
254 MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES.

C'liapin reacheH an isliiiid.

and about thirty feet long, and is eight or ten rods above

the sheet of fnlhiig water: a fiiimll bul (h-ep channel runs

between it and the next island; the foot of man had never

before pressed upon its turf, or trod upon its rocks. Tho'

many iiad dared to venture in the nuist dangerous places

among the rapidi, yet this island had remained unvisitcd,

and was considered inaccessible. There, on that lonely

(spol, cut off from his fellow men; what could be done for

his relief?

An hour or more intervened; a snuill boat was got from

Canada; but who was to attempt that dangerous luiviga-

tion. Joel 11. llobinson, sjjoken of in another })art of

this work as a moat skilful waterman, and which had been

written of him six months before this occurrence, had

lately met with an accident. His thund), and a part of

his hand, had been tnk(>n off by a circular saw, and the

wound was yet in an unsound t-tate. He was found, the

disaster hastily related to him; and he jiroved true tho

words which had been spoken of him in relation to his

going over the Whirlpool in a life boat: "He will not

hesitate to attempt it."

He enters the boat at the lower end of Bath island;

examines with a careful eye the oars and the condition of

the row-locks, and seating himself in the usual position,

with his back to the prov.' of the boat, he shoves off into

the white and foaming waters. He bends his way against

the strong current around tho ieland to the northwest

corner, leading to the Falls: it descends stern foremost;

the eyes of Robinson are upon the raging stream, on the

Falls, the island, and on him to whose relief he is going.

From the time Chapin was precipitated in the water to


