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The|French Wit's Caustic Remarks Concern

fng Other Se y clecd
@Max (Rells Bemarks Concerning the

Hotel Cake of <oap.

1t would almost seem as if the French
nation bad taken upon themselves the pleas-
ant task cf relorming England, so deter-
minedly bave French litterateurs devoted
themselves lately to showing the English
people just bow ridiculous they appear to
enlightened—French—eyes! In fact Eng-
land hersclt never took a greater interest
in the wellare of the benighted who
disport themselves with undraped ef-
rontery, and in beathen darkness *‘where
Afric's suony fountains, roll down their
golden sand,” than the modern French
writer takes in setting the Eaglish nation

right. . : T
The good work was begun by a gentle-
man who wrote many clever books under a
pen-name which showed a curious com-
of Germany and Ireland—Max
O'Rell, and in three of these brilliant vol-
he devoted his best energies 10 show-
ﬁnglmd what s fool she was, and bow
ignorant and vulgar, not to say brutal. He
did not handle tbat **tight little island” who

was ever heard of, and that with all bus
cleverness and all bis success, he can never
hope to touch the ¢ bumorist™
far loss overtake him. Mark Twain is get-
ting to be an old man now, and probably
bhe bas done his best work; but if Msx
O'Rell should ever write a book like either
«The Innocents Abroad” “The New Pil-
grim's Progress” or *“A Tramp A ”,
be can afford to rest upon his laurels

ot work very bard in his old age. The
witty Frenchman hss made many
people smile, s number more wince
ander the lash of his sharp criticism and be
bas taught more than one nation to dread
his caustic pen, but so far I do not think
be has ever learned the secret which nature
herselt seems to bave taught Mark Twain,
the secret of making people laugh till the
tears roll down their cheeks, without say-
ng one sharp or bitter word! There is no
such medicine in the world as bealthy
laughter, and I have seen a weary invalid,
whose life contsined little enough of bright-
ness or cheer, forget his own troubles for
hours at & time and laugh as if he had not
acarein the world, because some tactful
triend came in and read how Mark *‘took
it out of* his friend Harris in repeating the
ion be bad with their fair travel-

has always had such a good opinion of ber-
self, that she was sure whatever she did
must be as right as berselt—with gloves,
and his langusge was sometimes plain to
the verge of indecency, especially in *Jobn
Bull's Daughters.” He eriticised the very

who were entertaining him, and
found fault with most of their dearest in-
stitutions contrasting them greatly to their
disadvantage with his own countrymen
and, proudly holding them up to the

ing companion; how they both viewed an
Alpine sunrise arrayed only in red blankets,
at six o'clock in the evening, or bow the
sdoctor” and his travelling companions
worried their long-suffering guide, “Fer-
guson,” and requested tbat ‘‘mce fresh
corpees” should be substituted for the shop-
worn Egyptian mummies be was so very
entbusiastic over.

M. Blouet says that ‘‘Mark Twan as s

ram oItY’s ci"na

Facts and Figures in Which all 8t. Joha
Should be Interested. ;
A comparsion of church and charitable |
work in snd about the city shows that the
l“h‘-ol‘ lent effort i
very pearly as much atigntion as the
pocting the charches which appeared in
ProcrEss showed that the churches in
the city proper possessed nearly $1,400,000

worth of property. “Of this the prot

bodies owned a mllion dollars worth.
About $150,000 was raised yearly for the
various forms of church work, of which
the protestant churches raired about
$110.000. The number of commaunicants

about 8000. ‘

The figures relating to the charitable in-
stitutions show nearly as large results

Aguinst the fi'ty churches in the city there
are seventeen charitable iastitations and
societies. Some of the most important

ones are a short distance outside the city
limit and some of them are supported by

the province or muncipality but that does
not prevent them being reckoned in the
list.

People will probably be sarprised to
eirn hyw miay p2aole aboat the city are
being supported by charity. eith-r pablic

or private. In the various institutions over
£000 people are cared for anpually during
the whole or portion of the year: A large
number of them of course come from all
parts of the county and province. The re-
liet societies also give assistance to about
225 families. These are the well organized
societies. There is also individual and
church effort which sccomplishes consider-
able. So it may be said that the poor are
are well looked after in this city and

contempt and ridicule of other

Bat the clever criticism took wonderfully
well with the public, and Max O' Nell won
tame, and shekels to such a degree that
his reputation is now world wide, and he
is known everywhere as “The Gitted

ist does not app

other people's jokes. Professional humorists
pever do.” Pray what is M. Blouet him-
seli? Surely be would not wish to be
ranked in literature as & mere amateur, a
dilettante. ~ He hus been before the public

Frenchman.” M. Blouet was so
ful with England that be turaed bis atten-
tion to other countries after & while, and
gave the English a rest, in the hope, no
doubt, that they would lay his advice and
his criticisms to heart, and **not do so any
more” until be bad time to lock aiter them

again.

The people of the United Stat.s were
the next objects of his attention, and he
gave the world one more bitterly clever
book, ¢ J. and His C: " and
made the Americans fond ot him. He
stated in a little pretace addressed to
Jonathan himselt, that the book was not to
be taken seriously ; but some parts were
difficult to look at in the light of & joke.
Lately be has been turning the strong
light of his observation upon Canada, and
the Canadians, and only last month bhe
Jectured in Montreal, so it is now our turn
to tremble; perhaps our youth may serve
us in good stead, however, and be accepted
as an extenuating circumstance, ‘as well
as a reason for our ignorance.

M. Blouet is a clever man, as I said be-
fore, and one must render homage to
genuis wharever it is found, and even when
it shows a disposition to trample on one's
most che rig 1ed ideals with hob-nailed boots.
But still there is a limit to the allowance
which ordinary mortals are prepared to
make, for the little eccentricities ot genius,
and when the gilted Frenchman undertakes
to dance upon that darling of all lovers of
pure sparkling humor, and good natured
fun, Mark I'wain—we feel that the limit
has been reached and the genius needs to
be sat upon. Ot course it is much to be
regretted that the fun loving Mark should
bave incurred the disapproval of Max
O'Rell, but it is due to the great American
humorist to say that he died so in detend-
ing his countrymen against criticisms which
he considered unfair, and this, it [ remem-
ber aright was the way the trouble began.

A compatriot of Max O'Rell's, M.
Paul Bourget, wrote a book called
)utre-Mer, in which he criticised Amer-
izan's, and American ways insucha man-
rer that Mark Twain felt called upon to
resent what he considered the unfair light
in which his countrymen had been placed ;
and the veteran bumorist wrotea scathing
criticism of M. Bourget’s book. This in
turn called forth a spirited defence of M.
Bourget, by Max O'Rell, with many

slighting references to Mark Twain him-
self, thrown in. M. Blouet goes out of his
way to refer to his own countryman as *‘one
of the brightest ornarents of modern liter-
ature” and to Mark Twainas ‘‘profes-
sional bumorist,” in the same sentence, with
orushing effect, and probably feels that
he has disposed of the once irre-
pressible Mark for good and all. But some-
how I think Mark Twain can stand it, and
that long after ‘‘John Bull and his Is-
land” is out of print and. forgotten the
ohildren ot the next generation will be
)aughing themselves to pieces overthe pic-
ture of Tom Sawyer getting his aunt's fropt
fence whitewashed by contract, and Huc-
kleberry Finn and his chum listening to their
own funeral service.

M. Blouet wrote 8 number of brilliant
books, but he dipped his pen in caustic as
well as ink, he saw things to be satirzed
not laughed at, and I am airaid the adula-
tion he 1 receiving mow is in danger of
spoiling him. It would be & pity if his
national of intense egotism, should

quite long gh to bave now his spurs
as a full fledged professional man of letters ;
aud that being the case we have no further
to seek for the cause ot his failure to ap-
preciate Mark Twain. Being a profes-
sional humorist himselt he cannot see the
genial Mark's jokes! I don’t think any
of us, who have the least spark of love
of country in our hearts like to kear
our native land ridiculed, and M.
Blouet waxes very eloquent over
Mark Twain's surprise at not finding
any soap on the washstand in a first class
French hotel, and his remark to the waiter
that sosp was indispensable to an Ameri-
can, and only a Frenchman could do with-
out it He tells Mark, and the whole
American nation wnom he represents, that
Frenchmen carry their own soap about
with them when they are travelling, and
would no more think of using the soap on
s hotel washstand, than an old stray todth-
brush they might find on the same piee of
furniture! - What shocking soap they must
supply in the best French hote's, when
they supply any, if a Frenchman speaks of
it in such strong terms! It may surprise
the gifted author of ** Jonathan and his
Continent” to know that Americans are
also in the habit of carrying cakes of soap
about with them when they travel, but
that at the same time when they etay at a
first class hotel they expect to be supplied
with the best of everything, including a
fresh cake of the very best soap on their
washstand ; and they are pever disap-
pointed.

In short Max O'Rell cannot stand one
word of criticism tor his own country, but’
he expects other countries to stand ur-
limited criticism from French writers in re
turn. His Frenchman’s joke about the
American’s lack of a grandfather is a ““good
bumored bit of chaffing,” but Mark
Twain's retort about the Frenchman’s
father is ‘‘a gross insult” and Mr.
Blouet proceeds to give proof of his utter
intolerance of all criticism by a few re-
marks on the aristocracy of America and
one anecdote in particular which I confess
1 find it bard to believe is founded on fact,

. The cost of se of these
is about the same as the cost of maintain-
iog church work, about $110,000 in both
cases. The amount of money invested in
ths charities about the -city is $625,000.
The following table will show in brief
what the various churities argidoing :
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PUBLIC CHARITINS
Provincial Lunatic Asvium, 620 4000 250 000
Geperal Pubhc H- spital, 791 180:0 70.000
Bovs® Reformatory, 18 2530 30,000
Almshcuse, 300 13,000 30,000
PRIVATE HOMES.

Protestant O1pban Asylum, 40 3000 30 000
Wigeins’ Male Orphan Asylom, 1+ 3.000 125 000
St. Patrick’s Industrisi Echool, —_— -_—
CLft Street Orphan Asylum, 80 —— e
Mater Misericordie Home, 50 —— 30000
Home for Aged Women, 10 —— 10800
salvation Army Rescue Home, 20 800 P
Little Gigls’ Home, (W.C.T.U.) 10 _8j0  ——
Day Nuzsery, 2% Y
i BELIEF 80CIETIES.
Relicf and Ald Socety, — 7000 e
St. Vincent oe Paul Soclety 80/am.—— _
W. C. T. U. Relef D: partment, — 70 —

King's Duughteis Department, 40.am.——

RE UMB.
Public Charities, 1725 73,530 80,00
Private Homes, 225 25,000 250,000
Reliet Societier, 225(am 9,000  —

A MILLER'S STORY.

HE WAS GIVEN JUST ONE MONTH TO
LIVE.

First A d With ory

tism, and Then Stricken With Paralysls
—Hope Abandoned snd He Longed For
Death 1o KHelease Fim From Suftering—

find i
Had iﬂtbﬁ P 'Y (x ‘N /" dl‘ml

y, Brockville, Ont., or Scherectady.
. Y. Beware of imitations and substitutes

allbged to be ““just as good.”

From Triviél Caunses.
You would be surprited bow often the
ifl id

prizes.
ber that in ing for the
's Prize at Wimbledon a jew years
k, 8 celebrated marksman, at a most
ﬂmt?mﬁfhh. was wholly discon-
Aim through s wasp fly-
from bis right hand full i the tace jast

but he\ missed the prize.
«+At\Bisley once a competitor's dog was
its master’s teml, [t somehow

bilot 0ld farmer who

resided in A trange, eccen-
tric sort of being, be alge famous for
bis penuriousness and b¥® Phntness. One

4he parish had

sfternoon the minister o
i omary pastoral

called st the farm on his

wisitation. when it came o rain beavily,
and in a short time the burk’ which ran be-
tween the farm and the loanse became
flooded. The only method of crossing the
stream at this place was by stepping-stones,
the nearest bridge causing a circut of three
miles.

‘The minis'er was nonplussed by the un--
expected catastrophe, ' and, after much
cogitation, remarked—

*¢| think, Mr. X., I shall be obliged to
spend the night here.”

+*Weel,” returned the old fellow irascibly,
*sthere’s & burn between your hoose an’
mine, an’ it [ was at your hoose as you're
at mine, 1'd gang bame the nicht ;

The minister went bome.

Many business men would
be more successful if their minds were not
80 bound down to details doing work that
can as well be done by an assistant. You
are your best salesman. Write me.

S~eLv's Business CoLLege, Truro, N 8.
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Cures Croup, Colds, Coughs, Sore-Throat, Cramps
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for Plain Tinting.

painters buy and bang their chromos or

hurch’s Alabastine

No Boiliag or Hot Water Needed. 16 Beatiful Shades asd Wiite.
Alabastine will stay in solution several hours. and yet sets
hard on the wall finally; this gives painters and others ample -
time to work the same before the setting process takes place. -

For ulé
COLD WATER:
E

Saves Time, Saves Waste, and is superior to Kalsomines

Also is adapted to Solid Wall Relief Work, Modeﬁlng.
Combing, Stippling, Blending, etc. :

NOTE.—Alsbastive pleases Painters every time, that
sbie them to reclaim their simost lost art from the w.;mxhn

do work that will en-
of real wall d S S—
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W. H. THORNE & Co., %

AVERY Popular Range

If you want the BEST, cull
and see our ROYAL AKT.

It 18 without an equal.
_ The oven is of fuil size and
’ll.‘l"m unly‘Range with an Oven

hermometer, it a/»0 ha :
Patent Duck Ash Grate, lm'i l:
the Raoge 18 made ut home re-
Pairs can be readuy supplied.
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OONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS,

At last He Found a Cure | His
Wondertul Recevery.

(8herbrooke Guzctte.)

The benefits arising from the use of Dr.
Williams' Pink Pills are well known to the
Giazette. It is a frequent occurrence that
people come into the office and state that
they have been restored to health by their
use It occasionally happens that extraor-
dinary instances of their curative powers
comes to our notice, and one o'f t}leue was

TWO QUART & pusnaty: Soomer
laree invoi™.: of these excellent byringvs just re.

ceived. By mail, registered Lo any part of Lanad:
#125. C. K. Short, 8t. dohn, N. B, o

u"’u Oatfits and materials,
Kodaks and Cameras
from $6 to $100. Praciical informa-

tion ensuring success, free. bdave
time and money by consulting us.
Ropertsox FEOTO ¥ Co., Mas-
onic Building, 8t. John, N. B.

related to us recently, so g in its
nature that we felt t{ne closest investigation
was required in order to thoroughly test
the accuracy of the statements made to us.
We devoted the necessary time for that
purpose and can vouch for ’thﬁ reliability of

T A P For Hand Printing,”
Baoks, Railways, Man-
ufe’s und Merchants supplied. Lin-
en Markers, Monograms, Stencils,
Besls, eic., to order
l&u;ﬂln Sraur WoRks, 8t. John,

the tollowing facts, wond y p g be-
lief as they may appear :

There are few men more widely known
in this section than Mr. A. T. topkins.
of Johnville, Que. Previous to his removal
to Johnville, Mr. Hopkins revided at
Windsor Mills and was for three years u
ber ot the icipal coun il of that

unless Max O'Rell's experience of the
upper classes of American society was
singularly unfortunate.

1 believe it s a fact very gemerally con
ceded by those who are well qualified to

plasce. When a young man Mr. Hopkins
wa noted for bis strength_and his activity
as a wrestler. His strength stands him in
good stead for he works hard at his busi-
ness, carrying heavy sacks ot flour in his
mill for many hours during the day and
far into the night. Active as

judge, that an American gentl isa
very perfect gentleman indeed, and the
same may be said in all truth of an Ameri-
can lady; she is & lady in every sense of
the word, so Max O'Rell's milhonairess
must hsve been one cf the parvenu class,
who are not even related to the true
aristocracy, and it is scarcely fair for
bim to judge the many by the one!
Fortunately Mark Twain is not condemned
to stand or fall according to M. Blouet’s
judgment, and it is also a matter of. con-
gratulation that we cannot see ourselves
always, just as others see us: else all the
people sbout whose national manners
customs and feelings . Max O'Rell has

their own countries at once, and become

. GrorrrEY CUTHBEBT STRANGE.

g5 Parrotsas Rallway Pmr-‘.
Parrots are being put to a practical use m
Germany. They have becn iutroduced into
the railway stations, and trained to call out
the name while the train stands there, thus
saving people the trouble of making in-

written, would be clamoring to renounce | says, life becamea burden to him and he

nasuralized citizens of the one perfect | (Ootober of that he heard ot Dr, Wil
country in the worldi—La Belle France ! li:ms'ul’?nk an\;m ipong -

et
he is, nn({ strong as he is, there was a time
not long distant when he was as helpless
as an in'ant and suffered intolerable agony
About three years ago, while r idi t

BY a young lady a situation as

& Compunion or to walton s in.
vuiid. §Can furnish references. Addre:

Proaagss Office, St. John, N. B,

Mend Your Own Hose

e HUDSON'S GARDEN- HOSE MENDER

Pat up in boxes forjfamily use. "
Each box contains 1 pair of Pliers, 6 Tubes, 20 Bands-
y Hose can_be mended or

from the Hose. Ours will
(XX}

Price 75c. per box.

T. WAVITY & SONS, - ST. JOHN, N. B.

e

§§'n 50“. :u"?ﬁn-o. B~x°'n.. Chatham,

., #0d get your character r wd vy return mail.
391~

FOR SALE CHEAP, ~priatieson et
ovique Valiey R Splendid ity te
invest smull capital in merd‘mx trading business.

Now is the time to ov ddress BusiNEss,
P. 0. Box 83, Richibu t, N. B. 9.1

l E OLD Postage Stamps of New

) Brupswick, Nova Scotls, P.

. 1sland, British C e

pence-issues of Canada. Address, giviog ful!_par-

ti ulars, Wm. Hewa.t, 44 Irving Place, N;:M grk
t
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Windsor Mills, he was attacked by inflam-
matory rheumatism. It grew worse and
worse unti!, i spite of medical advice and
prescriptions,  alter &  year's ill-
ness he had a stroke of paralysis.
His right arm and leg became quite useless.
Sores broke out on both legs. ~ He suffered
excruciating agony, and had rest neither
day nornight. He sought the best medical
adviee that could be.obtained, but no hopes
were held out to him by the physicians.
“He will certainly die within a month,”
one well known practitioner told his triends.
“He will be a cripple for lite,” said two
other doctors.. 1t is no wonder that, as he

longed for death to relieve him from hissuf-
ferings. This was in Aagust, 1892, About

and asa forlern hope
determined to try them. He did so, and
before loﬁg was able to take out door
exercise, He pt d with the treat!
::ilmlz‘:lollowingtbe dim‘f;.«;lom, and is to
By n As# asw . mwan,
mdilnbewm‘;VM o‘ﬁmth-
out difficulty the laborious calling by which

City.
S YEARS 80 BY nriin i
& iziog more and
more ly the merit of S8hort's * E: are.’
TFor dyspepsis, indigestion, headache, bilionsness,
constipation, etc., its curative cffects are magical.
Try Short’s ** Dyspepticure.”

n.E l llo. CUSTOMERS wanted for

‘beautifal  doll parcel,
We will send you post free for oply 25 cents, 6
eight inch imported, stamped cloth dolls. Aadress:
Gorbell’s Art Store, 207 Unirn Syreet, St. Jo{zll."!l&l

Bend vs your address

and wo will show you

by B howdomake A3 & day; absoluiely
=4 seze; wo fumish the work and toxc = T 5o W
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B_Q_jler

It is impossible for a

Ex

to occur where a

Babcock and Wilcox Boiler -
: is used. .8
| have FOR SALE one of these celebrated boilers, .

Secpnd han 99 H. P., in first-class condition: »
- Main features are Safety, Durability and Economy.

WILL SELL FOR LESS THAN HALF THE ORIGINAL COBT.
- ‘Write for partieulars and price.

he gets a living.

developé in him ihus early and dim the

quiries. | -

uch was thge wonderful story told the
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