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Silver Black Fox Industry And
, Its Pioneer History And Facts.

■*?» ■
A Golden OpportunityThé Anglo-American 

Silver Black i ox Co. Limited
Stock Issue $80,000 Shares $10.00 Each '

■ i
>* I* offered to get Into n LARGE PROSPEROUS GOING Concern.

The John R. Dinni$ Ped^reed foxes Ltd.(The Silver Black Fox.)
Thirty-two years ago or to be ex­

act, In the summer of 1879, Mr. D. 
H. McGowan then a resident of Char­
lottetown and now residing In New 
Westminster. B. C., was fishing for 
trout in the stream, below Haywood’s 
dam at Tignish, P. E. Island, when 
a man named George Platts drove 
across the road at the head of the 
dam. He stopped and offered to sell 
Mr. MacGowan a male black fox pup 
for the sum of $10.00 Informing 
him that a man at North Cape had 
another, a fAnale, which could be 
bought. Mr. Macowan explained that 
living In Charlottetown black fox 
pups were useless to him ànd advis­
ed him to try Benjamin Haywood, 
who had a stockade at the back of 
his barn, in which he once kept some 
red foxes. Mr. Macowam says, "Platts 
•took my advise and returned in a 
short time driving a cow and calf 
for which he had exchanged the fox 
pup. Mr. Haywood at once went to 

and secured the female, 
pair for two or three years 

and actually raised two young ones, 
the skins of 
to Harry Leslie of Kensington, re­
ceiving $125.00 for the best pelt and 
$76.00 for the other." These skins 
were probably worth on the London 
marked at that time about $1000,00 
each. This is the first instance in 
which silver fox skins were sold from 
animals raised in captivity. How­
ever these were all the young raised 
by Mr. Haywood, as probably through 
lack of understanding how to feed and 
care for them, his old animals died, 
and he went out of business, little 
dreaming that in thirty years, the 
raising of these animals in captivity 
would develop into an established in­
dustry in which fifteen to twenty mil­
lions capital would be invested, which 
.would make P? E. Island famous and 
attract the attention of shrewd In­
vestors all over North America and 
Great Britain.
• The western end of the Island will 
always be regarded as the hotae of 
the silver foxes, because it w'as there 
that Charles Daltom and Robert Oul- 
ton began their experiments in do­
mesticating the wild fox which later 
lead to the establishing of fur raising 
as an industry. Mr. Dalton now Hon. 
Charles Dalton in the government 
of P. E. Island, began experimenting 
with red foxes in the year 1887. He 
kept his actions secret, and succeed­
ed in keeplnig his foxes quletl 
conced in a small shed at Nail Pond.

About the same time Mr. Ôulton was 
pursuing similar experiments 
age Island with a pair of silver foxes 
which he had purchased from a trap­
per on Anticosti Island. After being 
ridiculed and held up as a "no-good” 
farmer and a poor, shiftless fox 
fancier by many of the people living' 
In his community. Dalton finally 
Joined pulton in 1895, and together 
they worked unmolested and success­
fully with their animals on the iso­
lated area of Savage Island.

In 1897 Mr. Dalton built a ranch of 
his own at Tignish, and «till kept an 
Interest int the Oulton Ranch. At Tig- 
nish he developed into chief fur mer­
chant of the Island, buying and selling 
skins, and conducting the general fur 
sale business for the entire district. 
Previous to 1897 however, three other 
men, whose names are now historical 
in the annals of fox breeding, became 
interested in the possibilities of do­
mesticating foxes and cultivating their 
fur. James Tuplin, James Gordon 
and Silas Rayner were busily engaged 
in the business in the early nineties, 
and were marvellously sliccee 
raising a valuable litter of* 
foxes within a very short time of the 
date on which they had established 
their ranch.

They formed a gentleman's agree­
ment not to sell live animals to any­
one outside the charmed circle. These 
pioneers in the business • retained 
about the same number of animals 
each year and killed the balance for 
their pelts, which Dalton shipped ev­
ery January to Lampson’s of London, 
and in this way they made immense 
fortunes. An account of sales of 
twenty-four skins shipped by Charles 
Dalton to Lampsona in 1910 netted 
£6835. This shows that the twenty- 
four skins averaged $1,385.00 each.

About 1908 F. F. Tuplin of New 
Annan managed to secure a pair of 
animals from his uncle, Robert Tuÿlin 
and as soon as he had any young an­
imals for sale, he offered them to 
the highest bidder and the combine 
was broken.

It is very easy to understand how 
hundreds of people who'kLf)w the va­
lue of the pelts were anxious to get 
into the business, if they coi 
the animals and therefore th 
live animals were offered for sale the 
price went up rapidly, almost immed­
iately exceeding the pelt value.

It Is difficult to obtain the exact in­
formation as to the early prices #aid 
for live animals, but It Is pretty gener­
ally accepted that about $5,008 per 
pair was the average up to 1909. Since

then It had steadily advanced, until 
the. price for young animals taken de­
livery of, say September let, is about 
$15,000 end proved breeders from $26,- 
000 to $30,000.

While the tendency la to aomewhat 
higher prices, the men most success­
ful and the largest breeders are in- 
cllued to keep prices about whore 
they are. With the largely increased 
price of live aomals, silver fox rais­
ing soon passed out of the reach of 
the ordinary individual 
the first Joint Steel# Company. “The 
Silver Fox Ranching Company" of 
Boston was organized. Other compan. 
les were soon formed and today the 
business is practically all carried en 
In this way.

Some nventy-flve companies formed 
n 1911 and 1912 had animals breeding 
for the season of 1913 and particulars 
of their capital and dividends paid in 
1913 are now history. There are at 
present about 125 incorporated com­
panies engaged in the business, but 
quite a number of these are handling 
cross and patch foxes. While the re­
sults obtained from raising the pure 
■liver black strains can be pretty ac­
curately arrived at, there la nothing 
definite on which to form an estimate 
as to what can be done with the va­
rious grades of patches and crosses. 
It is true that the skint of these latter 
animals have advanced enormously 
In price in the last two years and the 
writer believes that a good legitimate 
business can be done ini raising the 
animals for their pelts.

The people residing in the United 
States and Europe find it somewhat 
difficult to thoroughly understand this 
fur farming proposition, but with us 
It Is thirty years old and appears the 
same as rasing cattle or horses. Cat­
tle are raised to supply food for peo­
ple. Fur-bear}ng animals we raise 
to produce furs to keep them warm. 
Although the cattle business is a thou­
sand years old, still the breeders who 
have choice animals to sell, can al­
ways dispose of such for many times 
their carcass value. It is, and always 
will be, the same with the "silver 
black fox” business. Today the de­
mand for breeding animals is so great 
that the value of the live animals far 
exceeds his pelt value.

In time values will begin to adjust 
themselves, but the rancher who has 
stuck close to breeding the highest 
types of animals, will always be able 
to secure fancy prices for a very large 
portion of his output for breedin 
poses, just as does the cattle or horse 
breeder, who raises only the best.

on 8av-

Solicits Capital for the further extension of a very successful Com* 
pany.Assets five pairs class A Silver Black Foxes—Raynor, Champlpn. 

Dalton and Ttsplin strains—and fully equipped ranch at Caacumpec, 
P. E. I., In charge of H. B. Thomas, an expert fox rancher who has

The company owns at present Eleven Pairs of "proven Breed­
ers” (two years old) worth at least 50 p.c. more than young puifs, 
according to the experience of ranchmen.
THERE ARE NO PROMOTERS PROFITS IN THIS PROPOSITION.

The new issue is to be sold at actual cost price.
Prospective dividends for 1914, 66 p.c.
Write for free Booklet, Herd Book and Prospectus.

never yet lost a pup.
Ranching expenses will be ten per cent of the increase—no to- 

crease, no charge.
and In 1911Write for further Information and prospectus to HON MURDOCH 

McKINNON, Commissioner of Agriculture 
or L. A. A UVD, Secretory-Treasurer, 36 <fu

for P. E. I. Charlottetown, 
sen street, Chsrlottetown. W. E. CAMERON, Secy^Tressurer, , 

Charlottetown, P. E. I.Box 147.

North Cape 
He kept the sful in 

silver
which Mr. Haywood sold

There Are 5 Pairs qf Beauties 
Like the Above in the Abegweit Ranch

The five pairs of pure bred Island Silver Black Foxes In the 
Abegweit ranch are the direct descendants of the Oulton. Tuplin, 
Dalton and Rayner stocks that have produced the world’s highest 
priced fox pelts. These five pairs are capitalized at $90,000, which J 
includes all expenses fof the first year. ttf

Consider These Salient Features
The feeding and ranching of the Abegweit foxes will be under 

the same supervision as the famous Upton ranch which will pay a 
65 per cent, dividend this year.

All expenses for the first year, Including ranching, promotion, 
organization, etc., are borne by the Directors.

H. G. Jenkins, ranch manager for the Upton Company will have 
direct care of the Abegweit foxes.

Discount of 6 per cent, allowed with full payment of stock with 
order.

Shares selling at $50. each, 10 per cent, with application, balance 
August 1st.

'

uld secure
e moment Abegweit Silver Black fox & fur farms Ltd.

H. Q. Jenkins, Sec.-Treas., 57 Gratton, St., Charlottetown, P.E.I,
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The Keirstead & Merserëau 
FOX AND FUR CO*, LimitedThe Real Value of a Silver Black

Fox as
Owners of the celebrated Robert T. Oulton Silver Black Foxes, 

and successors to Robert T. Oulton, Pioneer Silver Fox Rancher of 
the world.

DIVIDENDS PAYABLE IN 1915
CAPITALIZATION ......
PRESENT STOCK ISSUE
TREASURY STOCK........

to ue sold only for the purchase of additional animals.
Secretary-Treasurer—J. W. Klerstead, B. A.. St. Johnh, N. R, 
Ranch Manager—Thomas A. Oulton, Little Shemogue, N. B.

THIS COMPANY HAS A GOOD PROSPECT OF PAYING A GOOD 
DIVIDEND IN 1915

Write at once for prospectus and full information, using this coupon.

THE KEIRSTEAD & MERSEREAU
FOX AND FUR COMPANY. LIMITED

St. John, IN. B..

1
Judged by its Pelt :

the size of the pelt and the thickness 
and length of the fur. ■ "

Of course the time is bbund to come 
somewhat, for now |t is based1 on 
when the pr|£e of foxps will decline 
breeding stock and this market will be 
surfeited eventuàlly. Ten-years is the 
time set by the most conservative pio- 
nèer foxmen as the e&Hleht 
stich a change. COv"

But the pelt talue-A-the real value 
of the fox—will'not depreciate in any 
considerable way, even though all the 
ranches on the Island were to place 
every available pelt on the market In- 
stanteously. Consider how the supply 
has been depleted. Very few silver 
fox pelts were on the London market 
during the past season, one silver fox 
pelt was sold In- the United States dur­
ing the past winter, and it brought 
$3,006. It is estimated that the Dalton 
pelt which Laihpson bought for $2,628 
in 1910 would would bring $5,000 if 
placed on the same market today.

Even If the prices and profits of the 
fox industry were placed on a pelt val­
ue basis right now—and such a con­
dition of market it is a long way in the

By J. R. Barr. ................ $1,000,000,00
.......... 700,000.00
.......... 300,000.00

There is a good demand for the 
shares of Old Island Pedigreed Foxes 
Limited, and It may not be long before 
it is off the market The foxes are of 
the highest grade and are ranched 
under the personal direction of A. E. 
MacLean, whose work In this line in 
the past has beep attended with mark­
ed success.

(The Silver Black Fox)
Nothing has ever been written in re­

lation to the silver black fox business, 
which shows the real value of the ant 
mal more pertinent than the splendid 
article 
name of

by Mr. J. R. Barr,
! "The Golden Pelt."

under the 
Although

many interested in the business have 
doubtless read it, still we publish It in 
part, as we believe it will prove of In­
terest to many of our readers.

Mr. Barr after giving much useful 
information regarding fox breeding, 
etc. states as follows :

“At present the rarest and most val­
uable furs are sea otter, silver fox, 
seal, ermine, Russian sable, and chin­
chilla. The bearers of these furs, ex­
cept the sliver fox, all run wild as 
they did hundreds of years ago, but 
the powers have entered into an agree­
ment whereby a close season has been 
declared until the fast lessening num­
bers can be somewhat increased.

The production of silver fox furs, ac­
cording to Lampson of London, has 
fallen off fifty per cent during the 
past twenty years—from 1892 to 1911 
—and the prices have Increased 300 future—the insufficient quantity of 
per cent, since 1882. This convincing- Rood Island pelts now available, and 
ly shows how the fox fur market is far 
from being properly supplied. The 
only way the demand can be success­
fully met Is to domesticate such valu­
able fur-bearing animals.

The entire production of raw furs in 
the world, according to Bras, the fa­
mous German statistician, amounts to 
a yearly value of $110,000,000. The 
6#rs manufactured increase this to 
$250,000,000. Of the 1,827,000 fox 
skins Included in the above quotations, 
during the year 1909 (before breeding 
for pelts was discontinued! by Island 
foxmen) but 4,300 were skins of the 
silver fox, and the best of these came 
from Prince Edward Island.

Meagre as tile fur supply Is now, 
there is #o positive hope of any sud­
den or satisfactory change. The old 
medium of production trapping Is rap­
idly becoming one. of the lost arts, civ­
ilization is invading the wilds, and the 
only hope left for even partially meet­
ing a fur buyer’s demand lies In the Is­
land discovered art of domestic pelt 
production.

Lampson, Nesbitt and Bras have 
have shown by figures and cash re­
turns that the pelt of the Island silver 
fox is the most valuable in the world ; 
the Island owns eighty-five per cent, 
of all these precious pelt producers in» 
captivity—these facts furnish proof 
that Prince Edward Island, is and al­
ways will be ,th« fountain-head of 
black fox production.

On April 7, 1910, the Hon. Charles 
Dalton sold to Lampson, the fur buyer 
of London, England, a consignment of 
twenty-five silver fox pelts for which 
he received £6,835 or $33,263.66. Three 
of these pelts brought prices 
£600 each. One sold for £540 or $2,- 
628, the average for the twenty-five 
being £285.

Since early In 1911, practically no 
pelts have been sold from Island- ran­
ches, the exception being those of 
foxes that died from old age, disease 
or aeledent, the demand for breeding 
stock having greatly exceeded the 
supply.

The pelt Is at its best in November 
and December, the last week in De­
cember being the favorite killing-date 
tor Island breeders. Some claim that 
a young fqx has as full and large a 
skin as an older one, but this Is dis­
puted. A young fox has less silver 
than an older one and is held to be 
more valuable on this account by some 
ranchmen.

Boiled barley, oats, honey or patent­
ed1 stock food Is fed before the animal 
is killed, as these foods give the best 
sheen and gloss to the coat

A good fox skin weighs from nine to 
nineteen ounces, the average being 
one pound. The weight depends on

t .
date of

Attention Is called to the fchange of 
advertisement for the Victor Fox Com­
pany published today. Three pairs of 
the highest grade foxes have been add­
ed the ranch, and the capitalization 
per pair has been placed at $15,000. A 
dividend of twelve per cent on $60,- 
000 is payable this fall. As the stock 
is being disposal of rapidly intending 
investors should get In touch with the 
secretary at once.

i
73 Dock Street

GENTLEMEN—Please send me Prospectus and Application 
Form of your KEIRSTEAD & MERSEREAU FOX AND FUR CO.

Date
NAME..........
OCCUPATION 
ADDRESS ...Announcement

Realizing that in order for any company to be able to con­
tinue paying dividends steadily In years to come, it will be 
eesary to create a reserve. The directors of the HOW ATT, 
DALTON SILVER BLACK FOX CO. are now taking steps to­
wards this end by arranging to Increase their capital stock so 
as to place on their ranch a large number of the best foxes ob­
tainable. Further details in regard to this will be given all in­
tending purchasers of stock or can be obtained from the 
tary.

the aggregated demands from every 
corner of the temperate zone, would 
assure a dividend of twenty per cent, 
or more to every shareholder in any 
ranch that is now considered moder­
ately successful.

i

M. B. INN IS, Secretary

Howatt, Dalton Silver Black fox Co. Vidor Silver Black fox Company
Canada Lift Building, St. John, N. B.

LIMITED

3 Three pair, of high,* quality faxes added to ranch, making .lx 
pair* In all.

CAPITAL ISSUE FOR SIX PAIRS .
CAPITALIZATION, PER PAIR..................

The foxeo consist of two pairs proved breeders and four 
pupa of 1914.

The moderate capitalisation, low coat of ranching and high class 
of foxes make the Victor the leader In fox propositions.

A DIVIDEND OF TWELVE PER CENT. ON $60,000 IS PAY- 
ABLE THIS FALL.

Aa Victor stock Is selling fast those who wish to procure shares 
should make early application.

Pull Information furnished by the secretary, B. w. Tanton, Sum- 
merslde, P. E. I.

1: EQUAL TO 300 PER CENT. INVESTMENT
18 Ten Shares Fox Stock

FOR QUICK SALE
Party needs money now.

• )! ; September, 1914. 
i! Investment equal to oxer 300 per cent.

............$90,000

............ 19,000

pairsS;
Dividend payable

•Rhone 270S Main

Metropolitan Black fox Exchange
Canada Life Building, - St. John, N. B.

BtB

United Silver Black Fox Co.
Ltd., Mead Office Tryon, P. E. I.

RANCH LOCATED AT CENTRAL BEOEQUE, P. E. I.
AUTHORIZED CAPITAL........................ .............. .1.»^,
STOCK ISSUE .................................................. 1 gïXÏ

PAR VALUE OF SHARES .................V"
Terms of Payment: 20 Per Cent, on Application. 30 Per Cent In Julv 

Balance on or Before Sept. 6th, 1914. *'
President—F. G. Lang, Tryon, P. E. Island. ,

Secretary Treasurer—Wilfred Boulter, Tryon, P. E. |„ Inspector of Public Schyolo. ASSETS. inspector
Five paire of 1914 Stiver Black Foxes, selected from the highest 

grade of class A Stock. Particular care was taken by the prommt.re 
Id securing foxes having prolific parents, some of which were 
tly season's earliest litters. re amoe«

This company guarantees that In the event of more fbxes 
added they will be from Island foxes of class A. The number 
secured are of the Rayner, Tuplin and Oulton strain. *>reaay

RANCHING.
The Directors have entered Into a contract with the Silver Black Fox Co., of Central Bedeque to ranch the “foxM for Î 

term of live years at the low cost of seven and one half ^ ««7 ^ 
the yearly Increase. This Includes all Incidental expensesW ®nl" 01 

Considering the low capitalisation and the moderate .ptrreT ,0°k r°rW"d *° 1 dlV",e"4 <5*M

i

Old Island Pedigreed Foxes Ltd. $25

of P. E. !.. Ltd..
SUMMER6IDE, P. E. I.Head Office - Summerside, P, 11

DR. A. W. LEÀRD, President 
HUBERT HOWATT. Vice President 
DR. J. A. McMURDO, Secy.-Treas.
CK R. McQUARRlE, Manager.

This exchange buys and sells Foxes, Furs, Real 
Lands, Fox Shares, Stocks, Bonds, etc.

DIRECTORS
8 M. HICKS 
A. E. McLBAN 
T. D. CARRUTHERS.

Estate, Farm

CAPITAL, $200,000. STOCK ISSUE $87,600, par value of shares $60.
This reliable company are now offering a limited number of 

shares to the Investor.
ASSETS—6 pairs beat pedigreed Island Foxes selected from ’pro­

lific strains. •
RANCH—The Ranch which la nearly completed, will be one. of 

the moat up-to-date in existence and is situated about (1) ope mile 
from Summerside. The management of the ranch will be fn charge 
of Mr. A. B. MacLean, who hag been lp the business for a number of 
years with very marked aucceea. When you buy Into this com­
pany you buy into a strong company with strong producing stock. For 
prospectus, etc., write

•;

: Nothing but first class fox stock fondled and none but thorough­
ly reliable company’e repreeented. 8
or phone.0”* de,lrlng to buy ” “u ,0Me- tox stock, etc., Call, write

REFERENCES
Bank of Nova Scotia
Canadian Bank of Commerce Summerside, P. E. Island 
Royal Bank of Canada 
R. 0. Dun A Co., or Bradstreeta Agencies.

Prospectus mailed on request 
Application, for stock received by Secretary.

W. A. STEWART, Sac. Box 23, Summerside. '

THE PEOPLE’S E0X
AND FUR FARMS LFD.

OFFICE AND RANCH, AMHERST, N. 8.
A. U. BRANOER, SECY-TREAS. 

Capitalization $90,000 9,000 Share* $10.00
Th® object of The People s Stiver Fox and Fur Farms Limited 

is to bring together a combination of valuable fur bearers, confining 
ourselves principally to those that are natives of this country and 
gradually work into one of the largest fur farms in the Maritime 
Provinces.

Two pairs Silver Black Foxes.
Ten patsr Dark Silvers, seventy-five to ninety per cenL black. 
Fifteen pairs ranch-raised Mink.
Five pairs Fisher. Five pairs Marten.
One hundred Black and Short-stripe Skunk.
Two hundred Black (or Wood) Muskrat.

DIRECTORS—Capt Johnson Splcér, Parrsboro, N. S.; Daniel A. Morri- 
Amherst, ,N" S’ Alfre<1 Ui Grander, Amherst, N. 8.; Stanley 

Bird, West Leicester; George M. Matthews, O’Leary, P. E. L
BANKERS Royal Bank of Canada. Send for prospectus.

Office—19 Church street, Amherst, N. S.

We’re Now Prepared
To quote prices and deliver all klnda of Foxes at short notice.

Promoters of Fox Companies
should write for quotations. No order so large that we cannot flu, 
none so small that It will not be appreciated. Correspondence solic­
ited. Write today |or Information, lt’a free.

1 The Maritime Fox Exchange and 
Investment, company* Ltd.

P. C. Island .Charlottetown

t i\ ii
- ‘ r, ' -*

m
_____ _ -_____v ...

Cherry Island Silver fox Co., Ltd.»

t (About to be Incorporated.)
Office and Ranch: Albert on, P E Island.
ASSETS: 10 PAIRS P. E. I. Silver Foxee, viz., 6 pairs PROVEN 

BREEDERS and 4 pairs of the young of 1914 
——AND——

CHEERY ISLAND, otherwise known es OULTON’S ISLAND 
of Sevage Island, THE CRADLE OF THE FOX BREED­
ING INDUSTRY.

Z
X
o

I
Present issue of Capital, representing above assets, ONLY 

$190,000, of which $115,000 in Shares of $10.00 each is off­
ered to the Public at Par.

WM. J. RANKIN,
President.

P. O. Box 73. Alberton, P. E. 1.

2
-J

< R. H. ROGERS,
Sec.-Treas.2

Z
WRITE FOR PROSPECTUS.

FOXES FOR SALE
Quebec and Weitem Silver 

Black and Cron Fxe».
Quality the Best. Price die 

Lowest
N. C. CHRISTIE,

Amherst, N. S.

Bonanza fox Breeding Co. Limited
- A MINE OF WEALTH -

i

The above Company is situated at Murray Harbor, P. E. I. The 
Promoters are all sound business men, and investors will make no 
mistake by placing their money in above Company.

The Directors are:
President—J. F. Sterns, Souris.
Vice-President—J. M. McLean, New Perth, 

i Secretary-Treasurer—W. H. Prouse, Murray Harbor, 
i Fletcher Jordan, Charlottetown. •

William Keeping, Rancher, Murray Harbor.
Authorized Capital, $150,000.00. Shares $100.00 each.
Foxes are Capitalized at $16,000.00 per pair, which includes a 

thoroughly equipped ranch.
The Company hope to have eight pair of Foxes of best quality 

In the Ranch by November 1st, 1914.
Write for particulars and prospectus to 
us and get In in the fur business.

Bankers—Royal Bank of Canada, Charlottetown.

any of above Directors.
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