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Well, T must i-ay that, after roadinf:^ the speech of the
hon. member for Brant in 187H two or throe times, I
should claim him, thou^'h he cfilim himself a FreeTrader,
as one ot the noundeHt ProtoclionistH in the Parliament
of Canada, taking hi^^ Hpeech ahj a criterion, and nothing
oould ho Htron<^op than the way in which, in the extract
I read i'rom his npooch to<lay, ho jnslidod the thou Finance
Minister in imposing an incroanod duty on cigars, wliich
he stated had an excellent result. But I say to him,
and to all such, but especially to him, that, if ho takes
exception to 35 per cent, duty on a limited number of
articles, ho must not lo- get that the Finance Minister, to
whom ho appealed in 187(5 for i'urther concessions, did in
1878 chanye the Customs dutio-t on cigars and cigarettes.
The returns fior 1878 showing the duty collected on 21,050
Oevm.'in cigars, valued at Sl6,(i80, as "Sil2,(i87.I0, or nearly
I'^O per cent. The Fxeiu* duty on this qunnlity of cigars
would have been 88,42;j (ID at that time. The 'protection
given to the manufacturer was Sl,2(;3 50, "i- .ki per cent.

The hon. member was graleUil for a little less protection
than that, and in a yoai- ,or two afterwards ho obtained 40
per cent. protc;tion, and it he says produced wonderful
)'esults; it brought a tliou-:aiid [)eople, even beloro the
change was mtido in 1878, Into the country, and the article

manufactur<'d cost the conhumer no more than it did before.

Still, the h )n. member will, 1 presume, here as elsewhere,
denounce the present Governmont lif)r putting SSper cent,

duly on ariy ai tides of irii])orls. 'i'ho goiieral objecoons that
have been taken with reference to this TavilV have been
largely mot by the rthults. Tiio I'csnl's havo been,

in most (iascs, 'o decrease the cost <.f' the artielo to the con-
^umer, and in m.'iny ciises the inereaNod duty that has been
imposed iipfui it litis enabled the pro lueer, havinirtho market
to himstif to give%) the coisuruer the article cheaper than
ho cculd have done under other c,i cumstances, and cheaper
than he ever had it bofiuo. Ar d so, wtnle exception may
bo taken to the policy which has for its object protection to

the industries of the country, still our friends will bo found
somcitimes even denoun(!itig a policy that is doing just

exactly wlial some of the hon. gentlemen opposite sustained,

supported, deferided, and sjKike of approvingly. Now, Sir,

wo come to the question of the geneial deprccijition of the
country. Lot us f.ec what evidences we have of

that. I admit. Sir, and I regret that it is so, that

the Avheat crop of Canada as a whole was legs

last year than it has been for some years previous,

and this circumstance has no doubt alVeettd, to some extent,

the business of the country during the autumn and the pre-


