
foothold north of tho roliiinhia river. T will now cito ouo

instance showing- tho behavior of the ediapanv's rei)resentativert

towards Anieriean inindp-ants. In the fall of 1S44 a iarj^e

l);;rty of Auiericaiis arrived and canipeil at \Vashoui>al, on the

i.ortii side of the river, ahove Vancouver. The i)art\- included

a nund»er (»f tho inctst prominent fiii'ures in pioneer history,

.inionii' them heinji- (leorji'o Ilnsli, from whom Ihish ])rairie, in

Thurston county, took its mime; Mr. Jesso Ferf^uson, who, I

am f^lad to say, is now with ns on this platform, and ('ol.

Michael T. Simmons. Ihish was a colored man, hut very intel-

Jificnt and thrifty, and a generous character; he had rendered

valnahle hnancial aid to s(mio of his fellow travelers on the

journey, and ho always connnanded the respect of those who

knew iiim. IFo came to Oregon, oxpecting to enjoy greater

]>rivileges than wore accorded to people (d" Ids race in Missouri.

It was his intention to accomi)any his friend Simmons to the

Kogue river valley, in Southern Oregon, and settle there, hut

he found himself proscribed hy an act of the provisional legis-

lature, forbidding negroes ami mulattoes from living in Ore-

gon. Sinnnons, for one, was not willing to desert him under

the circumstances, and he decided to reconnoiter Pnget sound,

with a view to changing the destination of his jjarty and set-

tling in this region, should the country appear to be inviting.

Acting on this impulse, he ap])lied to the lludson P>ay ]>eople

at Vancouver to rent a hous(! for his faunly to live in during

the wititer. He was received with courtesy, but he did not get

the house. The company's agent would hav<' treated him gen-

erously, as they did all newcomers, if his destination had been

anywhere soutii of the river, but they refused flatly to shelter

his family unless he would abandfm the idea of coudng to

Pnget. sound. Simmons at once com]»rehended thotr reason tor

their attitutio, and his resolute spirit was aroused. The fact

that the company ol)jected to the presence of Americans on the

north side of the river wat. !n his estimation an additional rea-

son for executing his jnirposo. lie resolved to come, and come

he did. For lack of provisions and facilities he failed in his

first attempt to cross from the Cowlitz river to the lieadwaters

of Pugot sound, but undaunted, he ])ersevor(Hl, and finally, in

the fall of 1845, he and his i)arty overcame all obstacdes and

made the first settlement at and near Tumwater. All honor is

due to Simmons and Bush and Ferguson, and the intrepid ])io-

noers of their class, who rendered services to our country oi tho

greatest importance, by refusing to be crowded out of any por-

IS


