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36 NOTES TO THE FIFTH READER.

;

The source, etc.- a nnu simile, but
coiiniioti.

Sterile, etc.- Ourconnnon liiw JH fomid-
imI uri ciistoinH t)mt tluto ))a(;k to tliu

• iirly HaxoiiH. Muiiy of our iHjlitical

iiistitiitioii> aro also dfiut'inlcd from
them. Ill tli(' j^'reat dcliatos on the
proropiti\f in revolutionary times, it

was eiistomiiry to refer hack to the
early state of affairs.

Islanders, islanders Thin may he
taken as un exaiiipli; of tin; figure i-alled

nnadiploHiH, wliieh consists in be^fin-

ninjf a clause with the last wonl of the
jtrecedin^r. There is also a double mean-
m(f in the word "islanilers," as it irt

used ; »'.«., cut off from others by water,
and also distinisMiished from others by
peculiar (|ualities or customs. This
hjfure \H va,\\fn\ ttntanndnHtn. The sec-

ond meaninu: is derived from the first

by metonymti, the effect for the liause.

Show this by i)araphrase. (live the der-
ivation of " island." Show that it is juis-

spelled. Was the corruptio'i in spelling
introduced by the learned or the ijfnor-

rant? See Etymolo^fy.

Constitution Why is it superior to a
paper constitution ?

Changes- The (.'onstitution has never
been chanjfed. The chanj^es have been
in the interi)retation of it.

Copies — literally true. Thou),'h it is

peculiarly suited to the jjfeniua of the
British nation, it seems to meet with
difficulties when transplanted to other
countries, who lack the venerable asso-

ciations of a thousand years of leyi.^la-

tive administmtion.
Defects—The chief one is the lack of a
remedy in case the king should oppose
the voice of the people as expressed by
Parliament. Siiiritual and hereditary
legislators might also be mentioned.

House of Commons—AeW its fir^t kU-
• inff — during the imprisonment of

Henry III.,—summoned by Leicester,

1265.

Science—Common law is founded on cus-

tom or precedent, but it must be a cus-
tom immemorial, i.e., whose beginning
cannot be ascertained. The law is in-

terpreted by judges who are guided by
the decisions of previous judges, by
rules of practice, etc.

Imperial Jurisprudence— i. e., the old
Roman Law, as enil)odied in the "In-
stitutes of Justinian," which is the foun-

dation of the laws of most Kuro|M«a
nations. It has lieen said that (in'ece
gave literature and culture to the world,
and llome, law.

Cinque Ports "Tliose havens that lie

towards France, and have therefore been
thought by our kings to be such as ought
most vigilantly to be guarded against
invasion." They are Sandwich, Dover,
Hythit, ilomnev, and Hastings, to which
were afterwards added Winchelsea and
Kye. They had a Warden, who had a
s])ecial Jurisdiction ; civil, militar>' and
ntival.

Both thegreat seats oflearning-Cam-
bridge and Oxford. The oldest college*

at these respective universities are, Uni-
versity (College, at Oxford, founded by
Alfred, 87'2, but restored by William of
Durham, 1249; and St. Peter's College,
at ('ambridge, I'i.'}?.

Less musical—"The sibilancy of Eng-
lisli is a Kuropean proverb." This is

partly <jwing to the plural in *, which
we have adopted from the French, but
which they do not pronounce. We have
also t(H) few vowels in our words, and a
number of crudities that have never
been lopped off as in other languages.

Force— as is seen in our grammatical
fonns.

Richness—An abundance of synonjins is

a jjcculiarity of English. See Etymology.
Aptitude, &C.— Owing to our double

vocabulary, this is peculiarly so.

Literature—The collecte<i writings of all

who have written anything worth re-

membering in the language. It extendjs
over 1'2U() years. See Brooke's excellent
little "Primer of English Literature."
This extract is a fair specimen of

Macaulay's style. The figure of ana-
phora or repetition occurs often. It

is most effective in description, con-
tinually bringing the main subject be-
fore tlie /tador. It would be an over-
sight not. to allude to the mass of
inforrjati<ij he has here collected, or
rather sVluded to, a common trait of
Macudlay. This accumulation of par-
ticulars to impress a subject more
forcibly ha.s been called aparithmeng.
To understand this extract fullj*, one
would need to have the memory and
information of Macaulay himself, and
yet the elevated diction and imi)assioned
eloquence delude the reader into the
belief that he understands it all.

EXECUTION OF MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS.

WlliLiAM RoBBRTSON, (1721—1793). One of the celebrated quatrain of historians of

the eighteenth century. Gibbon, Hume, and SmoUet, being the other three.

He began life as a minister. In 1759 he published his " History of Scotland during
the life of Mary and James." His other liistories are "History of Charles V,"
and "History of America." His style is too exaggerated and stiff. A too


