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armies of Frederick the Great had been crushed as

in a mortar by the citizen army of France in 1806,

the helpless German governments confronted the

altematve either to surrender unconditionally to

the Corsican conqueror or to vanquish him with

his own weapon, with a citizen army, constituted

by the general arming of the people. Their in-

stinct of self-preservation and Hit spontaneous im-

pulse of the people forced them to choose the sec-

ond path. Then began that great period of the

democratization of Germany, especially Prussia,

brought about by external pressure, a period in

which the political, social and economic strains in

the interior were temporarily alleviated. Money
and enthusiastic fighters for liberty were wanted.

The human being increased in value. His social

function as a creator of values and presumptive

payer of taxes and his natural physical quality as

the embodiment of strength, intelligence and en-

thusiasm gained a decisive importance, and caused

his value to rise, as is ever the case in times of

general peril, whilst the influence of class-differen-

tiation diminished. The Prussian people had


