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| & ON PARLIAMENT HILL
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5 ¥3pecia| to The Sunday World).

8 By Tom King.

®*OTTAWA, Feb. 14—The event
of the week ‘in politics, of
course, has been the publication of
- the report upon the National Trans-
continental Railway by the royal com-
mission consisting of Mr. F. B. Gute-
“lius and George Lynch-Staunton
¥From a newspaper standpoint it was a
.mistake for the government to feed
out the report- in sections before . it
was presented to par'iament. A bomb
"#8 most terrifying when there is- one
big sudden explosion. Again, the press
summary given to the correspondents
was distinctly partisan and no doubt
to that extent did injustice to ‘the
more judicial deliverance of the royal
commission. |

,As yet the report has | not- been
under discussion and its contents
would require a review too extended
and exhaustive for the weekly letter
from Parliament Hill. What effect
the findings of the commission will
have upon the -attitude of the Grand
Trunk Pacific towards the road itself

ean scarcely be hazarded. It has Jong

beén rumored that the Grand Trunk
would insist upon’ a revision and re-
adjustment of its contract with the
«government and will endeavor to be
absolved from operating the road east
of Cochrane. Possibly| in the end we
will have to link up e N.T.R. with
the I.C.R. as part of gur government

rgilway system. Possibly -the C-ana-!
dlan Pacific may take over the road,

but certainly not at the extravagant
rental immposed by its contract upon
the Grand Trunk Paclfic. :
The scandal unearthed by the royal
.commission is gigantic, -but no one
will even hazard a guess as to what

L

-'the idiosyncrasies of our good friends

| public spirit is above all question, has
‘trampled on some corns in-the mari-

ibate. It was amusing to find men who

will be done towards righting ' the
wrong or punishing the grafters high

anttl: low who must have divided the
00 . . . s

- During the week fair progress was
made with' the estimates, the house
going into ewpply automatically on
Thursday and Friday. Mr. Hazen took
the laboring gar and had little trouble.
His deputiesYare old-time Liberals
and the marine and fisheries depart-
ment does not for some reason invite
attack in the same way as some other
departments, Then too, Mr. Hazen is
a maritime province man and knows

down' by ‘the sea.
Mr. Cochrane, whose honesty and

time provinces and the opposition, no
doubt, will question his estimates and
ventilate many grievances or allegeg
grievances respecting the administra-
ticn of the I.C.R.

And, speaking of Mr. Cochrane, it
will be admitted by all that he com-
manded the respect of the house by
his* manly straightforward discus-
sion of the rather unfortunate mess
at Port Nelson. Hon. George P. Gra-
ham also spoke sensibly and with
great moderation in discussing the
new road to the new ndfth and the
problems involved in its construction,
development and operation. As much
cannct be said of some of the speeches
delivered on either side during the de-

had never been within five hundred
miles of either place discussing the
respective mierits of Fort Churchill
and Port Nelson as a railway terminal
and shipping entrepot. One thing was
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certain and that is that:if.the gov-
ernment had: selected ~ Churchill in-
stead of Nelson the average Liberal
would Rave said:that Nelson’ was the
place hich should ’‘have been
selected - and "’ the - averdge “Con-
servative - would - -have. ' made the
same arguments against Nelson which
some of the ° Liberal ' back-benchers
made this week. It.will be remember-
ed, however, that. Mr..Graham, who
really is:.competent.te form an opinién
unhesitatingly, ‘endorsed- Mr.", Coch-
rane’s choice of Nélson as’ the ‘termin-
al for the Hudson Bay:system. :

There is not much real, debating in
the ‘house of commons;-altho speeches
are plentiful. Nearly every . controver-
sial matter is ‘ digcussed from the
standpoint of ‘party, and you know:in
advance how  the! great:-bulk of .the
members—npractically. all of them-—will
vote on division. If upon.going into
supply a resolution is offered ‘to the
effect - that- forty -betow -zero 18" cold
weather it must be voted down because
of the. fiction that' to sustain an
amendment to a government motion is
equivalent to a. want of confidence
vote. The long-winded -debates which
last for a week or a‘month’at a time
in. parliament consist .mainly of - set
speeches to which no one replies and
to which few pay any attention. 'To
hear anything like crisp debating one
must ' attend the railway committee-
There speeches are made which'aim to
convince, and. there is.rapid firing and
cross-firing between. the members in
which ‘party lines are for the time ig-
nored. or forgotten ' Theme have been
two meetings-of the. committee' so far
this session. both well worth attend-

occasions is likely to be debated before
long con the floors of parliament and

ada. 1

At last Tuesday’'s session. of the
committee, the Canaaian Paecific ‘Rail-
way Company sought to have a char-
ter extended which authorized it 1o
build branches from its Calgary-Ed-
monton line to the coal:fields and the
oil fields of Alberta.: The bill was in_
the usual form, and extended the char-
ter upon condition-.that work upon the
new lines was commenced within two
yvears and completed with five years’
time. Mr. R B. Bennett, who for
many years was a C.P.R. solicitor at
Calgary, moved an amendment that the
extension of time be conditioned upon
the road commencing construction
within one year and completing the
same in three. Briefly, he desired the
long-standing two and five years’ rule
to be supplarnted by a new rule of one
and three. Mf. W. F. Cockshutt of
Brantford, who wanted another ex-
tedsion for a railway-charter which
dated back to 1909, opposed ‘the
amendment, while Mr. W "F. ‘Maclean
of South York came to the support of
Mr. Bennett with the declaration that
we should get away from moss-backed
conservatism, The proposed innova-
tion, tho somewhat radical, found im-
mediate favor with the committee, and
the bill was accordingly amended so

'l as to require construction to. com-

mence within one instead of two years
and to be completed within'three years
instead of five. It was agreed .however,
that the change should".not be regarded
as a hard and fast precedent, a.m? at
the same meeting the C.P.R. obtained
an extension upon the usual termsover
lines running from Ottawa up the
Gatineau and way out thru Pontiac
Countv thru the Ontario line. On
Thursday, however, at the next. meet-
ing of the committee the principle
which had been commended on Thurs-
day apparently came to gﬂe(. It was
another Canadian Pacific. Railway bill
that was undgr consideration, autnor-
izing new branch lines and extending
old charters'in Saskatchewan. There
was greater \demand, so  far as the
needs of the settler were_concerned for
speedy constructionin qukatchewgn
than there had been in Alberta, .yet
the committee reversed its ruling and
permitted the old-fdshioned --two-
years-to-begin and five-to-finish to re-
main intact. ) ¥

The debate was interesting and at
times amusing as the disputants waxed
warm. Dr. Clark, the free trade statés-
man from Red Deer, said he was in
the ranching business and therefore
perfectly satisfied to have_ his ‘nearest
railway station 15 or 20 miles d'ist‘am,
«T raise steers.” said the doctor, “and
I want plenty of range for them to run
upon. It is no trick for a man. to sit

on a horse and guide 20,
of cattle 15,20 or 80 miles to-a

50 or 100 head
rallway
» %

ing, and the point in dispute upon bo#l| it

A9 | prime mipister to'have been' a negli-
seriously engage 'the attention:of Cafi-- o

doctor, having: tried freee access fo the
American market, is calling out “Come
in, the water is fine.”/ : g PR
_Sairey Gamp did/not refer more of-
ten: to our mythieal friend Mrs. Har-
risg than Dr. Clark to these far-famed
steers. I e, -then, hils . astbnish-
ment and dismay whem Bennett of
Calgary. goaded. to desperation by the
new rhetorical use to:which' these -anj-
mals were' being :adapted.  called ; out
eMtddly s T et s

" ¢1 :don't . believe you .own a'single
steer .o ever did in all. your tlife!”
“For a moment the doctor sat petri-
fled; then: he ‘rose and with' evident
emotion appealed to the Calgary: spell-
tinder to’ withdraw -those = dreadful
words; - but ‘Bennett .was' - obdurate.
Then the ‘doctor appealed fo .the com-
mittee,  but - the committee with . the
best -of good ‘will was ‘'unable to deal
with® the' situation. Bennett hinted
darkly at some-burst of confidence on
the ‘part ‘of -the’doctor in days gone by
which accouhted for his being:so posi-
tive on the.subject. The doctor denied
that publicly or: privately he had ever
confessed “himself” - to "be"a. steerless
man, .- : Wl :

+Ool." Currie. of Simcoe ‘thought that
railway construction was more needed
in Ontdrio than in. the boundless west.
He ' declared, amid  vehement' cries’of
dissent from the western .members
present, .that sthe railways in the west
were in advance “ of settlement; that

TORLD

TEBRUARY 15 1914

-

|

SRS

you ‘cguld-ride on a western-train for
fitty: iriles at -a time without seeing a
human hebitation, ' Indeed he “inti-
mated ‘that' the farmer sold out ahd
moved as-soon-:.as he saw a-railwa)y
headed in ‘his direction and went back
30 ‘or 80 miles to locate chéap land and
begin - dema; g ‘better(  transporta-
tion ; facilities, ‘Every grain" grower
in’ Western Carnada, according. to' the:
colonel, wds.demanding: that the-gov-
erament. build: an ' elevator upon . his
farm and supply-him with three;trans-
contipental*rallways.- -, ..

» “Hons H. R'Emmerson suggested - that
it:might ‘be ‘as well to cease; charterin,
Yaflway- companies by act of: parlia-
ment.” <In:the United States, ‘he said
{he  charters ; were igsued:. under the
General Companies.'Act..and the sys-
tem’ workéd out very ‘well.. <« 2

+«Some’of.the western -members point-

‘thatthe American -'settlers “wene “sc
easily. victimized: by tlie ‘Canadian Pa-
cific and - other Trajlway  companies.
When ‘they ‘were shown:.an act of:par-
lfament / authorizing . the construction
of: a ‘road ‘they. attached. great ‘Impor-
tance_to it and did not doubt that the
road  would soon be built.: In:some
cases ‘farmers had . paid - substantial

way 'upon thie .understanding that a
branch- was. to .be built' immediately,
and‘ after waiting nine :or- tényears
for 'the promise’to: be'implemented‘had
gbandoned - thejr: ' Holdings and - gone
back ‘to tlie States. Thére 'is no: ma-
terial ‘with which ‘to make wagon roads
inithe ‘west, if . Mr: Bennett=and other
western  members are:'to“ be ‘believed,
S0 that grain'must'be transported by
rail’ if'itiis to’be sold at’a profit: Just
what  the ~western- provinces  will, do
with the money: when ‘the ' highways
bjll'is ‘passed.was not explained to the
conymitiee. o e frE g wiaasr
“Unfortunately, the western members
were not_united in supporting-the“pro-
gressive policy of a’' shorter time:for
beginning ‘and completing construction
under reillway charters, vet .they were
rone: too “well pleased with Col.“Cur-
rie's frank criticism’ of their, section,
or’ with the jibe from:' Mr." Nesbitt of
Oxford; .to - the ' effect’ that. , Ontario
farmers built handsome homes,: while
the ' westerners- merely’ scratched "the
soll ‘and- lived in—shacks, Sew
.On. Mondav the'house debated that
curious shuffie of last' summer by which
the :Canadidn)’ Pacific’ mail’ steamers,
the Hmpresses, adopted ~Halifax' as
their port instead ©f St. John, N. B,
while'the Canadian Northern steamers,
the Royal Edward 'and’ Royal "George,
trangferred’ themselves from : Halifax
0 .8t John. .The ‘nef result of' this
double :somersault. was: declared ‘by the

gible quantity: so far as'either city was
concerned.  If this be true- everyone
must regret the fyrious: storms that
swept the Bay of Fundy ldst -autumn,
and no one more so than the govern-
ment. If there has been. no ¢gajn to
Halifax or St. John, and no advantage
to,the Canadian Paclfic, or.to the Cgn-
adlan Northern, there. has certainly
been no advantage to the government,
from the curious play of forces which
ke¢pt ' Halifax and:St. John, .N.B., at
fever heat for many months with a
good” deal of inflammation still in:evi-
deiice, at least so far as St. John 'is
concerned. ¥
The rivalry ‘between Halifax-and St.
John' is of long“standing and’it would
be dangerous for any one, éven at this
distance, to 'suggest a preference  for
elther port. “Just at present the facili-
ties of both are inadequate. The har-
bor front at Halifax ls'intolerably con-
gested ‘and “tmmediate expansion is
made impossible by .the navy yard and
other property belonging to-the impe-
rial government. The new plan now
being carried into execution transfers
the harbor front much nearer ‘to the
sea, and gives over to shipping: facili-
ties a large residential district, but/ it
will *be some time before’ this plan,
which is truly gigantie. can be carried
out. The present harbor at St. John
is emall, hut vast dredging operations
atCourtney Bay are -expected to great-
ly inerease its capacity.  ‘Meanwhile it
may bhe admitted ‘that some difficulty
would be.experienced in finding berths
for ~all ‘our  transatlantic steamers”at
either vort. o 7

For obvious reasons the.Dominion
Government has long refrained from
showing: any. predilection: for 'either
port. . The “Laurier .government. un-
doubtfedly epent more maney at St
John'/than'it did at Halifax, but then
the ‘Halifax harbar: had never required
dredging; especially ‘when its spokes-
manat Ottawa was the:leader of the
opposition, With the advent of a‘Nova
Scotla /premier Halifax, may have ex-
pected. and .Halifax is receiving gen-
erous treatment in. the way of magni-
ficent - docks, and’ terminal -. facilities.
There has' not been 80 much work at
St John!-altho it is fair to presume
that Hon. Mr. Hazen is looking after
his “constitiency. ‘It 'was because 'no
government wished to‘discriniinate-be-
tween those rival and‘somewhat sen-
sitive sisters by the sea. that all Sub-
sidized mail steamers were required in
the.past-to call-at both ports. *A ves-
sel sailing: from St. John. was _ob,uged
to.call at Halifax, which often meant
a long ‘and . vexatious . delay, ' .while
steamers with headquarters at “Halifax
were - obliged upon_their voyage'from
Enpgland ‘to go op from Halifax to 8t.
Tohn. Each porg complained' of  this
requirement and last spring, whe
Postmaster-General Pelletier let a new
contract for the carriage of the British
nall it was stipulated ‘that the subsi-

ed’out-it- was perhaps on-this account

priceés for,land 40 miles from a .rail-
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tvery Home Should
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The Adams’ Store Presents a Most
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be aired at will.

;Gras\g)

" Monday We Offe
- Genuine ¢¢’

Davenport-Bed

As a bed none of the upholstered se;tioh is used. Two simple turns of the -

seat aud a full size bed is exposed to view. :
Choice of Two Sizes
Either the full length Davenport, 7 feet long, or the Pullmanette size, 3 1-2
feet long. Both'beds are 4 feet wide and 6 feet long when open.,

This Chance Monday

first

-

guarantee these Davenports for five years. -

; (The ‘Adams Furniture Company, Limited)

CITY HALL SQUARE |

r60O0nly )
, s at $39.75 Each
---Which Were Regularly Priced up to $50.00
The DaVenporie;the' genuine Pullman—is just like the illustratiolf.l.- Ttisa
‘sturdy design, strongly constructed frames of solid oak, finished in golden,
fumed or early English, as you iprefer,
rade upholstering, coverings of
ers Monday (to the number of 60)
$39.75, on the following easy terms: —
-$5 Down and §
' Davenport being delivered. to you. at once. |
“Each Davenport is equipped with a separate spring and mattrdss,‘ ‘which can.

also a few n mahoga&y fi
uality moroccoline, |
or these famous Davenports, price

$1 Per Week

ish. Best
e will take or-

Montreal or Quebec in summer, and
from either Halifax or St. John in win.
ter. The vessel making Halifax
its home remained at Halifax
upon its. return. fromi - England
while the vessel salling from St. John
for a British port was not compelled
to stop at Halifax. .

So far, so good. The: Canadian Pa-
cific steamers naturally belong to St
John, which i8 the eastern terminus
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. The
Canadian Northern and other com-
panies having no railway facilities of
their own in the maritime provinces
were free to choose either port, and
it happened that  the Allan Line and
the Canadian Northern settled on
Halifax. But one day, last fall, it was
suddenly announced that the crack C.
P.R. steamers, the Bmpress of Bric
tain and the Empress of Ireland,
would make their winter sailings from
Halifax giving St. John the go-by.
This caused great dole in New. Bruns-
wick, and people began to inquire why
it was that the Canadian -Pacific,

that city Iits winter port.. Then |t
came out that the Canadian Pacific
kad made. a contract with the Inter-

gers, malil, freight and expr

tween St. ' Jobn and Halifax, T
tercolonial Railway was to haul the‘
freight at $300 per train, and passen-
gers at a rate which ameunted to
about $2 per head. In short the Cana-
dian Pacific

e -
In-

Scotia or New Brunswick had to pay.'
This agreement was made on  behalf
of the Canadian Pacific Railway by
Mr. Bosworth, and on behalf of the
Intercolonial by: Mr Gutelius 'and
synchronized with the general raise
in railway rates all along the line of
the L.C.R. Of course the charge was
made immediately that the C.P.R. had

dized ‘steamers :might sall eltHer from

1

been induced by the government to!only hope that nothing will happen

—— == ]

i

remove the .empresses from St. John
to Halifax and that the inducement
was the Bosworth-Gutelius agreement,
which, according to Mr. Emmerson,
made “‘the Intercolonial a mere pack-
mule for the. Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company. '

They are fierce politiclans down by
the sea, and the citizens of St. John
have local - pride and municipal
patriotism developed .to a ‘Wwonderful
extent. The town Jfairly bolled oyer
and a great deputation was sent post-
haste to Ottawa. The government
hesitated and paltered respecting . the
traffic agreement and St John grew
every day more sulky and morose.

Then suddenly, lilke manna falling
from the skies, came the. glad tidings
to St. John that the royal steamers
of the Canadian Northern line would
remove at cnce  from ' Halifax and
make their winter sailings from the
port of St, John. St John was puzzi-
ed, not entirely placated, but greatly
mollified. They have the “reversible

, falls” near the city, and not Saul of
which had no line to Halifax, ma.deiTarsus‘could change his views

any

! quicker/ than a New Brunswick poli-
. tician.

 lights to welcome the coming of the
colonial for the carriage of its ;@n- | Empresses, was sorely puzzled and not

But Halifax, busy burning red

a little chagrined by the abrupt. de-
parture of the Royal Edward and the
Royal George. They seem to have
known what was going to happen in

John before it was known in Hali-
fax. Indeed, the royal steamers were

buying -transportation well across the Bay of Fundy before
wholesale got dt for about one-half Mr. D. B Hanna of the Canadian Nor-
the price—in the ease of passengers”thern would admit
for about one-third of the price— Halifax that their removal was even
which .the ordinary citizen of Nova under consideration. 0

to the pcople of

Far fields are the greenest. 8t. Jchn
will .be a good mother to the Royal
Edward and Royal. Gedrge, but they
can never take the place of her lost
Empres=ses. Halifax is taking the Em-
preses to her bosom, but she hankers
after her lost boys, the Royal Edward
and the Royal George, who have gone
away to live at S8t John. She. can

)

them, but meanwhile she is inquiring
into the circumstances surrounding
their abduction. Nobody in Halifax
would believe that any .vessel not out
of itea head or under duress would
leave her port for the port of St. John,
and therefore the suspicion that the
Dominion Government brought pres-
gure to bear upon the Canadian Nor-
thern and practically forced that
company to bring consoltion to ‘St
John. 4 :

A god many questions of publis
policy are involyad in the whole mat-
ter which are far more important
than the rival contentions of Halifax
and St. John, but meanwhile neither
city is any too well pleased, and each
is inclined to think that the govera-
ment in’ sorne way has favored the
other. On the whole it looks as tho
Halifax got the best of it.and that the
Intercolonial has favored the C.P.R,
but_there is no reason why other rafl-
waye should| not get as good terms
providing the government intends to
have dealings and go into partnership
with railways and shipping companies
whi¢h notorjously combine to bring .
about and | maintain extortionate
freight rates, - -

BRICK-LINED STEEL CHIM-
: -1+ NEY 400 FEET HIGH
{ [
What 1s said to be the tallest steel
smokestack  is being constructed af
.Jerome, Ariz.,’reaching upward from
the top of the foundation 400 ft. 1 in.
‘It is lined with brick to prevent the
fluep gases from attacking  the steel,
and proyidés the connections for threée
flues. The chimney is 30 ft. in diame-
ter inside the brick lining, and 30 £t
914 ‘in. inside the steel shell. The !m-
ing brick supported on the legs of
circular stdel angles riveted to the ine
side of the shell, spaced 15 ft. apart.
In this way any section of the lining
can be replaced without disturbing
other gséctions. The bell-shaped top is
50 ft. in diameter. e




