIE
bottled up tbere on purpase to keep the Britîs
guessing as to wbîcb route lt întends to take
to the open eea. The distance from one mao
tbe canal to the otber round by the Cattegat
north end of Denmark le a gaod day's run for
shlp. By tbe ebortcut of the canai, wltb It.i
locks, 1,082 feet long, wlth a men deptb of 4
tbe distance for the German fooet le only a fe-
Any fleet of an enemy muet make sure wbett
German flest intende to emerge by the Nor'
or by the Baltie. This necessîtates bavlug twl
ta watch the exite. Wltb the euemy's fleet 1
to caver the North Sea exit while the Germe
slips out by the BaItlc mouth, It would be possi
at least part of the German flest to make for tIt
son, and ta barase British shipping before tbe'.
ho corraled by tbe enemny.

The Kiel Canal le an essential part of tbe
navy. For a walting game it is wortb as Ir~
Gorinany as the preponderauce af British W;
le wortb ta England. So long as the Germne
le bottled up In Kiel It, la saf e. If by meaxie
two-mouthed canal part of It manages ta
while the British fleet le boverlng noar th(
exit, the waltlng game will be over and the

be euougb of tbe German ebips on the bîgh
menace our shîpplng.

At present the Admliiralty le boping for an 0
engagement as soon as possible. Wbhen It ce

it comes big enough, there wlll not bo enc
the German fleet left ta pay for the coet
Kiel Canal.

Kiel le the moet dangerous spot lu Europe
present turne. It le ail tbe more dangerous 1
1-ellgaland, theý Island ceded by Lord Salis]
Gerxnany lu 1890,* forme with Its, fortification
coaling -station a third angle ta the astuti
triangle lu the Balit sud'tho Narth Sea.
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THE KIEL CANAL.

Whloli coninects the North Sea wlth the Baltic, is 60 rnles
fortiflCd naval sttioni at. the Baitic end, and Wllhelmnshaven
the North Ses. Itsenables the. Germai fleet to dodge fromn orie

to keep the enemy guesaing.

GUARDING COAL MINES AT SYDNEY, N.S.
Old French fortifications on the right, and ln the background the Sttel and Coal Company's buildings.

to back up tbe German struggle for the dominan,
Europe, and it may equally be tbat tbey will ret
fairly Inactive. Austria'e only hope as an
pendent monarchy is the defeat of the Kaiser,
Austria le flot in a position to take that attitude.
Kaiser bas a tremendous hold upon that cou:
and so far has been able to make it toleraby
servient.

There is a bare possibility tbat Austria wili ch
the lesser of two evils, and bang back la the
that Germany will be crusbed by the ever-wide
circle of enemies. Whatever bappens, Aus'tria 1
by this struggle wbicb was launcbed by the annol
ment of ber intention to chastise Servia. WMen
tria lost Franz Ferdinand, she lost the only manl
stood between ber and disaster, the one leader
believed firmly ln Austrian Independence. Rer É
statesmen have toyed wltb Pan-Germanlsmf se
that it le difficuit to see bow they could aba:
the Kaiser now. Wîtb hlm Pan-Germanism is
summum bonum.


