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"Tondon heard Thursday that ‘the

. operations for the penctra.tibn ot the|

Dardanelles ' are  now appmching ‘the
final phase: which includes mine-sweep-
: ing sufficient to permit the great hlfﬂe—
ships to get the range of the last of the
* formidable forts, after the reduction of

which the way will be dw to Cou—

Recently in thie British House/of ot/

mons when the war was under discus-
sion it was noted that the Prime Minis-

"terdevatedahtgepom«nofikm,

i to the attack on the Dmiandles and’
success in that direction.  An: Wﬁh
reviewer indicates &hat with'

s

. Constantinople the way to a victo

_Hungary will be open. The extensive
invasion of Huncury would have  the
greatest possible
war.—- This reviewer says:

"lwthemohighmpayformw

_ ing of ‘the Dardanelles and the
. ‘tion of Gonsﬁnﬁwple'chat wmﬂid
é Not ctdy»would it relieve the

effect’ on the wbole_ =

uh his t;lbwug'
the situation:

autflor of that famous book | ceste
. :'&Geumnism, Professor holand G.

Usher, is warning Americans of thedan— :

gers thut will confront them’ nﬁaer the
- present war. His new book, -

Am«:ncm:bm" just issned ‘by tﬁ&@en ‘
 that after the war the United States will |

' havetocnbrinﬁtastmggb&therwlfh
any or with Great Britain for the
 of South America, and as Profes-

_sberexpemGnat ‘Britain to win|
e‘ believes that it will be the. Bri!hﬁ
Empire that the United States wﬂI have

to face. Professor Usher’s first " book | ¢

~ made him famous. His feme is not

nkelymbemmmdbyhhmm*

- for although  he wvirtually -predicts vic-

tory for the Allies he apparently enter-|.

'tains the idea that Great Britain is
- Jikely to seize Aluka,andperb&psuge
‘force in an ‘attempt, to, shut the Unlud
" States out from trade in South America. |
First, as to the present ‘war:

“me Usher mem that from pres-

* ent, indications most - critics conclude
~_,._m£umenaozuzwuwmmm Eng-
~  land still supreme upon the sea.

. point to the natural ability otthenng-
< hsh as sailors, to ‘the preponderance in
isige ‘of the rleguttom the Ger-

mm, to the centu of su ex-
perience behind the English- , to
_ the possibility of anoth:r-liebm or a
new Drake. Victory will not change eur
"\ fundamental relations to the sea power
nor ‘yet the fundamental premise that
the sea power itself is for England &
defensive arm the use of which.for ag-
gression would endanger its own exist-

‘ence. 'The same considerations which |

have hitherto made -politic England’s
generous use of her authority would still
dictate little if any interference with
‘other nations. Nevertheless, the defeat
- of the German navy—and in all prob-
ability its defeat will mean its destruc-
tion—will: affect a substantive change
in those factors of the situation /most
essential to. the . safety and prosperity.
of the United States.” :
When he speaks of “Lafin America”
Professor Usher evidently includes Mex-
ico, ‘as otherwise his figures would be
incgrrect. As to Latin Amexfca:

“Professor Usher' points out the great
advantagu of Latin -America for. eol-
onization by any European Power. He
asserts that these advantages are but
little if at all realized by Americans
who never stop to consider what a vast
_country it is in square miles ‘alone. .
.has three-quarters of the population of
the United States, with three times its
drea.  ‘The natural resourcés of this
country, he asserts, are vast almost be-
vond belief and the land ‘is excmivdy
fertile. More than that, it is . almost
!mrgiu sml, 8 thc moureea Mvo

Irresistible and the Om British
battleshipdsunk by drifting mines in the
Dardanelles_on Monch 18, along, with
the French battleship Bouve were ﬂwt—

the mku wem removed under u ‘hot

Her battery Wu the scme aa th
the Im:imble. 0% SHE

Bhe old batueshxpc ‘were loit ‘at
conclusion of & terrific bomb&rdment
themostpoweuuuomwbi hmu
1045 a. m, and lasted until after
o'clock The ‘Queen Ellubcth tud ave
other British ships of the newer types
began the action, and two hours later
four French battleships steamed farther
in,mdtheﬂanﬂwwholeteuvwh
silenced the forts, which had at M

the afternoon the Irresistible, the: Ocean
and ‘four other British ships went in to |

1t | relieve the French squadron which !hd

‘been bearing the brunt of the m(qy’s
{fire; Ag the French ships withdrew the
Bouvet struck a’mine and went down—
“in less ‘than three minutes.”  The .forts

re-opened. their fire on the :relieving

o el e

; Battleships .
| Chlsers.

&re,”andtbata;oodnewsdoumnchto‘

¢l day. It s mgre likely that as the
hag | Bround hardens the Grand Duke will be
_| able to inyade Austria-Hungary more

serfonsly than at any time since the be-
dpniagoltbem,uaunoumt

At the besinuiu of the war lt was
timated ‘that Great Britain, France,
mmdlupanhtdonthenuatota!
\vulhip tonnage of 5,000,000 tons, while
Germany, Austria and = Turkey had

11,750,000 tons. ‘Tp to. the first of March

all of the losses during the 'wugmounh
ed to two and gne-half per cent. for

per cent. tor Germany and its n.llieo The

losses ave thus tabulated:

that Britain.
and Allies,

Germany.
and Allies.
1

19~
11
9
6
1

LT R |

16

otals—-Great ‘Britain ‘and ‘Allies, 35
vessels 0?
and
tons.

vuaeh of abont 176,000

the battleships lost by mines in the Dar-
de.ncllos on ' T'hunday, u reported in this
monhg'u dupstches

' The largest ship the Allies lost by

m-ﬂl'e alone was the British armored

crniser Good' Hope, of 14,100 tons. The
battleship Bulwark was destroyed by an
internal explosion, and the Formidable |

11,600 tons -each, were sunk by gun-fire,
as was also the Bleucher, 15,500 tons.
OlthelminemmvemBrlt—

nunl wthox'&i« seent. to have. dedduf
the Bdﬁsh fleet can’ b¢ md.ly reduced

e

m;ﬂncsmdmluu,whichmmmt

msmmwdmmwummmdmhdmwmmm

{

Great Britain and its allies, and seven:

bont '158,000 tons; Germany |’

To the Allies’ loss must now be uddqd

w:nlkhyatmpedo The ‘German |-
cruisers Scharnhorst and Gnelsenean, of | and their

mmnnmopa pmeuneventeen
wade a fairly effective reply. “Baxly in'|

i fighting power by means of sub-{

fndnr should be. suﬂcient to

- disbnrﬁmﬁmn e

Mr. Flemmlng is phraly s loesl matter.”
-1 “The matter,” it say “!s no eoncern of
8t. John, but

_';\!lck, is a pmpcﬁpam to represent the
3 ,peopleof cmm:ym in the House.

has hitherto emplnyed. and that, there-
vy reinforcements for the cam-
paign in: France and Belgium could
safely be drawn fromi East Prussia and
the eastern fro 1t generally, . ‘The Petro-
grad. despatches for a week past
indicated that Germany will need more
‘en rather than fewer in the Bast if she
is to prevent qt%lve invasion of her.
territory nest«npﬁ or in May. So good

|a judge 'of the situation as Professor
: Spenler Wﬂkﬁwn: Professar of Military
|History at Oxford, was convinced two

months age. that the Germans had lost
their chance of a decisive victory over
the Frenéh. In's noteworthy address de-
livered at tho Boyal Colonlal Institute
on Janvary 28 ‘he examined conditions
on both-fronts.: Because of the latest
Russnn successes and the promise of
even more ‘favorable events in that quar-
ter, it may/be isaid that the evenis
recorded since Professor Wilkinson spoke
have only rendered his views more in-
teresting.  Of the war on land he said:

“It was qiuﬁa lear very early that the
German plan was, and would"be, #4 at-
tempt to - cmshthe French Army, with
greatly s - forces while parrying
the blows of Russian Army, -and,
as.you remember, after a short episode
consisting of a French admeinto&l-
um-lnmine. that Great German ad
- was made through Belginm ;t a

- the Army was far

evitable. It was
ducted. - But the German intgnﬁon to
crush the French Army at the outset
was not .-When the stand was
made to the south of the Marne and the
German. Army turned back, it iz quite |
pouible, though: not certain, that their
best chuwe of crushing the French Army
At that time they found,

‘soldiers
is some eort

; appalling ‘cmmtry

expett.udthat.asresarﬂs

a position as they were beforq the battle

{of the Marne.

THE FIGHTING IN SOUTH
General Botha has a hard task on his
hands in desling with Gérman Southwest
Africa. ' For the last thirty years Ger-
many ‘has grauted ‘0,00’0,000 marks a

rt | vear to that colony, and n‘e&rly all of
| this money has been applied to military

purposes. To-ds,y the colony. is de—

. |scribed as 2 vast armed eamp.
frontiers are protected by chains °fltion in regard to several matters which

block houses. all having telephonic and
telegraphic connections with ene another
end with the capital. A great belt of
sand and desert-lies, between the interior
of German Southwast ~Africa- and. the
South African Union. ' The latest esti-
mate of mﬂ.itary strength of the German
 colony gives it two field regiments of

| mounted infantry, thirty-six field bat-
| teries, sixteen machine-gun detachments,
L {a railway corps, two field telegraph divi-

sions, and a reserve of about 6,000 farm-
ers, most of whom are trainnd .shots
accustomed to fighting after _the Boer
fashion.  There is an on gection

| t00; a camel corps and a large force of
mounted police. It is believed that the

Germans have four Taube monoplanes,
end some of these have already been
used for scouting over the British lines.
The European soldiers number about

116,000 men, in addition tzr \vbieh there

are several divisions of native troops.
General Botha is said tobehuldimpped

good mﬂdégt
: .ofhlsaiiﬂtytoconqpertke(’iermm
colony Evlduvﬂy this will not. b@ ac-

i | more than six or‘dsht*mthl."

¢ “The very cautious advaaee of the
d | Union “forces_along ‘the ' two dismantled
K. | railway lines thit lead from the coast to

the heart of German Southwest Africa
has now enableg the p?}at‘ @ contingent,
operating from- Laderits Bay,-to conguer.
seventy of the :hundred miles or so of

1 desert! thnt faces them, i.nd“.ﬂ:e ‘mnorthern
1 body, Mbdseds af Sw

und, to|

pnsh forward tweafy-thrae - Gen-

ned eral Botha $has reviewed the Isou’thern

force and taken personal ‘command of
the northern. The men .are .in good
health and spirits, and the burxher com-

-t mandog which " General  Botha ~wisely
ﬂdmmgmcﬂ&ﬂ“hmm\

lar defence  units e finding even the

which: they are
1| working no fatal obstacle to'a swiftness
2 {of manceuvre that diseoneerts the enemy
outposts with whom they come in con-
tact. They lmve not, however, yet had
to deal with. more than outposts, for the
‘main German ‘army, which is of ‘great

strength for the size of the. colony, re-

to let General Botha’s forces spend ther
selves on the desert, and then to fall
them separately. Not only, thercfoxg
must each step of theUnfan advance be
most carefully. secured, but' such a' cos
operation and converjenog of the two
arms of the attacking force must be ar-
ranged ‘a8’ will | ensure that one ‘half of
it shall not be compﬂled t.fone to with-
stand the full onslaught of the Germans
when that is made. At ig" a problem
that! will try even the’ slém of General
‘Botha.” :

NOTE AND COMMENT, =
Saskatchewa.n i going on- the water

wagon. ’
ok %

A report 18 in circulation that the pro—

vincial prohibition lwwk That would be
f( very mteruting sort o war measure.

The Mud_ ﬂen have gone to
Amberst; and St. John is Sorry to'lose
them but confident that they will
tobeﬂnesoldiers.'l‘heymaﬁ
Iot of men, and when the time comes

8h {they will give a good account of them-

selves. The heartfelt good wishes of the
community go with them, ‘They are do-
ing the utmost that lies in their power
to make . our: cause victorious and for
that ‘we honor them. ‘ 4

newspapers, led by the Standard, are
trying to drive Mr. J. L. Stewart. M.P,
P. to cover by a fire of expletives. It is
most unlikely that” Mr. Stewart will be

™ | discouraged -from frank criticism of the
| administration by such tactics on the
| part of the government press. It is more

likely that Mr, Stewart will persist in

* ¥ x

Brlrtain, launches two. ah&ﬁi a day and

| hasbeenldﬁngoneadny,uyntln’l‘o—

ronto Glober in summing up the work

bed | don€ by German submarim ¢
I~ “The submarine - blockade - has now

lasted” a month, and some idea.of the
losses likely to be sustained ¢an be gath-|

|ered fromt results to duts. I‘wenty-eigbt

British 'ships. have’ been oed, of
which twenty-four unk. mw:mm being

are quite

q'we fore the

that will wiping out of British shipving will be
be  aslow process

n{its course hitherto, we have much for
f which we can be {hankful and little to

i " Great Britain has been steadily and

“ | rapidly pouring troops into France ever
since, ‘but Germany has remained on the
defensive. As is indicated by Professor
- | Wilkinsen, it js difficult to see how the
Allies can ever again be in so dangérous

e [mains based on its central line of rails|
way. It is, no doubt, the German plan}

vincial govemment is eumidcringa. pro-

Apparently some of the Conserthive

: the atti’mde of .independent critic, andj
o | if he does so the results' will be interest-
| ing. . SN /

“Thie chiet loss of
‘by the sinking of the
= ser’ Bayano, wig:‘ (;;u Xlﬁ

men, aml the Tangistan, wi Y
told, about m lives h’ave been. Tost.
n of life. nor of

enough to copsti-

2 tutc a serious perﬂ, or to make the feed-
of the people of Great, Britain a

much _greater problem than 1t was be-
e was instituted. The

if the Germans destroy

..on an average but one vessel daily while

sh shipyards launch on an average

two ships every working  day of the
; )e”” ¥ R %

So the duty is to come off fertilizers
and chemicals used in their manufacture
after all, Those Conservative partizans
‘who attacked Hon. Mr, Pugsley and
other New Brunswick members because
they criticized the duty on fertilizers
now have their answer.. If thé new
tarif had been reduced in other direc-
tions in which it taxes the consumer un-
necessarily, ~and without prospect of
| raising. much revenue, if ‘its purely pro-
tective features had been eliminated, the
country undoubtedly would have: re-

| ceived the annou:xce:ne:xt with pleasure.

The case of Mr. J. K. Pinder is be-
coming more complicated. The Globe
on -Saturday sald, editorially: “Mr. Pin-
der. has not been made chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee” In its
Fredericton despatches of: Kriday the
Globe” said:

“It is said that Mr. Pinder, of York,

will speak to a guestion of privilege and
will make a statement declaring his posi-

have been commented upon of late by
various newspapers. It is understood
that he will also inform the House that
he will not continue as Chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee,

He must Have the job if he is woing to
give it up. If he didn’t have it the great
renunciation would not be necessary. So
much for the King of the Nackawick.
And now, about the Hon, James Kidd
Flemming—Is he, in view of the Royal
Commission’s report; a proper person to
represent Carleton-Victoria in the House

of Commons?
* ¥

“The blunt, legal words have finally
been adopted,” says the New York Even-
ing Post. “The British fleet has estab-
lished an ‘effective blockade of all Ger-
man ports, On the main question, this
is the end of controversy. England has
the right to exert her sea-power to the
full in Blockading Germany. It does not
lie in ‘the mouth of America to object
to this, The United States maintained
8 blockade which injured British trade
and industry much more than this Brit-
ish blockade will injure ours. The
‘American blockade lasted for four years.
‘The present one may not be maintained

The Liberal Manchester Guardian be-
lieves the people of the United Kingdom
ought to have more real news of the
war, « It says: o

“The sound genera] rule -that English-

men, being a self-governing people, have
a right to know what is happening in
all- parts of the world. for which . they
have any sort of responsibility is of
eourse subject to the exception that
rothing should be divulged which might
be useful to the enemy in prosecuting
the war, But that sound general rule is
in danger of perversion into a general
official prejudice in favor of secrecy
where and so long as it can be kept up.
That is to defeat the whole object of a
censorship in a free country, and to in-
troduce 'a poison into politics which if
left unchecked would end by destroying
popular government. As surely as this
country lives on the fresh air that blows
in from . the open sea, popular govern-
rent depends on candor in its rulérs and
full publicity in its news. The excep-
tions should be to the rule of eandor,

flot, as. they are threatemng to become,
to the rule of secrecy.”
* ik %
A\(ew months ago, says the New York
Journal of Commerce, Archibald Hurd,
Wﬂ writer, figured out the weeklyv
¥ which, the British people escaped
m sticcess of their navy in

i g open the trade routes of the

Id- for British commerce. * For one
thing, the cost of food would have been
50 per cent greater had the British navy
failed - to accomplish its full task, and
that would have meant a weekly outlay,
[above the normal, of $45,000,000. Added
tc this. he figured a decline in the wages
bill of about $10,000,000 a week; an in-
creage in the cost of various: necessities
end - luxuries of another $10,000,000; a
loss of shipping equal to $5,000,000, and
a decline in national income from -in-
vestments of $10,000,000. Here was a
total of $80,000,000 a week which : is
saved to the nation because of the com-
A pleteness of the protection which the
navy has been able to' render to its
commerce. S :

THE B. C. ELECTIONS.

The indefinite postponement of the
British lumbia, elections;, which Sir
ve { Richard McBride once announced for
kely | April 10, is leading 1o an examination 'of
the administration’s troubles. It is now
said that had Sir Richard insisted: upon
going’ to the country on the date orig-
inally selected some - of "his ‘followers
would have run as xndepe‘dent eandi-
dates opposed’ to his proposed railway
subsidies. - Much publicity has' been
given the opinion recently expressed in an
!interview by Sir Hibbert Tupper.  In
the course of that interview he said:

“I .believe” this . Province has been
shamefully misgoverned ~since the last
Provincial election. In my opinion the
government is largely responsible for the
serious financial condiﬂon which existed
in this Province long before the war, I
believe their defeat would greatly assist
in bringing about a sane administration
of our pnbhc affairs and in restoring
confidence in British Columbia.”

The time when Sir Richard McBride
had everything his own way in British
Columbia is past. The railways andland
companies have been his favorites, and
the provmee has been mortgaged very
heavily” Under. the pressure .of bad
times the have begun to examine
what the ghvernment Has been doing.
Sir Richard may win again, but for the
mam ven he is m doubt about it.:

JoLs STEWART, WPy,
PAYS, IS BESPECTS
TOHIS G

Government and Its New:-
papers the Subject of Shary
Rejoinder from the Chathar,
World.

(Chatham World.)
Local government organs, big and liis

tle, are attacking Mr. Stewart bec
hé-eriticized the speech from the t!

and asked the government for some in-
tormation that the people want—*“a task
usually performed by the leader of tl
oppesition.” Well, in the absence of an
opposition, that necessary work had to
be done by somebody, and why not by
ong of the independent members? The
disparaging remarks of the Globe (inits
Gleaner-made Fredericton correspond-
ence), Standard and Gleaner on Mr.
Stewart must lead their readers to sup-
pose that the editors of those papers
look upon the government as a sacred
band that can do no wrong and should
escape all enquiry and criticism—an
asinine attitude for any newspaper 1o as-
sume. Surely our experience has taught
us that our governments need watching,
a good deal of watching, and every sen-
sible man ought to feel thankful that
every member of the legislature does not
rise up; sit down, open his mouth, and
keep his mouth shut, just when he is
told to do so by the men on the treasury
benches, The unreasoning toadyism that
hastens to throw stones at anybody who
asks questions of the ministers or ob-
Jjeets to any of their acts is partizanship
tinctured with pelf, and causes readers
to ask how much the publisher is get-
ting out of the public chest every year.
Such intolerance of criticism is injurious
to the government, which is naturally
held responsible for such utterances in
papers that are partially supported by
public patronage, The honest adminis-
trator courts inquiry instead of abusing
inquirers.

Is Stumpage to Be Increased?
(Chatham World.)

Premier Clarke did not deny, in re.
ply to Mr. Stewart’s inquiry, that the
government contemplated an increase of
stumpage, but simply said that it could
not frame an intelligent land policy un-
til the proposed survey and classification
werée made. But here is the Gleaner,
which is chiefly owned by members of
the government, lives on government
patronage, and could not open its mouth
‘on & question of government policy with-
out having been instructed to do so and
told what to say, clearly forecasting an
increase. of stumpage, regardless of the
order-in-council, It,says:

“That due regard should be paid to
the interests of the lumbermen in any
measures that the government may de-
vise, there will be no desire to deny, but
the lumbermen cannot be allowed to

.have matters run to suit themselves only.

The lumber market has seldom. been in
a much better state than is the case at
the present time, and-the prospects are
that it will in- the pear future be much
better still. ‘With the province needing
all the Tevenue it cannot reasonablypro-
duce to properly carry on the work of
development, it is the height of folly to
farm out its greatest revenue producing
asset on such terms as will not bring
in reasonable returns. That the present
and. prospective price of lumber justifies
an increase on the rates of stumpage at
present being paid is an assertion that
cannot be successfully eontradicted; and
in view of present conditions the govern-
ment would be lacking in its duty as
trustees of the pubHc interests if it did
not fake such steps in ﬂ\is regard as the
situation demands™

Give Us Men,

(By the Bishop of Exeter.)
Give us Men!

Men from every rank,

Fresh and free ‘and frank;

Men of thought and reading,

Men of loyal breeding,

The Nation’s welfare speeding;

Men of faith and not of fiction,

Men of lofty aim in action:
Give us Men—I say again,

Give us Men!

_ Give us Men!
Strong and stalwart ones:
Men whom highest hope inspires,
Men whomepurest honor fires,
Men who trample self beneath them,
Men who make their country wreathe
them
As her noble sons,
. Worthy of their sires;
Men who never shame their mothers,
Men who never fail their brothers,
True, hdwever false are others:
Give us Men—1I say again,
Give us Men!

Give us Men!
Men who when the tempest gathers,
Grasp the standard of their fathers
In the thickest of the fight:

 Men who strike for home and altar,

{Let the coward cringe and falter),
God defend the right!
True as truth, though lorn and lonely,
Tender as the brave are only;
Men who tread where saints have trod,
Men for Country—Home and GOD:
Give us Men! I say again—
AGAIN—
GIVE US SUCH MEN!

An Awakening,

‘We heard it blown in the night

Floating anear—afar,

A silyver note like a falling star,
And I woke in a half-affright,

But he said, “It can never be war—
Sleep on, dear heart, and rest,
Our England is safe as a sheltered nest,”
And he drew my head to his breast:

And T slept=to dream of a shatteiéd

night,
And bugles blown for fight,

I hear it now in the night
Floating anear-—afar,
A challenge flung to a baleful star,
“Arm, England, arm” for the right,
Strike for the things that are!”
And alone in my desolate room
I hear the rolling drums of doom
And the marching feet in the gloom
Ceaselessly—mght left, right, left
right—
‘Will he lie on the field tonight?
—A .M. BOWYER-ROSMAN, in West-
minster Gagzette.

Halifax Bank Clearings,

Halifax, March 18—Halifax bank
clearings for the week ended today we:

$1,708,527 and for the corresponding
week last year $1,885,405,

(e
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Notices of Inquiry.

Fredericton, N. B
house met at 8 p. m

Mr. Carter presentq
committee on standig

Mr. Pelletier gave
a8 to the superintend
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