
TIIK i.KKAT < ANADIAN NOlJTMW UST.

ItiiKMl. ti) kiTp this Iniid of ' illiiiiit;il»N' iio-siliilitics." as the frrcutost

|{ritisli statcsiniui dI" tlic last L'tixTaliidi iiaiiitd it. fnnii sljariiiur in

tlif liciidits uf t'ciicral iiiiiiii^ratiim.

In the itrcsciit day when the L'liat Imlk ottht* |»fop]c of Canada

and (Jrt'at li'itaiii arc di'r|iiy iutcn'-lcd in tht- sfttlfiiient ot' the

(ircat Ni)rth West the |.uhlishi'd I'acts rc^'ardinj; that country ure

comparatively incajirc, and arc far iVoiii heinu generally known. It

is a coniinon hciid", in luiropc, and I'Vcu in some portions of East-

ern Canada, tiiat a man who could live <uit a winter in this country

»

could L'ct alont' very well at the North Pole, and that the only

variation from thcst; intolleral)l(! Irosts and snows is an etjually in-

tollcrahle state of mud. Th(^ great fertility of the couiitry and its

uneijualled agricultural advantages ar<' left out t»f sight, if known
at all. and on the Tjtxa dixit of the utterly ignorant the whole region

is relcgattfd to the Indian and the liull'alo.

A few facts and ligiwes regardiuL; the vast region lyiuL' hetween

Ijake Superior and the lii)cky Mountains, an<l north (tftlie4'.Hh

parallel of north latitude, now known as the Canadian North West,

may not be uninteresting, even to the wilfully prejudiced, and we
now add a few.

This vast country that we speak of is much larger than tlu? whole

T'nited States east of the Missis-^ippi river, and its area of fertile

land is somewhere over l..")()(»,Oii(l.(H)() acres, which embrace more
soil suitahle for raising the linest grades of hard wheat, tlian all

the balance of North America. ;ind we may safely a<ld, than any
entire continent on the gloi)e. The (luality of the soil for arain

raising'is now r.".idin<r nniple testimony in the .^uecess of the farm-

ers who are now tilling the same, and it is now an admitted fact

by all who practically understand the <|uality of grain, that the

great prairies of the Canadian North West produce the heaviest

berry, and best yield of spring wheat in the world. Wiieat weigh-

ing ()5 pounds to the bushel measun is not unfrequent in this

country, and higher figures than these have been reached in many
cases.

With regard to the objection of dinnite, there probab j never

was a country so thoroughly misunderstood. It is true that the

west bound emigrant on entering tin; lower Kcd Iliver Valley is

not likely to exclaim in the words of Montgomery


