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the species, a conclusion whicli, if fully borne out, will evidently

prove most instructive. Already many facts are on record

which render it, to say the least, highly probable. Birds of

the same genus, or of closely allied genera, which, when
mature, differ much in colour, are often very similar when

young. The young of the Lion and the Puma are often

striped, and foetal whales have teeth. Leidy has shown that

the milk-teeth of the genus Equns resemble the permanent

teeth of Anchifhtrium, while the milk-teeth of Anchitherium

again ai)proximate to the dental system of Meriichippus.^

liutimoyer, while calling attention to this interesting observa-

tion, adds that the milk-teeth of E<iuus cahullus in the same

way, and still more those of E. fossilis, resemble the permanent

teeth of Ilipparioii.^

Agassiz, according to Darwin, regards it as a * law of nature,'

that the young states of each spec-ies and group resemble older

forms of the same gnmp ; and Da -win himself says,^ that ' in

' two or more groups of animals, however much they may at

* first differ from each other in structure and habits, if tiiey

* pat-s through closely similar embryonic stages, we may feel

' almost assured that they have descended from the same parent

' form, and are therefore closely related.' So also Mr. Her-

bert Spencer says,'' ' Each organism exhibits within a short

' space of time, a scries of changes which, when supjjosed to

' occupy a period indefinitely great, and to go on in various

' ways instead of one way, give us a tolerably clear conception

* of oroauic evolution in o;eneral.'

It n)ay be said that this argument involves the acceptance

of the Darwinian hyjmthesis ; this would, howev er, be a

mistake ; the objecticm might indeed be tenable if men be-

longed to different sj)ecies, but it cannot fairly be urged by

those Avho regard all mankind as descended from, common
ancestors ; and, in fact, it is strongly held by Agass'.z, one of

Mr. Darwin's most uncdmproiiiising oi)ponents. Regarded from

this point of view, the similarity existing between savages and

' Proc. Acad. Nat. Soc. riiiladolpliia, ' Origin of S{iec'ie.s, 4tli editiDti,

1858, p. 26. p. 532.

* BeitriijTO zur Keniitniss dur fossik-n * Principles of IJioIogy, vol. i. p. 349.
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