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FRENCH POLITICS. - ;

ris, March 2.—The Figaro this, ‘morning
Ws up the interview it published yes-
Ry with Premier €ombes upen the re-
B that the cabinet is likely to fall soon,
the report of-a lengthy eonversation:
een a member of the eabinet, Whose
ity is not divulged, and an intimate
d. This minister said there was 3
absence of cordial ‘rélations among
cabinet members, who avoided ex-
ges elsewhere than at the official meet-
and who even then did ‘mot discuss
ers, but simply accepted thefpropesals
P by Combes. He added-that all the
bers would be glad when the cabinet
overturned, but that none was wiling
mpromise his coleagues by taking the
tive by resigning, and declared the
ber of deputies would @t once reverse
abinet if it could vote seeretly, bul
the deputles feared the accusation of”
lonary tendencles th!! not sup-
he government’s cal policy. '
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RUSSIAN SQUADRON MAY

SOON ATACK JAPANESE

4 Decisive Move Expected to Follow Arrival of Markoff---Torpedo
Boats to Take Prominent Part--Landing of Troops at
Chinnampho Will Expedite Advance.

London, March 4.—The' general idea
among correspondents in the Far East
2 < to be that no important land
¢ is expected before the end of

1tch to the Daily Express from
dated March 2nd, says that
1_‘,,um xp;mww troops have landed at
Shemulpo and gene to Ping Yang.
A ]qu n correspondent of the Daily
le gives a rumor that 60,000
e landed at Wonsan,
hai correspondent of the
ph asserts that three sep-
Japanese armies have landed in

Chemu]

in any of these reporfs is
but it is evident that Japan
ning etrict secrecy as to her

r date of March 3rd, a Chefoo
COTTesy mI'wI«‘llt of the Daily Telegraph
says that, although Japan has lest a

cruiser and that the machinery of

o of her warships has been damaged,
these have probably been fully repaired,
and in any event Japan has complete
command of the sea and will resume her
mval movements, the landing of Japan-
ese troops at the best sfrategie positions
and the occupation of territory near Port
Dalny as soon as the winter moderates.

o predicts that, ‘having erossed the.

one army of the Japanese will

ten Kirin, cutting the railroad and

ing Vladivostock while the second

ree deals with the Liao Tung penin-
sula,

According to the Chefoo correspondent
of the Morning Pest, a Japanese battle-
ship has run aground near, Chemulpo.

Refugees  from * Arthur, the
Nagasaki correspondy ,_of the Times
capes. “believe thefe WWere: fhirty .thots
sand troops there in the ‘middle of Feb-
ruary. They report that the tenm thou-
sand Russian troops who were dispatch-
el to Korea the beginning of February

were so ill-equipped with transporfs and
supplies that it was thought they would
be compelled to return. They say also
that the Russianstreated the Japanese at
Port Arthur so brutally that they fled
to the sea shore, embarked in small har-
bor boats and endeavored to reach Port
Dalny. Several were drowned.”

Confident of Result,

St. Petersburg, March 4—The govern-
ment is badly puzzled at the apparent
disappearance of the Japanese squadron,
which has been investing Port Arthur
and are inclined to believe that the
ships are being coaled and their ammauni-
tion supplied in order to begin a renewal
of the bombardment at an early date.
The report which is being persistently
circulated by the “official”’ news agency
that the Japanese have retired, discour-
aged at their lack of success in damag-
ing the fortress and the severe injury of
some of their ships, is laughed at by the
best posted of {he naval experts here. It
is reported that orders have been sent to
the commandant at Port Arthur to
relax none of his vigilance and not to
permif his cruisers and scout boats to
venture too far away from their base ‘n
endeavoring te iocate the enemy.

Russian officers are looking forward
confidently to. the first battle between
the land forces. They declare that the
Russian forces in the vicinity of the
Yalu are strong enough to contest the
points of vantage with the ememy and
are placing a great deal of dependence
in the sfrong force of cavalry which
General Lenevitch has available for ser-
vice. It will endeavor to cut the Japan-
ese line of communication and generally

‘harass them . swithout = actually partict.

pating in a gen®ral engagement.  The
main reliance of the Russian commander
will be on his infantry, and he will use
the cavalry as an auxiliary and to follow
up any advantage that may be gained.

4

In reply to a telegram sent to himi by
General Bogdanoviteh, viceroy Alexieff
says: ‘Your message has strengthened
our unalterable defermination to fight
until the death for faith, the Czar and
the eountry.”

Report Heavy Losses,

Viadivostock, March 3.—It is reported
here that a Japanese steamer, the name
of which is not known, was sunk in the
Sea of Japan on February 25th while
on her way to Wonsan with a load of
rice.

Witnesses of the naval fight at Port
Arthur have just arrived here. They
declare that the losses of the Japanese
up to February 25th were greater than
has been admitted in foreign news-
papers. In addition to five steamers
sunk they say that five torpedo boat de-
sfroyers, one gunboat and two torpedo
boats were put out of action and sev-
eral others so damaged that they will
require extensive repairs,

* Depend on Land Force. s

Yin Kow, March 3.—The Russo-
Chinese bank is closing preparatory to
removing to Mukden. Women and chil-
dren are preparing to leave Yin Kow in
anticipation of the arrival of a Japan-
ese flget, which is expected when ., the
river opens, probably -a fortnight hence.

On account of the impossibility of
defending the coast of Ying Kow unti}
such time as a thaw ifs the con-
struction of retrenchments and forts, the
Russians have prepared to retire up the
main railroad line. There are practically
ne defence here, and although the shiff-
ing and reshifting of troops and artillery
to ithe small forts at the mouth of the.
[ Bifio river has the appcarance of an in-
tiention to defend Yin Kow, the military
autheorities depend upon an inland en-
gagement to put a stop to the Japanese
adwvance,

As far as is yet known the only plans
decided upon are:

Fimt—That Gen. Kouropatkin’s head-
quarters.are to be at Mukden, Vice-
roy Alexieff proposes to remain at Muk-
den indefinitely, as that city is the centre
of the Chinese administration and has a
viceroyal bureau. Second—That the
plain west of T'ashihachio, which is al-
most impossible of defence, will be held,
if possible, on account of the ramlmad
connecfing with Port Arthur.- Thirdly
—Hai-Ching and Liao-Chang are the
extreme limits to which troops will be
withdrawn on account of the exposure
of the railroad at these points.

‘a thaw permits the construction of y
fences is thought hete to be practically
certain. It would appear also that the
authorities expect Port Arthur to be
besieged.

Sir Robert Iart, direcfor of the Chin-
ese imperial maritime customs, after
sounding Russian opinion in the matter,
has ordered the Chinese customs hgh!r-
ship and the channel buoy to be placed
at the river mouth as usual. This step,
however, has no effect upon the neutrali-
zation of .newchwang,

The St. Petersburg correspondent of
the Matin telegraphs that Admiral
Makaroff has arrived at Port Arthur.

The Harbin correspondent of the
Matin says that a detachment of Japan-
ese cavalry, @ommanded by Vitchenmo
Calenter Moghane, has entered Mai Frur
Chan in south Manchuria, close to the
Korean border.

by
KOUROPATKIN'S DEPARTURE.

Will Start Fer the Front on March
12th, Going by Special Train.

Paris, March 4.—The St. Petersburg
correspondent of the Echo De Paris says
that when Gen, Kouropatkin starts for
the Far East on March 12th, he will go
in a special train, and be accompamied
by part of hig staff. It is reported, the

GEN. KOUROPATKIN,
Who Will Start For the Front om
March 12th.

correspondent confinues, that the Czar
said to him: “You will return a field
marshal.” There has not been a field
marshal in Russia since Count Giurko.

A

Paris, March 4.—Information received
here from official sources in Korea: con-
firm previous reports to the effect that
Chinnampho is free from ice, that the
Japanese have ceased debarking troops
at Chemulpo and that they have taken
advantage of the opening of Chinnampho
to land troops there, thus expediting the
forward movement.,

Official advices from St. Petersburg
confirm, the reports that a decisive miove
is anticipated oh the part of the Port
Arthur squadron mnow that Admiral
Markoff has arrived here, that torpedo
boafs especially will be brought into
play, and that in spite of reports to tive
contrary, Russia is understood to have
an ample supply of torpedoes for these
craft.

SR, Yy
TRANSPORTS SIGHTED.

Escorted by Cruisers They Are Proceed-
ing Towards Gulf of Liao Tung.

New York, March 4.—Six Japanese
cruisers, escorting ten transports, have
been sighted sieaming in the direction
of the Gulf of Liao Tung, according to
a cable to the Herald, from Chefoo. Thig
movement is connected with the reported
intention to effect a landing north of
Saddle Bay. Owing to the heavy
weather, it is difficult to proceed. A big
battle is expected.

—_—C——

CALLING OUT RESERVES.

Preparations to Mobilize the Whole of
Russian Army if Necessary,.
——

St. Petersburg, March 4.—An imperia}
order has been issued summoning the
reserve subalferns and first class reserve
of Huropean Russia to the colors for a
six weeks' course of training. Al similar
order has been'issued to the:mdval re-
serves. This is mterpretec}gp indicating
that everything is being got ready for
fhe mobilization. of the whole Russian
army if necessary: The St. Petersburg
post office employées are starting a fund
to build a torpedo boat to be named

Post Telegraphs.

A resident of 8t. Pefersburg, who has
just arrived here from Port Arthur, hav-
ing left the day before the Japanese at-
tack, tells an interesfing story, which
seems to indicate that 'the Japanese
plammed to cork the harbor before firing
a shot.

He says tha on the day of his de-
parfure a big merchantman, flying the
"Japanese flag, approached tha entrance
and in the narrowest partotthednnn-el

THE EYES OF THE JAPANBSE ARMY—CAVALRY SOOUTING.

suddenly stopped, signalled “I ami sink-

That the Japanese will jarrive be%g

A HALT ON THE MARCH.
Japanese Troops Resting For Rations.

—

ing,” and commenced to setfle. Luckily
a tug with steam up was close by, and
towed the Japanese vessel into a shallow
part of the outer harbor. The merchant-
man was loaded with iron. The captain
declared he had been caught in a storm
and the pumps, which had kept the
steamer afloat, broke down just as the
entrance of Port Arthur was reached.
The wife of a Russian naval officer
aftached to the armored cruiser Rossia,
who has just arvived here from -Vl'adl-
vostock, descrioed the scene there at the
outbreak of "hostilities. At 8 o'clock in
the morning of February 9th a shot was
fired by the flagship and snigals were
hoisted ealling all seamen and othenrs who
were on shore leave to come on board.
There was great excitemenf and
enthusiasm amongst the people in the
streets. The warship harbor were sur-
rounded with ice, and crowds gathered
about them watching the ships receive
their war colors and cheered as the ice-
breaker opened a channel. Af 2 o'clock
in the afternoon headed by the Rossia
and accompanied by the hurrahs of the
people gathered on the ice the fleet
steamed out.

>
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THE FIRST ATTACKE.

Panic Among the thn»t;itants at Port
Arthur—Cabmen Drafted Info
Seryice,

Moscow, March 4.—M Arkouin, an
actor, who has refurned here from Porv
Amﬁmr, was an eye:witness of events
there, prior to his . departure. -His
Japanese landlady on February 3rd de-
clared that the Japanese had already
landed at Yin Kow, and thab another
place would be taken.

On February Tth the Japanese began
leaving Port Axthur.. Upon orders from
the viceroy, those remaining on February

Oth- were detained, sbout 100 of them

being rounded up at the hotel.

M Arkouin had been: informed that
Chinese would begin celebrating the New
Year by setting off fireworks and shoot-
ing guns, so when firing was heard for
the first time it was supposed to be the
Chinese celebration. The warships had
cleared their decks, but even this did
not oecasion .alarm. It was not unti}
the 9th that the ordinary course of
events was interrupted. Thaf day firing
caused a panic among the people. All
business was suspended. It was ramer-
ed about the town that am explosion
had occurred on board one of the
Japanese vessels.

Dauring the bombardment the wind
blew towards the forts and consequently
the smoke from the guns interfered with
the sight of the Russians.

I4 was rumored in Port Arthur, and
believed, that the Japanese had landed
at Port Dalny and that they wounld at-
tack Port Arthur by land. The cabmen:
at. Port. Arthur had. been drafted into
the military service,

It was rumored, he continued, thav
two Japanese had ‘been caught trying te
blow up a railway tunnel at Sunchin.
Ewvery train out of Port Arthur was ac-
companied by a strong guard.

—o—
RELATIONS IMPROVED.

Suspicions Entertained by Russia Re-
garding Britain’s Attitude
Cleared Away.

Paris, March 4.—To the gratifieation
of France better relations betweén Rus-
sia and Great Britain are promised as
the result of the visit of the Russian
ambassador in London »i#it. Peters-
burg. Official advices from St. Peters-
burg show that the amba Bér’s repre-
sentations cleared away many suspicions
entertained by the Russian authorities.
Russia does not desire unfriendly rela-
tions with Great Britain, She there-
fore met the British governgment half
way, and it is understood that the am-
bassador was charged with the most con-
ciliatory message by the Czar,

given rise to a feeling in official and
diplomatic circles that it will be possible
after all to confine the Far Eastern war
to Russia and Japan. The regret-
ted action of varjous European coun-
tries in arming is not considered as hay-
ing any other bearing than preparation
for eventualities which, in the present
optimistic frame of mind of the author-
ities, are not likely to come to pass.

There is doubt in official circles regard-
ing the poliey ' of Germany toward Rus-
sia. © Advices veceived here indicate that
Germany assured Russia that France in-
spired the recent note of the United
States Secretary of State Hay regarding
Chinese neutrality, while F'rance claims,
and Russia is satisfied, that Germany
made the first suggestion to the United
States.

ST PR

PAPERS WARNED.

Must Not Publish Bitter Anti-British
Articles.,

New York, March 4.—A special from
St. Petersburg to,the Herald, says that
in connection with, Count Benickendorff’s
recent departure ! from London, local
newspapers,  especially the 'Novoe
Vremya, had been seriously warned
against harmful and bitter anti-British
articles, which they have been in the
habit of publishing.

e,
LETTER FROM CZAR.

Russian ‘Ambassador Brought Reply to
the King From St. Petersburg,

London, March 4.—The Russian am-
bassador, Count Beckendorff, who re-
turmed to London from St. Befersburg
on Wednesday, to-day visited King Bd-
ward and presented His Majesty with

This new phase of the situation has.

]

| ani autograph letter from the Czar. This
| was in answer to a letter sent by King
Bdward in which, in the most friendly
terms, he emphasized Great Britain’s
complete neutrality during the war im
the Far East, and he trusfed that the
Czar would pay no attention to the
press reports intimating Great Brifaim
was not neutral nor to any unfriendly
comments of the English papers, which
the King regretted.

e )
STATES AND RUSSIA.

Washington Government’s Change of At~
titude Hailed With Satisfaction.

St. Petersburg, March 4.—The Russian
press hails with satisfaction the Ameri-
can dispatches of the last few days indi
cating a ‘change in the . disposition of
the Washington government towards
Russia. The Bourse Gazette and the
Novoe Vremya. this morning discuss in a
sober fashion Russo-American retalia-
tions, and the danger of permanemt
estrangement. The Gazette says there is
something profoundly regrettable in the
present relations between these tweo
powers.

PRSI oSNNS

EXODUS CONTINUES.

Inhabitants Xeaving Viadivostock—No
Japanese Warships Sighted Since
February 25th.

Vladivostock, March 4.—All is quiek
here. No Ja,pannese warships have been
seen since February 25th, when three
ships were sighted on the horizon, but
soon disappeared.

The inhabitants confinwe to leave
Viadivostock for Nikolsk, Khabarovsk or
Europe.

LR Ml
TO GUARD PROPERTY.

United States Marines Will Proteet
Premises of American Mining
Co. Near Ping Yang.

Seoul, March 4.—Sixty American
marines have been sent to guard the
premises of the American mining com-
pany, at Un San, 120 miles north of
Ping Yanf, which were reported on Feb-
ruary 27th to have been sexzed by Rus-
sian soldiers.

R, S
MANCHURIA,

If Japs Are Victorious Russia Will Be
Prevented From Assuming a
Dominant Attitude,

New York, March 4—A special froms
London to the World says it is under-
stood that if the Japanese are successful
in Manchuria, steps will be taken to
guard against the possibility of Russis
again assuming a dominant attitude fm
that portion of China,
sia. policing the railroad for = examiple,
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