has secursd the necessary
a8 the telegram would appear to indi-
cate, it {s quite possible that an ener-
getic move may be made to open the
LEdmonton route to Yukon, Mr. Puge.,
ley’'s proposal was to extend the rids
way to the headwaterg of the Pelly
river, whouce direct down streom
navigation can be had toDawson Cicy
and all points on the lower Yukon
river. The Pelly 1S simply the upper
portlon of the great Yukon river,

THE BANK OF OTTAWA

An extending and profitable busi-
ness wwgs reported at t’}he annual
meeting of the Bank of Ottawa. A
full report of which is given in this
Issue of The Commercial. The net
earnings amountod to $201,488, - or
over 138 per cent on the paid up cap-
ftal of $1,600,000. Dividends equal
to 9 per cent on the capital were
declared; $60,000 was. added to the
rest, bringing wthat fund up to $1,-
125,000; an appropriation was made
for the penslon fund; and over $1i5,~
000 was carried forward to tho good
of profit endloss. A branch has
been opened in Toronto, aud it has
been declded to issue, as clrcumstances
warrant, new stock to tho extent of
5,000 shares, making the capital $2.-
000,000. The Bank of Ottawa mal-
agement has achieved a reputation
for care and succoss that the facts

laid before the sharebolders will
enhance. '
Regarding the lInterests of the

bank In the west,” Mr. J. B. Mouk,
manager of the RVinnipeg Dbraneh,
reports that tho past year has bzen
a very favorable one with them and
they bave every reason to feel sat-
isfied with the business done.

British Columbia Business
Review.

Vancouver, B. C., Dec, 18.—Business
continues well up to the average of
previous years in British Co.umbla,
Tliere are no changes ol importance in
the markets. Creamery butter Is re-
tailing at 85 cents and eggs ot 40
cents. Butcliors have bien supplied up
to thie present time this season with
British Columbia, cattle, owing to
bigh prices-prevalling in Mamtoba. The
British Columbia suppy, fiowever, is
scarcely equal to tho demand, and by
tho commencement of apother year,
Manitoba, will be called upon, prices
pdvencing In consequence, Game is at
present cheaper tbhan fresh meat in
British Columbia., The best cuts of
venison can bo secured for & ceuts a
pound retail, and a brace of fat Aal-
lard ducks for 35 cents, The market
is almost bare of frult. Jobbers stato
that flour has wadvanced, but they
have not yet changed the price in the
local market.

support, )
" indication

THE COMMERCIAL

Retallers clalm that there is every
of the coming Chylstmas
trade belng In exeens of any provious
year. Monoy is falr, and collections
are very gowl. The following prizes
wero quoted at yosterday's Now West-
inster markot. Butter advanced e,
Iggs scarco and firm., Vegotables und
apples qulet. Hens, a.lve, $4.60 o doz.;
dead. 60c, each. Chickens, §3.50. Beef,
hindquarters, 7¢.; forequarters, 5c.;
Pork. whole, 6 1-2¢c. ;Mutton cuts, 10c,
Veal, dressed, 7 to 8c. Bggs, 500, But-
ter, per roll, 1 3-¢ pounds, 60c. Hay,
$18.00. Bariey, $26.00; “Wheat,
180.00. P.as, $30,00. Oats, . 22,00,
Potatoos 76 cents a sack, carrots $0
cents o, eack, turnips 50 cents a sack,
onlons $1, parsuips 75 cents, boets 76
centy, cubbage G0 cents, apples 86
cents, pears 75 ceunts, pumpkins 15 to
25 cents each.

Shipping is quite up to the average,
there belng at present uine vessels
loading at B. C, .

The seagorr” of rain has commenced
i Vapcouver and there is overy indl-
cation that the winter will bo »an
openr one. TFarmers report that the
ciops lhave been fajr apd prices good
and that results will be more favor-
alle to them than for the past four
peasoNs.

The citles seem to be making littlo
meparation, for the contemplated
Klondike rusti, tho premonitary xys-
tems of which gre already being felt,
I Vanecouver some of the principal
totels haye been oblged to send would-
Lo guests elsewhere, while other hotels
are reating rooms in adjoining blocks
to accommodate those applying for
louging. Most of the new comers are
waiting for the early spriug excur-
slons to the Yukon. Thoy are well
te do and are spending money freely
witlh lucal mercbants. Meanwutle
fasth in the 1apid growth of Vancouver
end Victoria is apparent by capital
coming in from Englapd, the TUnited
States aud Japan for investment in
inglde bu:iness property.

Typewriters

It is rumored that there will shortly
be & big reduction in -the price of
typewriters, owing to cutting betiveen
thoe comb.ie and independent factories
i the Unjted States. There should
be plenty of room for g, reduction in
the price of these goods. Tho present
prices certainly seem out of proportion
to the cost of the machines,

Winnipeg Trade with Yukon

AMessrs. Merrick, Anderson & Co.,
wholesale merchants, Winnipez, have
just received tlieir first letter order
from the Yukon. It is dated Dawpon
City, Sopt. 25th, and calls for a com-
nicto sct-of tinsmith'’s tools, macbines
and supplies.  The party ordering

-~
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statez: that he sces a good opening
thiere for that branch of busine 5. No
doubt Winnfgeg will 1: time Jdo agoeod
trade with the north country, aund
whert wo have o route opened thbs »ido
of the mountains, thie bulk ol the trade
of the great north wilt come to Winuje

neg. v o,

Manitoba Wheat Movement,

Recelpts of wheat at Fort William
{for the woek ending December 4, ag-
gregatel 552,230 bushels, the ship-
ments by water from that port for
the same period were 1,224778 bush-
els and the quantity left in store at
Fort Willlnm was 1,225,647 bushels.

For the corresponding week lasb
year receipts were 171,442 bushels,
shipments were 783,752, and In store
1,547,081 bughels.

For the week ending December 11,
receipts of wheat at Fort William
weoro 483,246 buslels; shipments were
1,053,115 bushels; and stocks in store
540,592 bushels.

Final Manitoba Crop Report

The figal crop bulletin oi the pro-
vincial department of agriculture for
this yeaxr was Issued Monday. It con-
tains a review of prevalling conditions
of the agricultural industry of Man!-
toba, and interesting statistics cone
cerning grain, butter and cheese pros
duction and tive stock trade during
the year, ‘The tenor of the informae
tion given Is of a highly grathying
character, showing that the province
is making rapid strides in che onward
march ot progress, and that the til-
lers of the soil have enjoyed o most
prosperous seasou. for the purpcso
of gathering the stavistics the prov-
Ince is divided into five districts as fol-
lows: 1]

The Northwestern district com-
prises tho municipalities of Fall river,

Boulton, Russell, Silver (reek, Russ-
burn, Eillce, Birtle, Shoal L. ke,
Strathclair, Harrison, Clan Wihiam,

Archie, Minlota, Oak River, Blancu-
ard, Saskatchewan, Odanalh and the
Lake Dauphin distriot.

The South Western—Wallace, Wood-
worth, Daly, Elton, Cornwallis,
Whiteliead, Sifton, Pipestone, Glen-
wood,, Oakland, Arthur, Winchester,
Morton, Turtle Mountain, Riverside,
Cameron and Whitewater. .

The North Central—Rosedale, Lans-
downe, * Westh, urue, Nourth Cypress,
North Norfolk, Langford, l'ortage la
Praire, St. Francois Xavier, Wood-
lands, St. Laurent and Posen.

The South Central—South Cypress,
South Norfolk, Dufferin, Morris, Mont-
calm, Rhineland, Stanley, Pembina,
Lorne, Loulse and Argyle,

The Eastern—Gimli, Rockwood, St.
Andrews, St. Clement, St., Paul,
Springfield. Xildonan, $t. Bouiface, As-
sinibola, Tache, Macdonald, Richot, De
Salaberry, Hanover, La Broquerie,
Frankiin and Rosser,

The estimated yield of grain of all
kinds, a8 given in the August bulletin
has not been realized. Crops were
lighter on the ground, less straw, and
heads not so woll filled as was ex-
pected on the 1st of August. Actual
ylelds for the year arenow given, The



