
THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

The Training ofecOndaryeTachm in
Prus"a.

HERMEANN C. II DFRSON.M.A

Second4ry schools in PIrussia, as in other mtates
off Germany, are off îbree types: the GYNVISÎWM
the Realgymnauui and the OberreaschUlU'. These
ail bave a nine ycars' course, and contain pupils
fromn nine or ten years off age to eigbteen or twenty.
As a condition for entrance, the pupils must have
taken at least three years in an elenicntary or pre-
paratory school wbich mayv, ,or may flot be, in con-
nection with the higher school. The work covered
in, the nine years corresponds. roughly to our work
fromn Grades !V to VIII inclusive, the bigh scbool
course, and at least our first two years at college.
The graduate off any one of the Uiree typesoff scisool
is admitted without further examinati on to the
univerity, and may begfin to study for bis chosen
profession.

fice différence in Uic Uiree classes off scboois are
différences of cu rricula, wbicbh itura reresent
corpn, inlydifferentectionuis and
dcmands. 1The historic gmaimstilhitbs l
lune Yeasoff Latin and six off Greck; the aber-
realsciule bas nine years off French 'and six vears
off English, but no anicient language; whilc thse

reagynnaium, a sort 'off compromise between Uic
CLaSSical traditions off thc past and the practical
dcma"dsOff Ui present, bas une years Latin, sevcn
years Frenchs and six ycars Englisis, but no Greek.
Natural science and1 matbcmatics receive Uic most
attention in Uic oberrelchu1e and Uic least in Uic
gymnasium. Trhe struggle in' favour off equal
rights.for Uic graduatcs off Uic rcalgYmnasium and
Uic oberealsr-hule with tbosc off Uic gymnasium
bas been long and bitter, and was not ffully accom-
,plisbed until 1900, whcn by imperial cdict Uic tbrec
schools were put on the same official footing, and
Uic univeérsities opcned their doors to Uic graduates
of ail thrcc alilce.

In attcmpting to answer the question bow it is
that thse graduate off the Ger'mnsccondary scbool
with but Uic sanie number off years actual scbool
.work as the graduate off the American bigb school
(normally, týwelve Yç-ars in ail) is 'in scholastic
attainnments at least two years in advance off the
latter (i languages, whether ancient or modern,
threè. or four Years in advance), various factor
must be reckoned with, oefthmsîiprn

ofwhich is the sup ïeriorSkiing of the teacher.

Whliat tue requireincslts i;re <bat iust be met by tise
'ru% %ctaI ninar <cacher (or ûbe'r-

Wehrer) .1 shall sioc,îdtcavour <o iic&e.
The first uniform requirement, 10 be sure, as ihat

lie hinself shall bc a graduate of one of the three
t)pes of higb schotxb; the secod that 11e must pas,
the statc examination, whicb in turn presuppomeSa
minimum of îhrer ca~zrs at the wiiversity. ln con-
versation witb a nuiner of teacher and wth
official examiner-,.I find that four ycars uiiversity
attendance is the avenragne. wwhile (ave and eve
six vears is not incc>nmon.- (Rack of this protract-
cd university sojoumn there, bowever. usually
" hangs a talc.") During this time the prospective
teacher mav have taken bis doctor'. exammnatio.
but as this bas no particular bcaring upon 111e mex
important state examination, th1e doctor'. degret w
regarded as more or less -of a Iuxury.

Tht state examination ii divided into two parts:
(a) required, consisting off pbiloephy (i=inug
history off philosophy, logic and psychowlog
pedagogy, German literature and biblical ad church
history; and (b) dlective, in which ecd cadidat
presents himself in three subjects. with Sncc C.orn-
binations as Lain, Greck and history; mathematica,
pbysics, cbemistry; Engisis, French and German,
etc. In com ing up for examination thse candidate
states which of bis three subicct he wishes 10 teaci
in thse upper classe and wbich in thse lower, and
the, examination is varied accordingly. T e ex-
amination is conducted at varlous universiy centre
by a commnission'composed off oneor more of tht

uniersîyproffessors, a #4schoolman,' usually thse
director off a sccondarysdiool and a mmber of Uicw
Provincial board off education.Thse examination
itsclf in both parts is oral, but it is preceded by thse
writing of two tbeses, for wbicb a pcriod of four
montbs as given, tbougb an extension of tlime may
be granted. In thc case off perspective teachm sni
French or English ' there is, the addiiional require-
ment of a French, or Englisb impromptu cMposi-
tion, for wbicb three hourse time is allowed.

Wben theses have been'accepted and the exam-
ination passed, the would-bc teacher is rcady for
the' two years required professional. training. For
the first off theset? two ycars be is assigned to a
Koeniglihes Pac-dogogischesç Sernmnar or teacher's
training class in connection. vitb some sdcected
secondary school. The number in a seminar at any
one time is usually Iimnited to six. These begin at
once an extended course of observation off the work


