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TORONTO MECHANICS' INSTITUTE ANNUAL REPORT, 1874

The Lirectors of the Toronto Mechanics’|
Institute havine fulfilled their term of
office, in accordance with the vsage custom-
ary on similar occasions, beg leave to sub-
mit for the consideration of the member
ghip the result ot their labours for the)|
past financial year, ended the 30th April,
1874.

Amongst the numerous modern agencies
calculated to direct and develope the moral
and intellectual encrgies of the industrial
classes of society, Mechanics’ lastitutes
hold a prominent position It is ditficult
to form an estimate of their influences, »nd
it is the misfortune of those useful 1msti- |
tutions that their benefic'al results are not
placed more prominently before the pub-
lic. People of all classes—no matter what
their reading tastes may be—must be im
proved by their connection with these as-
sociations, for no one can read such books
as their libraries contain, or attend the
public lectures, without increasing their
store of knowledve, and making themn bet-
ter and more useful members ot society.

The cause of education progresees daily,
and it is impossible that such institutions
will not advance with it. Our city is
rapidly increasing in wealth and popula
tion, and while new societies of educa-
tional, literary and scientific character 2Z¢
gpringing into existence, it is gratifying
to your Directors to be able to report that \
the Toronto Mechanics’ Institute, notwith- |

el

tures were made.to banks and other public
institutiong to give their clerks and em:
ploves the advantages of the reading room,
library, &e., under the club system. They
are pleased to report that their pro-
pisal was wmet in a liberal epirit, and
the followiny have subscribed to the Asso.
ciation on au equitable basis, according to
she number of their clerks, viz: the Bank
of Monireal, the Royal Canadian Bank,
the Bank of Commerce, the Bank of
Torounto, and the Quebec Bank, as also the
Canada rust and Loan Company. Nego-
tiations have been entered into with the
remaining banks aund geveral other public

| institutions with every prospect of success,

and your Directors would strongly urge
upoa their successors the desirability of
completing these arrangements immedi-
ately on taking office.

During the past year your Directors re-
gret to record the removal by death from
the membership, of Mr. Thomas Bruuoskill,
who was for many years a life member,

| and who always manifested the most lively

interest in the affairs of the Association,

| Shortly prior to his death he was associated

with many of your present Board, and by
his intimaie acquainiance with its affais

land Dby uis counsels aided materially in

helping to further the welfare of the In.
stitute,

The following is a statement of the
membership on the 1st May, 1874:
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and is continually gaining favour, S

TIHHE MEMBERSIIIP,

During the year just closed .here has
been an increase in  the membership,
though the cash receipis from this source
show a trifling falling off. I’revious to the
Jast annual report, a determined and snc-
cessful canvas was made by a few of the
then Board of Direction among the mercan-
tile classes, which resulted in the addition
of some sixty odd members. This year
no such canvas has been made, the
Directors believing that the time had ar-
rived when the,institution should be ina
position to recommend itself to everyone
without solicitation on their part. Desir-
ing, however, to do the greatect possible
good to the greatest possible nymber, over.

|
| 1,084

[ The number of members at the

date of the last report was - 1 016
Deduct withdrawls, . - 112
604

Add new members aned sub-
geribers during the past year, 460
1054

THF FINANCES.

The financial condition of the Institute
gtill continues to improve. The receipts
of the year as shown by appendix A, are
$5,162.54; the same being $862 in excess
of the previous year. The expenditure a8
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