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little FrtiH'l), and many ot the UiisMaiis could. And
(|mtt' a I'l'w <»r till- l''rtn<li and Hfltrians could talk

I*<nulisli. and one or two knew a iiltk- Uuvsian. Hut

no one in the crowd, except myself, knew ni(>re than

one lantruajze except his own. so our talks were always

three- or lour-eormrtd. and the last man to ^et the

news irenerally had it all pretty mixed by the time

it jL^ot to him.

It was while I was in the y:uard-house that Mr.

(ierard, the .\iuerica!i ambassador, visited the camp.

He came to this camp about e\(Ty six months, as a

rule. K\en in the (ierman prison camps the men
had someht)W u >! int'oiination al>oi:t Mr. (Jerard's

efforts to impro\^ the terril)le surroundin;fs in which

they Ii\ed. Some t)f" the men at Diilmen luul l)een

eonlined in various oth*. r camps, and they told me that

when Mr. (ierard \isited tluse cami>s all that the

men did lor a weik or so al'terwards was to talk about

his \isit and what he had said to tluui. We knew
Mr. (ierard had uot the (iermaii> to make conditions

better in some of the worst hell-h ties in (.ermany,

and the men were always uhul when he caiue. They
felt they had soiiiethinu better to look f )rward to and

some ri'lii-f from the awful miser\

.

Mr. (.erard was passim; throuul! the French bar-

racks, and a man I knew told him tlure was an

American there. The (iermans did not want him

to see me. but he put up an aiuument with the com-

manding oflicer, and tlie\ finally said lie could inter-


