
2'i AMBITION,

Titation ho addroHHod tin- «uw<>iiib]y. He Kpokr
for his vctcriinK, HcKpokt' for I Ik; iH)or citlzciiN.

Ho Bald that lie approved the liiw to tix^ IuhI

letter of It. " Will vow tla-n," iiHked Cifwir,
" support the law if ft Im> illoKatiy opposod V"
"rilnco," replied roinpey, "you counufi, and
froii, my fellow-cltizc'iiH, imk aid of nie, a poor
ndlvldiial without ottlco and without author-
ity, who ncvcrtholcsH haH tlonc .some Hervicc
jo the Hl4ito, I say that I will bear the shield
if otherH draw tlie Hword." Applause ran)? out
froni a hundred thousand throat*.

—

Fkoudk's
C'iKHAK, eh. 18.

I7M. AMBITION vs. AffeoUon. Nar>oleon I.

[.Jow-phine knew that many were ur/^lriK u|)on
hlin the neeesHity of a divorec that h(( niijtht

have an heir, and thus secure the future of the
Stiitc.] One day when Napoleon wii.s liusy

in his cabinet Jo.sepliine (>ntered softly by a
sid(i door, and seating? herself atfeetionalely

upon hlH knee, and piiMiiijj; her Inuid K^'i'My
throu^rh his hair, said to him, with a burst of
tenderne,SH, " I entreat you, my lov(!, do not make
yourself kin^j;. It is Lueien who urjfes you to

It. Do not listen to him." Napoleon smiled
\V[w\\ her kindly, and said, " Why, my poor Jo-
seph iie, are you mad V" . . . She knew the in-

tensity of her husband's love. She also knew
the boundhi.ssnesH of his ambition.

—

Ahhott's
Napolkon I., vol. 1, eh. 24.

179. AMBITION, Awakened. 8ir I. Newton.
It is a question witli English teachers whether
schoolboys ought or ought not to be permitted
to settle their cpiarrels by a fair fight with fists.

In the great .schools of Kton, Westminster,
Harrow, and others, fighting is tacitly allowed

;

but in the smaller schools, especially those under
the charg(; of dissenters, it is forbidden. . . .

The greatness of Sir Isaat; Newton dates from a

fight which he had with one of his schoolfellows
when he was thirteen years of age. At that

time, according to his own confession, lu; was
very idle at school, and stood last in the lowest
class but one. Oni; morning, as \w was going
to school, the boy who was first in the same
class kicked him in the stomach with so much
violerw-e as to cause him severe pain during the

day. When the school was dismis.sed, he chal-

lenged tlie boy to fl.ght him. The challenge
being accepted, a ring was formed in the church-
yard, the usual place of combat, and the fight

i)egun. Newton, a weakly boy from his birth,

was inferior 'o his aMfngoni.st in size and
strength ; but, smarting luuier a .sense of the in-

dignity he had received, he fought with so much
spirit and resolution as to compel his adversary
to cry, Enough. The school miusfer's son, who
had been clapping one of them on the back and
winking at the other, to urge on the contest, and
who acted a.s a kind of umpire, informed the
victor that it was necessary to crown his triumph
by rubbing the other boy's nose against the

wall. Little Nswton seized him by the ears,

thrust his face against the rough side of the

church, and walked home exulting in his victory.

The next ;iK)rning, however, lie had again
the mortification of seeing his <!nemy at the

head of the class, while he occupied his usual
place at the foot. He began to reflect. Could
he regard himself in the light of a victor wliih;

his foe lorded it over him in the; schoolroom ?

Tiie applauding shouts of his MchooIfollowH had
been grateful to his ears, but his enemy enjoyed
the approval of the teacher. The laurels of the

playground seemed to fade in comparison with
the nobler triumphs of the mind. The result of
his reflections was, that \w determined to con-
i{ucr his adverwiry again by getting to the head
of his class.—Ovci.orKDiAOK Biou., p. 244.

I HO. AMBITION, Cruelty of. liriie. Va»\

stantine, surnaiiKMl Copronymus, . . . dying left

this priiKte [his son Leo), then niii(> y(>ars old, to

flie government of his mother Irene, who ruled

the empire [of the Kiwl| rather as a sovereign
than as a regent. She was an al)le woman, and
foresaw the dangt^r to the einpirt! from the am-
bition and power of ('harlemagiu\ To avert any
bo.stile ])urposes, till she should Ix; in a (^ciiditioii

to oppose them with elTvet. she brought about a

negotiation for the marriage of her son with the

(huighter of Charlemagne ; but it was far from
her intention that (his piatch should ever be w
('oin|)lished. Irene, on the contrary, was too

fond of j)ower herself to consent to anything
that might deprive her of the reins of govern
nunt. Slu! kept tlu^ young Constantlne in the

most absolute depeiidenct^ and sul)inission ; and
when at hust ho endeavored to assume that

dignity nrhich belongcid to him, she, on pretence
of trea.s(,!iable designs, threw him into prison,

deprived him of his eyes, and put him to death.—Tvti,kk';< Hist., HookH, ch. 'A.

I§l. AMBITION in the Choroh. Hchm„x.
Ambition is a weed of quick and early vegela
tion in the vineyard of Christ. Under the first

Christian princes the chair of St. Peter was
disputed by th(i votes, the venality, the violence,

of a popular election ; tlu; sanctuaries of Itome
were polluted with blood ; and from the third

to the twelfth century the church wtus distracted
by the mischief of frequent schisms.

—

Gibbon's
UoMK, ch. tjy.

ISa. AMBITION cursed. Gen. Frrmr. a.d.

1777. [Gen. Eraser, one of Gen. Burgoyne's
major-generals, fell at the battle of Saratoga.)
He ((uestioned the surgeon eagerly as to his

wound, and when he found that he must go
from wife ami children, that fame and pro-

motion and life were gliding from before his

eyes, he cried out ip his agony :
" Damned am-

bition!"

—

Bancroft's U. S., vol. 9, ch. 24.

I §3. AMBITION, Deluaive. Roman Emperor
.Vii.dmu8. The imprudent Maximus . . . grati-

fied his resentment and ambition ; he saw the
bleeding corpse of Valentinian at his feet ; and
he heard himself saluted Emperor by the unan-
imous voice of the Senate and people. But tin;

day of his inauguration was the last day of his

happiness. He was imprisoned (such is the
lively expres.sion of Sidonius) in the palace

;

and after passing a sleepless night, he sighed
that he had attained the summit of his wishes,
and aspired only to d(^s(•elld flom the dangerous
elevation. Oppre.s,sed by tln^ weight of the
diadem, he communicated his .uixious thoughts
to his friend and (puestor Fulgentius ; and when
he looked back with unavailing regret on the
secure pleasures of his former life, the emperor
exclaimed, "O fortunate Damocles, thy reign
began and ended with tlu! same dinner ;" a
well-known allusion. . . . The reign of Maximus
continued about three months. His hours, of


