
r 30 3

fionarics, as much as their occupation in preaching thtf

Cofpel, and taking care of the Souls of the poor Hea-

then will permit, do their utmoft to earn their own
bread by the work of their hands, and thus to make the

care of thofe employed in providing what is neceflary

for the Miffions as ealy as poflible to them. This is

more particularly the cafe in fome places, as in St,

Thomas, where our Brethren have been able, through

.

the regulations they have made, to provide for their;

maintenance almoft entirely ; fo that now commonly^

nothing falls upon the Diaconate of the Miflions, ex-

cept the journeys and voyages thither and back again,

and fuch extraordinary expences, as building of

chapels, &c.
;

In the year 1742 feme Brethren, who live in Lon-

don, formed themfelves into a fociety, by the name of

the Brethren's Society for the furtherance of the Gof-,

pel, with a view to affift in this blefled work, to which

they were the more encouraged, as a great part of the

Mifiionaries, who pafs and repafs, naturally go by the

way of London. This little Society in the beginn'ng

did more than they themfelves, at firft, could have ex-^

pe6led. It was however for feveral years in a declining

ftate. But, about two years ago, the old members of

the Society formed themfelves anew into a body, to

which they added feveral others. Since then they have

continued in a ftate of blefled adivity, and been ena-t^

bled by their own voluntary contributions, by gifts

from friends out of our circle, and by two fmall le-

gacies, to lend real afliftance to the Mifiionaries who

have
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