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and then laid with a cocoa-nut. at his feet. This
part of the ceremony being concluded, the perfor-

mers fat down ; and the ava was brewed and handed
about ; a baked bog was likewife brought in, and
we were fed in the fame manner as before related

on a iimilar occafion. While we continued in the

Bay, whenever the commodore vifited the obferva-

tory, Kaireekeea and his afliftants prefented them-
felves before him, making an c»fFering of hogs-,

bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, &c. with the accudomed
folemnities. Upon thefe occadons, fome of the in*

ferior chiefs intreated permi(Bon to make an offer-

ing to the Orono. If their requeft was complied

with, they prefented the hog themfelves; in the

performance of which, their countenance difplayed

•that they were greatly impreHed with awe and ter-

ror. Kaireekeea and the prieAs aflifted, perform-

ing their accullomed orations and hymns. But thfir

civilities extended beyond parade and ceremony :

our party on fhore were fupplied daily by ihenv

with hogs and vegetablies, fufficient for their fub-

fiftence, and to fpare ; and cdnoes laden with provi-

iions, were regularly fent off to the (hips. No-
thing was demanded in' return ; n )t even the moft

diftant hint was ever given, that they expelled the

lead compenfation. Their manner of conferring

favours, appeared more like the difcharge of a re-

ligious duty, than the refult of mere liberality. Oa,
our'afking to whom we were indebted for all ihh
munificence, we were iaformed that it wm at the

expence of Kaoo, the chief prieft, and grandfather

to Kaireekeea, who was at this time in the fuit of
the fovereign of the ifland. But we had lefs rea-

fon to be fatisfied with the behaviour of the earees,

or warrior chiefs, than with that of the priefts. In

Qur intercoufe with the former, they were always

fu£Bciently attentive to their own interefts; and,

befides their propenHty to flealing, which may ad-

mit of palliation from its univerfality in thefe feas,
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