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An Object Lesson
(Continuedfrom /'age,'j)

"Oh, I object to nothing that will
get to the bottom of this intolerable
mystery," Marie cried. "And, of
course, any friend of yours will be
welcome. Wliat time is lie coming?"

Parke gave the desired information.
lie refused to say any more. He oh-
jected point blank to be drawn. lie
talked of other matters tili it' was
time to go down to the station and
meet his Australian friend. The lat-
ter turned up as arranged-a tail,
muscular-looking, brown-faced man,
carrying a kit-bag and a small brown
paper parcel that looked not unlike a
diminutive fishing-rod.

"So you've brouglit it with you ?"
Parke asked.

"Well, it isn't my own," Cheser-
worth explained. "I don't know what
lias become of mine. But I managed
to procure one at a sporting outfitter's
and liad an hour's practice, because,
you see, 1 was rather stiff, and I
haven't touched one of those weapons
for the last threé years. I muet con-
gratulate you on the way you have
got to the bottom of this business."

"More, good luck than anything
else," Parke said modestly. "If I
hadn't been a sportsman I should
neyer have tumbled to what was going
on. But corne along, and be intro-
duced to Miss Conningham. She is
looking forward eagerly -to your
visit.",

IV.
Dinner was over, and Marie Con-

ninghamn and lier two men guests were
seated in the big lounge hall. talking.
together and awaiting the advent of
Kate Fladbury, whose return was ex-
pected at any moment. The conversa-
tion had veered round to Australian
inatters, and Marie was flot displeased
to find that Cheserworth knew lier
relations perfectly well. lie was talk-
ing of sporting matters now with a
zest and interest, when the door open-
ed, and Kate Fladbury came in. She
stepped smilinglY forward, but she
stopped just for a monment and looked

quicldy at Çheserworth. lier face was
slightly pale, there was a frightened
1ook ini her eyes. Wîth a murmur of

-1- clip turned ini the direction of

moment later the tip of bis cigarette
was cnt as dlean as if it had been
severed with a knife. The liglited
end dropped to the floor and smoul-
dered there.

Then Parke took bis watch-cliain
from his pocket and hung it across
his waistcoat. Once more Cheser-
worth's arm moved imperceptibly. The
long lasli flaslied out once more, the
chain vanished from Parke's black:
waiistcoat and came back, as if by
sorne weird sleight of hand and lay
coiled up in Cheserworth's palm. The
hall was more or less filled with flow-
ers in pots, and as Clieserwortli con-
tinued to make play with the whip,
so the flowers were severed from their
stems, and came back in -the same
startling manner to Clieserwortli's left
hand until lie liad quite aý bouquet
there. lie turned with a bow and
handed them over to Marie, wlio stood
there dazed and fascinated.

"There," lie said quietly. ',You can
see wliat it is possible to do wîtli a
stock weapon in an.experienced hand.
I could flick a fly off a busli at thirtv
feet, I could cut a pack of cards in
two as if they were a pat of butter.
A whip) like this would cut a bullock
througi to the flesh. I once saw a
desperado have lis hand taken off on
one of the farms in the West. And I
arn quite an amateur at the game. I
don't suppose I have done a single
thing that Miss Fladbury couldn't do
quite as well."

Kate Fladbury dropped into a chair.
lier hands were pressed together lie-
tween lier knees. She looked frorn
one marr to another with wide staring
eyes; she touched lier dry, white lips
witli the tip of lier tongue. -Parke
stood by the door.

"I don't understand you," she said.
"I think you do," Parke took up the

story. "'Mr. Clieserwortli tells me thait
you are quite as clever witli that terri-
ble stock whip as lie is. lie informs
me that he saw you perforai in Sydney
at a music-hall there. lie doesn't re-
collect meeting you at Mrs. Mal-colm's,
for the simple reason that you were
neyer there.".

"This is an insult," the girl said
hoarsely.

"Not at aIl," Farke went on. "Lt is
extremely unpleasant, but I arn bound

t peak plainl. Yousee Ihv ato I_ haeCa
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DO IT- NOW
Don't wait to break
down before you
begin to build Up.

At the first sign of
Indigestion, Bilious-
ness, Headache-take
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