
an EugUab Protestaut and Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rler a French Catbollo ? We know that one
word or two, fullinjj at a particular mo-
ment from the lips of a man occupying the
position whlcli the hon. gentleman then
held, are more pregnant and more effective

for evil than ii whole tirade of religlouH ap-

peals by smaller men.
It has been said, Mr. Speaker, tliat during

the eh. 's of ISiMJ the French Liberal

party resorted to racial and disloyal ap-

peals.

Some bon. MIOMHIOKS. Hear, hear.

Mr. BOUU.VSSA. It lias l)eeu stated that

during the elections of tS'.Ki all the French
Catholics in tlie province of Quebec, sun-
porting tlie I. literal party, appealetl to the
French electorate in this way : IMit into

power Sir Wilfrid Laurier, a Frendimaii
and a Uonum Catholic, and he will certain

ly settle the question better tlian Sir Oliar-

les Tupper couid. an KiiKlisliinan and i Pro-

testant. Well, during tlie elections of \HW I

looked after my election. I went througli

some of tlie surroundinir counties and 1

n-ad a good many newspaper articles. Of
co\n'se, some of those articles bad a belli-

cose tone, fully equal to that of the news-
pjiper articles supporting' bou. u'eutli'inen

opposite. But I tliink it would 1>e cliildlsb

fov real statesmen to come liere and fro

tluough all tlie columns of newspapers t<-

try to i)rove that one party or tlie other lieid

feelings that the i)eo|)l(> really never enter-

tained and v-lilcb were really never giv(!U

utterance to by tin- leadlntr men ol' either

party.
Sir, what was Ibe argument of the French

Liberal candidates of the province of Que-

bec as lo the school question. When the IMII

came up for tin* second reading in 189(1 and
the leader of the opposition of that day, fol-

Idwed by the large nm.lority of bis party,

voted ngninst the second reading, bon. gen-

tlemen opposite knew, and their news-
ptiperx knew, and their stump speakers

knew, that the French Liberals had nt)t

voted with tlie intention of appealing to

the racial and religious feelings of Quebec.

I am not here to pass Judgment on the con-

duet of either of the great political parties

at that time. I was not a member of this

House then. 1 may say that If I refrain

from passing judgment, it is not because I

am afraid to do so. but because It la useless.

I Dm merely pointing out that the position

taken by the French lilbernls of Quebec
was not a |»osltion that was supposed to

bring them Into favour with their country-
inou and co-rellglonlsls. But they gave that
vote, and In the campaign that followed,

this was their general argument, through-
out the province of Quebec : The Conserva-
tives have been In power for six years since

this Question arose. During that time they
did nothing until the very last session of
parliament, when so short a time remained
that they could not hope to secure the pns-

; sage of the measure they proposed. They
did this In spite of the notice and advice
that had been given them as soon as In

;
1895 by the then Minister of Agriculture,

I

Mr. Angers, wlio thought lit to leave the
I
cabinet on that ground. He told them
that whatever might be their good will. If

they waited until the last session of the
parliament, they would not be able to settle

the (luestlon. Still, they waited until the
last session, and liad only three months be-

I
fore the time of the expiry of parliament.

, They knew that their Bill could not pass.

; The policy of tlie Liberal jiarty was dlffer-
', ent. Instead of trying to take legal means
i

that could not ap|)ly, they wanted to try by
j

conciliation to bring the Manitoba people
' to settle by tliemselves this question which
I they themselves bad brought into the poU-

j

tlcal arena. That was the difference be-

tween tlie two parties. And I say that if

!
the i)rovince of Quebec voted in favour of

the Jjiberals on the scliool question. It

was because the feeling prevailed In that
province, and has always [ire vailed, that,

as so often expressed by tlu> Liberal

leader, an ounce of conciliation is liet-

ter than a pound of coercion. Whatever
may have been the local feeling in one part
of the province or the other, the broad line

that dirterentiated the two parties through-
out the province was that one tried to

setth? the s(;liool question by law, while the
other tried to settle it by conciliation. That
was the real dltl'eronc?.

And, speaking of racial and religious ap-

peals, when we came back to this House
and this governni<?nt tried to settle the
school ipiestlon by conciliation with the
Manitoba government, when tli(>y entered
into negotiations and when the Roman
(Catholic supporters of this government,
anxious to see that question settled, anxious
to see i)eac(> established, not only in Mani-
toba, but in their own province, took steps
to that end. wliiit did we s»'e V 'I'lipse mem-
bers sent, as it was tlielr right to send, a

jietitlon lo 111*! head of the Cbureli. asking
liiin to siMid to this country a representative
of bis high nioriil authority- not to do any-
thing against the civil authority of this

country, not to do anytliing .against the
power of the Crown, but simply to settle

with tlie least friction the religious differ-

ences that had existed between a certain

l)ortlon of the clergy of the province of

Quebec and a i>ortlon of the laity. And
what was the spectacle that we saw In

this House ? We saw members, and parti-

cularly the lion, member to whom the leader
of the opposition (Sir Charles Tupper) has,
this afternoon, tendered so kind a hand, tell-

ing the people that the Liberal government
had ai)pealed to the Pope of Rome to assist

them in ruling this country. Sir. If ever a

strong apiteal to religious feeling was u\adc
In this House, since I became a member of

It at least. It was In this effort to fasten a
charge of disloyalty \ipon the lilbernl party


