
PRINCIPAL GRANT
During the next few years the imperial ideamade rapid progress. In 1896 the Liberals came
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portant of the tanff proposals of the minister of
finance' was a preference to goods manufactured in
Bntain of twenty-five per cent. subsequenUy in-
creased to thirty-thiee per cent Of each successive
increase Gnint was a strong advocate, and his dis-
gust at the opposition of the Conservative party
threw him more and more into sympathy with the
Liberals. In 1898 a preference was given to West
Indian sugar. For this measure of relief to the old-
est and the most unfortunate of Britain's colonies,
Crant was largely responsible.
To Colonel G. T. Denkon, January Srd, 1898

(private and confidential).-'^A happy New Yea^
to youl I have just returned from Ottawa. Ha-l an
hour with Fielding discussing the West India ques-
tion, which he understands thoroughly. I think that
something will be done, though perhaps not aU wemight wish at first

"Had an hour also with Laurier. First, the
preference here^r is to be confined to Britain.
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"Secondly, he seemed at first to think that we
had gone far enough with our twenty-five per cent
reduction. tiU we could see its workings, but when
I_«^ued for going on steadUy along that line, he

» The Hon. W. S. Fielding.
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