ADDRESS OF TilB PRRSBYTERY OF KINGSTON,

\&t even speaking our own words, been deseerated by
gpth Rulers, and people, by being employed for al-
..l‘ﬁost. every sccular purposc? Has not the name of
@od which should be used with the deepest reverence
d awe, been fearfully profancd in common conver-
ton? Havenot fraud and dishonesty lifted their
y to heaven? Has not a spitit of worldliness and
vetousniess, a hastening by all means and at all
azards to be rich, been widely prevalent 7 and have
h;m \hie ordinances of God appointed for promoting
%ur clernal salvation been esteemed lessin value than
fhose perishable objects, which can afford but a tem-
thorary comfort ?

5 The persin who does not, in  all these recent ca-
“Jamities, see 13 »onncction between God’s judgments
{%nd our sins, would searcely seeit were it written by
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ﬁl\c finger of God,in brightest charaeters in every past
% his spacious firmament above us and around us.

But in the principles of the divine government the
nnection between faith, repentance, prayer, and the
he removal of God's judgments is no less close than
tween judgments and sin.  And with reference to
“Pur present circurastances it ought to be most decply
Spmpressed on our minds that though outward calami-
#iesmay sometimes seem t0 be rcmoved  without re-
*Zentance, faith, andprayer, this is no proof of their real
HRnd final removal, or of the possession of the divine
¥avor; but on the contrary is cvidence of the certainty
Z9f their sooner or later fulling with a weight all the
4l hore terrible and  overwhelming on the heads of the
mpenitent. For example, were not the judgments
hat fell upon Jerusalem just the full accumulated a-
mount of that storm of divine wraththat had for ages
been gathering in the heavens aud which, beeause
God's voice of warning had been, from generation to
generation, despised, at last, with unrestrained and
irresistable fury, burst over the devoted city 7 And
is not the case of Jerusalem more than once referred to
y our blessed Lord as a warning of thosc judg-
ments unspeakably more terrible that await the impem-
tentin cternity 7 So that if escape from temporal co-
Januties for sins unrepented of be possible, there is a
day coming when retribution must overtake trans-
gessors with & severity according to the length of
space given for repentance.
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But,brethren, there is one thing which at this event-
Hful erisis demands our solemn and undivided attention
Ebccause it ,isfull of encouragement and hope. It is
ithis that after all judgment is God's strange work; that
fuotonly:s he reluctant to draw his glittering sword
rand take vengeence on his encmies—the impenitent de-
spisers of his mercies and warnings—but even after
having drawn it, he is cver ready to return it toits
~scabbard upon seeing any plain symptoms of prayer-
; ful humiliation, repentance, faith, and unfeigned desire
{10 lay down the weapons of their rebellion and to re-
turn to their allegiance,
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So very slow is our God to anger that, as you re-
member, he gave to the old world no less than 120
years space for repentance; and it was only after his
omnipatence had been defied, his admonitions con-
temned, and the world had filled up the measure of
its guilt, that the deluge of sin which overspread the
world was swept away by a deluge of water.

Likewisc the case of Ninevah, so appropriate to
our present circumstances, shews that God even after
he had proclaimed the ruin of that mighty city, upon
seeing signs of penitence on the part of the pecple
did not mflict the judgment threatened.

Dearly beloved brethren, we would urge it upon
your attention that although God has in the midst of
judgment been remembering mercy, yet matters ars
still in suspense because the issuc of events may en-
tirely depend upon that line of conduct towards the
Supreme Ruler, which you as a people and as indi-
viduals are to adopt. Pausc then and consider the
way by which you are to obtain the removal of some-
thing infinitely more dreadful than any temporal ca-
lamity—the anger of God. The removal of this
spirtual calamity is to be obtained, and the divine
favour secured, by pleading at the throne of grace for
a saving intcrest in the precious atoning blood and
meritorious obedience of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Cluist, by profound humiliation on account of sin, by
unfeigned repentance, evidencing itself in a thorough
and uncxceptionable amcndment of life.  Suffer us,
then, as your spintual guardians, and as bound to
watch over you in these calamitous times, strongly to
urge upon you the necessity of diligence in the use of
means—of secret prayer, of family wership, of associ-
ations with your brethren for the purpose of prayer,
and of regularly assembling yourselvestogether in the
House of God Finally, be assured that it is only
by the Tloly Spirit rendering these means effectual
enabling you to depend for acceptance on the free
grace of God, and the mediatien of Jesus Christ, and
to forsake every besetting sin—that you can have any
solid foundation for expecting him to deliver you from
existing evils, 10 prosper you as citizens of time and
bless, you in all eternity. Amen.

Belleville, 3d January, 1836,

The above Address was appointed to be read to
the congregaticus within the bounds of the Presbytery
at the lest mecting held on the 3@ of January, 1838.




