THE GOOD NEWS.

th? f:hmgs of heaven, till their heart burned
Wwithin them,—Luke xxiv. 32.
II: When the glory of the Lord shone
Around the Shepherds, and the angel appeared
em, they were sore afraid, v. 9. If good
Iuen are afraid when some of the glories of
aven appear on earth, how much more rea-
8on have they to be astonished if suddenly
called to appear in glory? If good men are
Taid in the presence of an angel how must
ad men teel wien suddenly summoned iu the
Presence of God?

II. One angel appeared with a message,
82d many others with a song. The message
W48 one of good news, v. 10., of great joy

People of every country and every «lime,

Scause it announced the birth of an anoint-
8 Saviour. The song which the angelr
Sang was a short song, but it was sweet and

of meaning. Augel’s had sung a song of
Praise, on the morning of creation.——Job.
Xxxviii. 5. They had sung a jsong on the
Burvey of God's providence—Isa. vi. 3,—

Ut now they sing a higher and more glorious
song, v. 14.

IV. The Shepherd's were not long of
acting on the information they received trom
eaven. Lot ug go, &c., v. 15. It waswith
them as with the sinner. When the word of
¢ Lord comes to them with power they do
Dot think so much of the messenger as of
© message. They felt that the thing which
e Lord communicated to them was of more
mportance than the angels. 1t is intercsting
Yo read of them stirring each other up to go
I company to seek Jesus,—Johni 41.
- As soon as the Shepherds saw Christ,
I'} 16, they published the tidings abroad, v.
Sas Fhis was tie way with the woman of
J‘ma{la.—-John iv, 29. With Andrew,—
.;’!m L 41. With sinuers converted. Now
1 18 interesting to note that the very first
Preachers among men of a Christ come to save
sinners were shepherds, and that their labours
se“,’ blessed,—1 Cor. i. 27. They found
irist themselves before they commended
m £o others,
thYL The Shepherds imitated the augels. by
the" raising, and glorifying God. Like
‘hem €y did not keep the information to
emselves, but spread it abroad. The higher
ristians  beome in spirituality, the more do
°y become like the angels in their endeavours

Serve and glorify Him.

Sho 1o Mary wag a wise and humble woman.
dee heard many things, but she kept and pon-

red them in hec heart, v.19.

1. To seck Jesus, Seek Him whe

Joung. Seek Him ut once. "

o thn‘ When ye have found Jesus yourself, urge

8 to seek Him also.

‘i A great and good man died a few years ago
burgh, Scotland. On his death-bed
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he gave a parting counsel and blessing to cach
of his children. To the youngest of a tender
age, he simply said with his blessing, “Seek
Jesus.” These words wero impressed on the
Child’s memory. When the spirit of the
father had departed to the God that gave it.
When the weeping friends and visitors were
overwhelmed with sorrow. The little child,
unconscious of her loss, was going about ad-
dressing each individual she met, the sweet
and appropriate words, “Seek Jesus, seek
Jesus.”  Reader, go and do likewise.
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Who are your Companions ?

It is said to be the property of the tree-
frog that it acquires the colour of whatever
it adheres to for ashort time. Thus, when
found on growing corr, it is commouly of
a dark green. M found on the white oak
it has the colour peculiar to the tree. Just
s0 it Is with men. Tell me whom you
choose and preler as companions, and I
certainly can tell you who you are like
Do you like the socioty of the vulgar R
Then you are already debased in your sen-
timents. Do you seek to Le with the pro-
fane? In your hears you are like them.
Are jesters and butfoons your choies
friends? He who laughs at folly is
himself a fool. Do youlove and seek the
society of the wise and good? Is this
your habit? Would you rathe take the
lowest seat among such, than tte highest
among others? Then you have already
learned to be good. You may not have
made much progress, but even a good be-
ginning is not to be despised. Hold on
your w ay, and seek to be the companion
of all that fear God. So you shall be wise
for yourself, and wise for eternity,

CHRIST THE LIGHT :OF THE
WORLD.

Lord Jesus, thou lig'.t of truth and Sun of
righteousnass, shed thy bright beams upon
my heart, that I may know, and knowing,
LovetLtes. Helpme, my sirenth, by whom
1 am sustained ; shine upon me, my Light,
by whom alone I see, and quicken me,
my Life, by whom alonel live. For
thou only art my Help and my Light, my
Life and my Joy, my Lord and my God ¢—

[8t. Augustine.]



