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But let us turn from the prifon to the lefs diftrefling fcene,

the doling one of this dKmal tragedy :—Sec this excellent

Prince mount the fcafFold with firm Itep, and that dignified

compofure, which he derived from his innocence and Chrif-

tian virtues.—See himrefufed the privilege, which we grant

to the worit malefactors, to fpeak a few woids to the people

in defence of hischaradier ; for hi«. life he had no hopes (in-

deed, 1 fuppofe at that time no delire) to fave.—See him

hurried rudely to the block :-*And the fatal (troke at laft put

an end to his cruel fuflerings ; whilil thoufands of F/W/
(houted for joy, and prefled to dip their pikes and daggers. in

jjis blood ! Shall I not vifit for thefe things f faith the

LorJ: And Jhall not my foul be avenged on fuch a nation as

this,

Alas ! his vengeance is already fufficiently upon thern.

Their land is full of diftratl^ion and civil bloodlbed. Tneir

armies are dilcomfited and beaten back : The hofts of ene-

mies whom they have provoked are advancing upon them

from all fides ; The elements combine to deftroy their fleets :

And dreadful famine feems ready to devour them. Yet the

people turneth not unto him that fniteth : Neither will they

feek the Lord of Hojis, They have made their faces harder

than a rocky they have refufed to return.

Every new defeat they are told of, the populace cry loud-

er for the blood of their harmltfs fellow-citizens.. And i..

tbo midft of all tl.is their Convention fit hearing fpeeches to

difprcve the being of God ! Nay a very finall number, who

did not well endure fuch impiety, were publicly hooted out

of their prelence, with burlts of laughter and unfpeakablc

contempt ! !
. .

What fuftcrings ftill await them for this dreadful impeni-

tence, it is not for us to determine. God grant they may

be as light as the nature of their cafe will admit. Our part

is (which was the third and lalt thing i propofed) to confi-

der what effetl thefe things ought to have on our own con^

dud and opinions.

We read in the hifioryofour bleUed Lord, that foma

perfons told him of the Galileans whofe blood Pilate mingle^

with their facri rices -, and Jefus atftvering^ faid unto them^

fuppofe ye that thefe Galileans were Jinners above all the Gali^

leans, iecaufe they fufered thef things ? I tell you nay : but

except ye repent, ye Jholl all likeiuije psrijh,
. , i

In this anfwer our duty, on lie prefent occafion, is clearly

enouiih laid down. VVhen an individual or nation has fallen
^ under


