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annual report of the mm of

which was stfbmitted to 1

m inerease in building |
Buring 1912. The total value
for which permits - were
year amounted to $645,200.
bvered by 172 permits, which wa
than during the previous yelt
rease of $72,500. 'Rxe details qf
| are as followa:

¢

21 g

buildings have been reported as dan-
during the year and these are being

ed to in order to meke them safe.
of the foregoing ﬂgums were not

ko the council as they in mn; .cases:
only to - remodelling ‘or repaiving

[ inspector -will probably explym the
g to the commissioner of eafe‘y ]ntar

il ST[AMERS'
0 BELIEVE THE
”' CONGESTION HERE

fked Increase In Traff
lts in Chartering of Tw
Jore Ships for Frelght'Se -

ice.
marked increase in - traffic ' through
fort of 8t: John this year has
feamship heads greatly o extend their
g lists, and extra boats’ have been
here for nearly all lines. The
hester line has chartered the ateamer
bford ‘which will sail from Manches-
bxt Saturday for St. Johm. and’ the
brd & Black line has chartered the
er Tafna ‘to relieve thel congesttonf
ht which has resulted from the ac-
to the Rhodesian of fhe West - In’
2 1ce. .

NOCRITS WILL
T 08 ABOLISH:
DUTY OF LEMDN

shington, Jan. 20—Tree lemons, or &%
'a fifty per cent cut in thd presens
of one and one-half cernits a pound,
ied shape today as part of the Demo-
L tariff revision polic yof the’’ commg
‘sessxon of congress.
gt of the testimony before thie com-
on ways ‘and means at three ses!
today and, tonmight, while under'the -
aérxcmmnl schedule of

~an mdustry that rep
0. investment on_the P

Citrus Protective League

comprising growers and shippers of
bes, and lemons and the Fruit Grow:
Exchange, which Chairman = Under-
of the tommtttee insisted was the
g agency for” these producers, '¢on-

for the retention of the present
.on products. The spokennm!or

interests was -G, H. Powell,” of 1o8
les, formerly acting chief of th& )
bi plant industry.

e New York Fruit Exchange, compru- ;
hobbers; importers, commission mer- .
s and brokers, demanded elimination
he lemon tariff.” Ite spokesman, Eu-
Travie, of \mv York, called the Cali-

industry “a trust” that had “ab
al profits,” and declared it was “u
cxaly of undue taxation on‘a

er Underwood favore
on the free list; while some
bers ot the committee were

v on fhree-quarters of ‘a cent a pound "

fair compromige.

Opera Chorus Struck.

»—The chorug'of the Chi-
Grand Opera Company, which struek
body last night, preventing a scheduled
prmance of Pagliacci, returned to work
ght and assisted in a performance of

Boheme. The ‘chorus-objected to work:

twice on Sunday.

ack walnut furniture or furnitupe

of amy: dark rich wood: should be
ned occasionally with a soft rag dipped
araffine oil, then polished with anothes
rag.
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Suffrage Will Be Domdedt
&mons-l.ords Also to Tacklei
id Reading of Home Rule Bill, s

> (Bneam‘ oaue to Montreal
Witness,) 1

- Imndon, Jan. 23-Peace-in the Balkans:
daily capac-ig now within 'sight.” Thére is now everyl

' %‘t'w’e’“’ 10 b epect that when Turkey hands her re-

ot 'ply ‘to the note of the . powers to the

1 Austroﬂungarmn ambassador at Constan-
, ‘she tinople today she ‘will agree to surrender
ﬂ M Adna.nople and the ~Aegean Islands.
our in=
er mills The prospects of ‘a settlement: bave 'al-
‘o iready had an appiecmbie sffect -on’ the
%;nkeiﬁ, ‘and there is great satisfaction in
i ﬂgﬁm’m at. the prospects of ‘this in-
flammatory

rought nclusion. -
"The ﬁehng “in ‘respéct to the tranchise
| bill, ‘which involves the quemon of wo-

struggle in the ‘Balkans bemx i

British Protest
Made Public

o

Rtght to Impose Tolls—
-Declares Britain is Protest-

.ing Before She is Hurt—
‘Contends Congress Has the
Right to Violate Treaty.

-

Canadian Press y

Washington, Jan. 23—Secretary. Knox's
reply to the British’ protest against ' the
exemption of American coastwise shipping
from Panama canal tolls, assures the Brit-
ish goVernment that domestic'  coastwise
trade Will not. be permitted to extend oper-
ations into foreign competitive fields and
that mcteased tolls will not ‘be laid on
i 5 to balance the remission

) i not satisfied on these
States proposes a special

& »‘\istment. i
unication  is devoted to the
purpose of . redueing to the smallest point
and’ number the issues -upon which the
ernments failed to agree, and: as

: these are only two, it is contended that

ix rest . . : ;
; . The near prospecte of peace m thy Bal-

they adre entirely susceptible of adjustment
by matic Qabsla T thz course should
nof ‘,’;ovc ae 10 the  British gov-
D A ’;:e;w“d that the whole
coWeasv pe referred- fo a special com-
“* of nqumy prows;m; foz which

_speet, quity to mere
mvutxmvon and report and refused ‘to
‘permit, the commission. to bind either coun-

ity to 3 coqpe of arb\ﬁutxon in' its ‘find-

ancy.
oped into a.channel for highet prices
more extended: trading.
_ The termination of the war will, it
a be followed by a loosening of monéy
{which has been more or: less tied up by
’ﬁ“" the trouble in the near’ east. ; This' new
to dung ¢apital will undoubtedly find its way into
m¢ % w:ll the "stock markets not' only. in- England,
2 but in the United States and Canada.

Sir Max Still & Food Taxer.

Sir Max Aitken; whose -¢lose personal
‘lintimacy with Bonar Law gives excéptional
“ | Interest to- hig views, addressing his con-
entuents at Ashton-under-Lyne, declared:
o “The newspapers say the flag of taniff re-
and | torm is at half mast. *Together with my
: i fnends at. Ashton, we will hoigt it fo the
T€1top again. We would like to see the gen-
tlema.n who is going, in this constituendy,
Ftto pull it down..

“T stand whete T have always stood,

where I am always going to stand.
Vmces——‘Who f’im leader? | Where

-ﬁtmd

“#T have always cupported imperial pref
erence, because mzperml markets are of
fhe greatest possible importance to Great
Brifain. They jalready  represent .prac-
tically the ma]onty of the increase in our
‘{sales of manufactured goods.

¢ “T'he Unionist party has abandoned: the
“m w Dies Question: of a tax on foreign food until

after the next election. I shall delay ad-
vocaey of that ‘tax ;until after the next|

: ?lectw;; 28 the policy of the party' »
¥ L

BEEN Dt'smssu

Sn(ﬂ h the Tm

: a, Jan. 23—A side light on,
the extent ‘to ‘which' the present
government ‘hds. wielded  the axe |
on’Liberal civil ‘servants is given
by the flood of returns already pre=
sented to parliament on motion of:
opposition membets “dealing  with
dismiesals in their respectne con-
stituencies.

Over - 350 ~such refurns dealing

sith the more flagrant inatances of |
dismissals.  have  already.. been |
broug'ht downi; Hundteds more are:
-in course of preparat;an I
af the i
ship™ has been given ds
of dleni\sul

| vestigations’” hve besn
\uxuanv at divect v ?aog ﬁb

of * thig ameudment Presidert

tha treaty by exchanging ratifications with
the Bntxsh government, To: imeet the

eds of thid present, issue, Sécretary Knox
now ‘offers to give life, fo: ‘the treaty by
an immediate ' exchange of ratifications,
which ‘would ineure the existence of agen-
eral arbitration treaty between the United
States and Great Britain ‘after: the lapse

1 of the existing Hay-Pauncefotfe treaty Jiune

4" next.

Asg an alfernative the secretary is.willing
that a commission to be ¢reated for the
special . purpose .of ascertaining the: facts
in regard to the effect upon British ship-

ping of the Panama canal tolls act and the

.president’s proclamation \fixing the tolls.
Snys Britain Protests Too Soon.

- Much of the secretary's’ argument: rests
np_mxz.hia contention - that ~Sir  Kdward
(xrey's protest; being made in advance of
the issue - of the 'president’s proclamation
fixing. the tolls, i entirely inapplicable to
the contrpversy in it spresent state and
that, as a matter of fact; the British con-
tention rests upon am. a.pprehenbxon of
things that may lappen in the future to
the ‘injliry of British.ebipping, which 'in
all -probability never will oceur.

¢ Secretary:Xnox begins his mnote, ‘which ’
was deliveted to the British foreign office
through Mr. . Laughlin,. the American
charge at.London,: by the flat statement
that he cannot agree with the British in-
terpretation’ ‘of . canal' treaties, so far as
they: limit tha freedom of action of Am-
erica s of «infringe - British . - treaty rights.
Pointing outthat the Grey note was is-
sued: without consideration of the presi-
dent’s toll. proclamation, the secretary
states that Sir Edward deals chiefly wyith

4the possibilities of what the president

might tknx'ndqr the canal aect, whereas the
haa entirely  changed the

TEaking up: bhe three objections made by

- the “Brifish government, Secretary Knox
| fivet dmcuhes that which applies to the

irom tolls of the - government
This 'he decl:u-es to

be a gnht nd ‘complete surprise to. the

Tnited -Staes, -which always had asserted
" ehallenge ‘that the status of the
countries immediately concerned by reason
of their politieal ‘relation to the territor»

~1in whieh-the eanal was to be constructed

wae different fromthat of all other:coun-
tiies. He does not believe, therefore, that

‘fthe Bfitigh government intended fo pro-

pose arbitration of this guestion.
I.d regard -to ‘a eecond British (objection

’that the - Panama .canal - act: ‘might be

ihmbt to confér upon the. president. the
wer o diseriminate in the use of ‘the
vor of all ships belonging to the

¥ United States and. its eitizens, ‘even in the
fonzgn tracle by granting ‘them. redueed

tolls, "the note quotes from the menioran-

i n
o aMhocf to' the canal "act By ‘the

hen it was gigned, as’ follows:

“is ot therefore’ necessary to 'discues
the poliey of gueh ‘discrimination” until. the
on ay’ am dn ‘the exercise of the

? “AR RO’ quettlon has yet arisen on this
which, 18- the words of ‘the existing

uburahon treaty: “It ay not have been

‘Bossible to settle by diplomacy.” the.note

‘holds that the euggeatlon of arbitration is

mm

Oldm Right to Impose Tolls,

Beﬁc_re ‘passing ‘fromr that stage of the
quastion; Secretary’ Knox emphatically dis-
gh.una entertaining any ‘doubt ‘ae to tlhe
be frightito exempt American warshipe and
other govemment vessels from tolla
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