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far diflant when firft perceived, to be purfued wich

fuccefs ; and only three of the ftore-fliips were

taken : the reft efcaped with the other fhip of the

line, and reached their deftination.

Thefe various fuccefles occafioned uncommon fa-

tisfadtion in England. They came at a critical fea-

fon ; and contributed powerfully, not only to raife

the fpirit of the Britilh nat?ion, but to damp the

hopes that had been formed in France and Spain,

of ftriking a decifive blow at the opening of the

naval campaign, by the re-union of the French and
Spaniih navies. The beft officers and feamen in the

marine fervice of Spain were in the fquadron that

had been taken or deftroyed ; and the fhips them-
felves were in the beft condition of any in the Spa-

niih navy.

Sir George Rodney was honoured upon this oc-

cafion with an unanimous vote of thanks from both

Houfes of Parliament. Their confideration of his

fervices was fo warm, that they zealoufly recom-
mended him as deferving of the moft iignal notice

and recompence on the part of the Crown. In this

they were the more urgent, as the Admiral's do-

meftic affairs were in much diforder, when he was
appointed to the command of the expedition wherein

he had been fo fuccefsful. There were alfo other mo-
tives for wifning to fee him provided for in an ho-

nourable and liberal manner. Among others he

had, while in France, refufed fome very advanta*

geous proffers conveyed to him through perfons of

the firft diftindtion ; who had ftrongly urged him
to enter into the naval fervice of that crown. But
though the profpedts held out to him were very

brilliant, and he was at the time in circumftances

of diftrcfs, he nobly refufed to take part with the

enemies of his country.
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