'/

THE, ECH», MONIREAL.

OUR BOARDING HOUSE

* Reflections on Current Evepits by

#

" doing justice to itself.

the Boarders. fr"

/ % When rogues fall out, Honest men

may get a chance,” said Phil, “ and for
this reason 1 hope that the Liberals

. and Conservatives will get downright

mad at each other. I hope they will
get mad enough to show each other
just how corrupt snd scoundrelly they
really are, and I trust that while they
are thus engaged workingmen will keep
their heads cool and their powder dry.
First the Liberals called the Conserva-
tives thieves, and lately the Conserva-
tives returced the compliment, and the
fun of it is that both sides proved that
they were right. Courts, Commissions
and Parliamentary Committees have
proven to the satisfaction of the people
that both parties are corrupt enough to
steal- anything from a whaleboat to a
railway or from a clapboard to a public
building ; the only thing that remains
to be settled is which can steal the
most in the shortest possible time. If
the events of the last six months don’t
open the eyes of the Canadian people
nothing short of an earthquake ever

£ will.”

IMMIGRATION.

The Bureau of Statistics gives some
intereating figures in regard to recent
immigration to the United States.
During the last ten months immigra.
tion has increosed to 628,458, against
427,666 in the same period of 1890.
The largest contribution to this swell-
ing tide of immigration is made by
Russia, and amounts to 61,888. This
is'exclusive of 28,462 immigrants from
Poland, & large proportion of whom
were subjects of the Czar. The two
immigrations together, amounting to
90,350, show a.n.increase of nearly 50,-
000 over the immigrations from Kussia
and Poland during the corresponding
period of last year. Most of this un-
desirable acquisition of inhabitants is
due to despotic government, persecu-
tion and famine in Russia. But should
this year of famine be succeeded by
years of abundance in Russia it is not
probable that there would be any
serious interruption in the tide of im-
migration, unleess it should be arrested
by legislation in this country. . While
the Russian peasants have almost a
fanatical attachmeut for their wretched
homes, when they become once tho-
rdughly stirred by the impulse of mi-

/ «Tt is now claimed in certain qugr- jfgration there is no predicting the ex-

fKers that Angers acted contrary to th¢

Constitntion in refusing to call the

Legislature,” said Brown, ‘“and this
gives the professional politician an op-
portunity to pose as a patriot. You
will find him before long stumping the
country and trying to make us believe
that our rights as British subjects have
been filched from us, and that unless
you elect him and return the party to
which he belongs to power Constitu-
tional Government will be a thing of
the past in Canada. Now, I wish to
warn you; whenever a professional
politician becomes patriotic he needs
watching. I have little faith and no
respect for a Constitution under which
a nation may be robbed -in such a
wholesale and barefaced way as we
have been, but I will say this: that if
that document is of any value, either
as an agreement, or record, or as a
curio, I would strongly advise the
keeper of that old piece of sheepskin
to send it to some place out of Canada
for safe-keeping, for the chances are
that if either ot thegold rvolitical par-
ties are returned to power they’ll steal
couutry, constitution and all.”

¢There is no other country under,
the sun,” said Gaskill, “in which po-
litieal corruption has assumed such an
alarming hold as in Canada, and no
other,people but Canadians would put
up with it ; it clearly shows that the
electorate is either ignorant or that its
morality is of & low order. If the for-
mer is the case, then our system of
education is wrong and should be re-
modelled, but if the latter is true,
what shall be said of your priests and
parsons who, after centuries of almost
absolute control of the moral education
of the people, can show nothing higher
or better than that? If they are, as
they claim to be, the moral guides and
teachers of their flocks, the indifference
of the people to corruption in high
places is little to their credit, and if
they are not, of what use are they 1 I
maintain that the church has not in the
past, and is not at the present, doing
its duty by the people ; neither is it
With the
clergy of all denominations in Canada
determined to purify politics, no cor-
rupt Government could maintain itself
in power for a week in any part of this
Dominion ; and if ever circumstances
warrantegl clerical interference in poli-
tics, they certdinly warrant it now.
But the clergy, with one orWiwo hon-
orable exceptions, are as silent as the
grave. It is such conduct on their
part at critical times like these that
produces Atheist for:

¢ If God is, there must be justice;
Is there justice here or aught ?

"Twere a thought far less blasphemous
To believe that God were not,”

By Brapss,

tent of & movement which has already
reached such formidable proportions.
The peopls of the United States have
no right to intcrfere with the internal
policy of Russia; but they have a
right to protect themselves from one of
the worst consequences of Muscovite
persecution and tyranny. Next to
Russia, Germany makes the largest in-
crease of immigration, the number ris-
ing to 107,835 from 83,269 in the ten
months of 18-0. While military con-
gcription has always a large share in
immigration from Germany, the recent
movement has been stimulated in no
small degree by the dearness of bread
in that country.

There has been little or no change
in the immigration from Great Britain
and Ireland ; but Italy has sent 61,837
of its impoverished inhabitants to the
United States during the last ten

months, and increase of upward of
8,000 over the large immigration of

the corresponding period of last year,
Scandinavia contributes 47,871 new
immigrants to join their brethren in
peopling the agricultural regions of the
Northwest. It is very evident from
these returns that the new laws of
Congress to restrict immigration have
had very little effect. The eagerness
of the steamship companies to secure
the largest possible human cargoes, and
the industry of their agents, who re.
ceive a liberal price upon every head
which they obtain, have proved more
than a match for the vigilance and zeal
of the officials who superintend immi-
gration to this country. There is not
a district in Southern Europe that has
not its rival steamship agents, who fill
the imaginations of the inhabitants
with delusive pictures of the blessings
that await them in the United States.
Russia, formerly so jealous of immigra-
tion, is now glad to get rid of a portion
of her population, whom famine and
persecution are converting into deadly
enemies of her government. So long,
thérefore, as no effective restraints shall
be put upon this class of immigration
the movement from Russia and from
Southeastern Euprope may be expected
to swell in volume.—Philadelphia
Record.

It is not for soldiers alone that war
finds employment. With the dis-
gharge of the first gun or;the appear-
ance of the first cavalry scoul, the
world’s seribblers at once seek to turn
an honest penny by appearing as war
correspondents sufficiently near the
scens of actton to be reasonably safe,
or as novelists to stay at home and
manufacture thiilling tales of love and
slaughter while the opportunity offers
—that is, while men’s minds are

swayed by the sounds of strife, It
was so during the Crimean struggle,
during the Indian mutiuy, and, later
still, during the murderous contest be
tween the Northern Democracy, deter-
mined on the freedom that could ounly
be preserved by solidarity, and the
Southern Oligarchy prepared for selfish
ends to drive a wedge into the Union.
It was in a novelette touching on some
episodes in the Indian uprising, which
so nearly destroyed in a day the work
of a century, that a literary hack in
the neighborhood of Rateliffe Highway
wrote of Hindostan as “ An Empire
won hy the sword, but which the Bible
alone can retain.” At that time the
Sepoys in squb.ds were being blown
away from guns, It is therefore but
fair to the British authorities of the
time to say that they recognized the
expediency of not depending solely on
the Word of God. The Bible is ad-
mirable in many ways : but its persua-
sive power is in no way diminished by
alliance with a field-piece.

It may be said without irreverence
that the part hitherto played in the
Jewish scriptures in governing the great
Asiatic dependency has been insignifi-
cant. It will probaly remain so. Nor
is there much evidence to show that,

cepted the European Trinity instead
of their own gods, any great benefit
would result, so far, at least, as thi®
world is concerned. Europeans nations
bave enjoyed in some instances the
blessings of the true faith for 15 or 16
centuries with the result that at the
present m ment millions of young men
go to bed every night with rifles and
ammunition within easy reach. Hence,
in order to hold India there appears at
present to be no better method than
the primitive one of braining those who
desire to take it. In a word, the country
was not only won by the sword, but
will have to be retained, if retained at
all, by the same weapon. The case is
but a mwodern illustration of the well-
known dictum, to place rather more
trust in powder than in Providence.

At the present time considerable at-
tention is focussed on the broad tracts
of country drained by the Indus and
extending from the foot of the Hima-
layas to the sea under the northern
tropic. It 1s probably in the neighbor-
hood of this great Punjaub stream that
India will be won or lost. For many
years past the conquerors have kept a
jealous eye on this north-western bor-
der land, which is occupied by the
Sikhs, the fiercest of warriors, and
which is daily being approached by the
Russians. So long as Britain holds
the sea, danger can only come from the
north-west, except as in 1857, when
the trouble is entirely internal. Within
the last week or two, brief telegrams of
ominous import have come from this
region, or rather from the region just
to the north, where the Himalayas,
having run themselves out, degenerate
into the Hindoo Coosh, or form little
knots of mountainous outlying sen-
tries, as if to guard the upper angle of
the Pupjaub. It is about here that after
gome centuries of advance, the Coa-
sack has at last run into the Afghan—
impinged upon him, so 10 say—and
theie they stand at this moment biting
thumbs at each -other with every pro-
gpect of arbitrating with the bayonet
before long. In the meantime, two
spectators, one from the extreme east,

7 e the other from the far west of the old
& ENGLAND HOLD IN h | continent—one with a pig-tail, tha

. tother with spats—stands by to show

fair play or fo take a hand in the dis-
pute, according to circumstances. No-
body supposes the Muscovite wants the
barren Afghan rocks or would risk a
Jewish soldier for aright-of-way through
one of the valleys, except as a highway
to the fruitful plains further south.
AU RS

; The wrong malady—Doctor—You should
not drink so much Bourbon ; it will do you
no permanent good. You should drink
milk, for it contains all the elements of
blood. Patient—But I'm not bloodthirsty.

even if the bulk of the inhabitants ac-|

A.T. Holland,

MANUFACTURING FURRIER,
14 OTREDAME ST

All kinds of Fur in stock, and made to
order at moderate prices.

N.B.—FURS CLEANED, DYED AND RE-
PAIRED A SPECIALTY.

M. Bachman,

Artistic Merchant Tailor,

FURS AND. TRIMMINGS,
GENTLEMEN'S GARWENTS

MADE UP I}I THE LATEST STYLE,

DRSS SUITS AND UgIFORMS

Cut and Mako Guaranteed.
Repairing and Cleaning.

409 ST. JAMES ST

CALL AT
S. H. PARKER'S

NEW YEAR'S PRESENTS!

YOUNG LADIES, buy a new pair of Plush
Slippers for your young man and he will think
og you nights he stays in, which is not very
often,

PARENTS, buy your children a nice pair
of Moccasins. '

BOOTS, SHOES

— AND —

RUBBERS
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION

=7AT LOWEST PRICES. =3
PARKER,

THE BARGAIN MAKER,

1351 St. Catherine St.

here, and by your own people.
as mail it to other cities.
quote you prices.

524 CRAIG STREET,
319 ST. JAMES STREET,

‘“ All the Comforts of Home”

Can be enjoyed by using one of our Stoves.

“One of the Finest”

Cook Stoves Made, and one that will do its share of the Heating.

““One of the Bravest”

and Finest things to do is to overcome your prejudice and remember there can
be just as good Goods made in your own town as any other.

“The Grass is Green Far Away,”

But we notice that zfter knocking around the wcrld a few years Montreal is
about as good a city to live in as any further West.

The Stoves are made

Might as well put the money in their pockets
Think it over, and if you want a stove allow us to

SATESROOMS:

2495 NOTRE DAME STREET,

1417 ST. CATHERINE STREET,
CORNER INSPECTOR AND WILLIAM STS., HAYMARKET SQUARE

W. CLENDINNENG & SON.

TEA! T TEA!

Housekeepers,glook to your interests.and

BUY STROUD'S TEAS AND COFFEES.

Have you tried STROUD’S 30c Black, Green or Japan Teas? If not, do
so and save 10c to 20c per Ib. This is no catch, and any person finding thesa
Teas not as represented will have their money refunded.

Stroud's Tea and Coffee Warehouss,
9188 NOTRE DAME ST. NFAR MOUNTAIN.

HAVE YOU ONE F OUR

XMAS AND NEW YEAR'S
PRESENTS !

~ $3.00 PLATFORM ROCKERS?

IF NOT, PLACE YOUR ORDER AT ONCE,

niture in

Finest Assortment of Fancy and Useful F

the City.

v

iz OPEN EVENINCGS.

H. A. WILDER & CO.

232 to 238 McGill Street.




