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of the hammock, although without throwing: it open, seem-

ing to imply that the dead should be left uncon fined. I laid

a woman's knife hy the side of the body and we filled up the

grave, over which wc also piled a quantity of heavy stones

which no animal could remove. When all was done and we

returned to the ship, the man lingered a few minutes be-

hind us and repeated two or three sentences, as if address-

ing himself to his departed wife : he then silently followed, !

We found Shcga quite composed and attending her little sis-

ter, between whose eye-brows she had made a spot with

soot, which I learned was because being unweancd it must

certainly die. During the night my little charge called on

its mother without intennission, yet the father slept as

soundly until morning as if nothing had happened.

All who saw my patient on the morning of the 25lh gave

me gi'cat hopes ; she could swallow easily and was even

strong enough to turn or sit upright without assistance, and

in the forenoon slept very soundly. At noon the sister of

the deceased, Ootooguak, with her husband and son, camo

to visit me. She had first gone to the Fury and was laugh-

ing on deck, and at her own request was taken below, not

caring to hurry herself to come to the hcusc of mourning.

Even when she came to the Hecla, she was in high spirits,

laughing and capering on deck as if nothing had happened,

but on ])oing shewn to my cabin, where Shcga having heard

of her arrival was sitting crying in readiness, she began with

her niece to howl most wofully, I however put a stop to

this ceremony, for such it certainly was, under the plea of

its disturbing th» child. The arrival of a pot of smoking

walrus-flesh soon brought smiles on all faces but that of

Takkcelikkoeta, who refused food and sat sighing deeply

the others ate, chatted, and laughed, as if nothing but eat-

ing was worth thinking of. Dinner being over, I received

thanks for burying the woman in such a way that neither

wolves, dogs, nor foxes could dig her np and eat her, foi

all were full of the story of Keimooscuk, and even begged


