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Torrent Control in France
hen the FrenchProgramme is Completed, Total Cost Willl Not

Exceed One Year's Damdage by Unruly Streams.

ByH. R. Mac-4fîllan,

Timi'er Trade Cwomrniss-iner for the Cana7dia1; Governtinent; Director, Canadian'

Forestry Association.

e danriage due to floodis and
its f rom denuided water-sheds
ibab1y thec least serlius of thec
s of forest destruction in Can-
Nevertheless very large surris

ýing expended aninually by rail-
in protecting raad bed and(

ýs and by municipal, provini-
ind Dominion atittborities; in
fting roads and public wavrks
;t damnage by torrents. The
amnount s0 expende1 lu Cani-
ich year, while untknowni,,, imust
ýry great indeed. Canadians
herefore be assumed to be in-
1 lu the mianner in which the

1 of torrents bias been accoiri-
I in France.. Tt il he nh-

tremend(ous floods. of 185-6 in thec val-
leys of the Seine, Rhine, Rhone,
Loire and Garonne, involved the
whole of France in a loss reach1ig
hundI(reds of lives and S40,000,O0O lu
property. Always as elsewhiere bath
with forest tires and floods, discuis-
sion of flood prevention in France had
been most active' after disasters whicb
touicbed both thle puiblic Imagination
and flhe ind1 iiual famul1 y or pocket.
Sùtfflcielnt hadl alrecady been learnied
canicerningÏ the causes of the miioun-
tain floods, bath f ron flie inivestigaions
of eng-,ineers and thec work aiready car-
ried ont by flhe G;overumienlt to point


