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“ Ah-yi!” he responded. * It’s here
we go, gals, to the wedding."

¢ [ knowed we conld count on ‘im,"
said the voice of Tip \Watson.

“Yes,” said Sid Parmalee, “1
knowzd it so well that I fotch a oxtry
hcas.”

 \Where are weo going 1" Woodward
saked.

“1Well,” said Parmalee, *the bLoys
Jaid oft for to bave somo fan, an’it’s
done got so these times that when a
fetler ants fun he's got to git furder
up the mounting."”

If the words were cevasive, tho tone
was far more s0, but \Woodward paid
little attention to cither. e had the
air of man accustomed to Leing called
up in the early hours of the .morning
to go forth on inysterious expeditions

A bright fire waiblaziog 1n Poteet’s
kitchen, and the light, streaming
through the wide doorway, illuminated
the tops of the treces on the cdga of the
clemiog. Upon this background the
shadows of the women, black and vast
—Titanic indeed—were projecied a3
they paseod to and fro. From within
there came a sound ax of the cicape of
steam from some huge engine; but the
men waiting nn the onuide konew that
the fryiag.pan was doing its perfect
work.

The meat sizzled and firied; the
sbadows in the tops of the trees kept
up what scemed to be a perpetual
promenade, and tho men cutside waited
patiently and silently. Qhis silence
oppressed Woodward., e know that
but for his presence the mountainers
would be consulting together acnd
cracking their drv jokes. Ie spite of
tke fact that he recognised in the
curious icpasivencss of these people
the fundamental qualitiss of courage
aud endarance, ho resented it as a
barrier wbich he had zever been able
to Lreak dows. lc wounld bare pre-
ferred violencc of somesort. Hecould
wmeet rage with rage, and give blow for
blow, but how washe to deal with the
reservo by which be was surronaded $
He waz not physically helpless, by any
meaas, but the fact that he had no
remedy against theattitude of the men
of Hog Mocnlain chafrd him almost
beyond exdurance. He waa emphatical-
ly a man of action—{ull of the cnter-
Prices usually set in wotion by a bright
inied, » quick temper, aud ready cour-
ago; hiat, measured by the impamive-
ness which these men bad apparentiy
borrowed from the vast agrremive
silences that givestrengthand grandenr
to their mountains, how trivial, who
coatemptible all his activities seemed
to be!

Bat the frying was over after a
while. The Titanic shadows weat to
roost in the tops of the treex, and Tes-
gue Poteet and his friends. iacluding
Deputy Wood . ook ibemselves
aud their fricd meat off up the moan-
tain, and the raid followed sbhortly
after. I wase carefully-planned raid,
and deserved to Le called a formidabic
ove. Like many snother similar co-
terprisc it was a fallare, 5o far as the
purpoecs of the Goverzment were con-
cerned, but falcor circamstance made
it iawoas iv the political aanals of that
period.  Filtoen men, armed with car-
%acs, Tode up the moantain. They
were fall ol tbe spirit of adventare.
They felt the strong arm of the law
bebind them. They knew they were
depended upon to make some sort of
demonatration, and this, togsther witl
s dram too much here and there, mmade
them s trilde reckicss and noisy.  They
bad boen tacght to believe that they
were in search of outlaws. They
caught from the otficers who organised
them something of the irritation whkich
was the natural rosslt of 20 many frait-
less attempts to bring Hog Mountaia
to terms. They bLetrayed a sad lack
of discretion. Mmﬂdd&dr
weapous in the fright aces of wo-
men and ckildrai‘ and made many
foolish mistakes which need not be de-
tailed here.

They rode noiiily over the mountain,
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makiog a circle of Patlicm’s Summit,
and found nothing. They over
the precipitous verge of Prather’s JMill
Road, and saw notbing. They paused
occasionaly (o listen, and heard no-
thing. They pounond upon a lonel;
pediar who waa toiling acroes thbe
mountsin with his pack upon his back,
and plied him with questions concern-
ing the Moonshiners. This pedisr ap.
peared (o be a very iguonant fellow
indeed. He knew his name was Jake
Coben, and that was about all. He
bad never crorsed Iog Morntain be-
fore, and, so help bix gracious, be
would never cross it azain.  Theroads
were all roazh and the ladies were all
queer.  As for the latter—weil, grest
Jingo ! they would scarcely look at his
most beautifu! collection of shawls and
ribbons and laccs, let alone buy them.
In Vilia Ruy (or, as Coben called i,
**Feel Hofray ") he had beard that
Teague Poteet had been arrested and
carried to Atlanta by a man named
Woodward. Noonchad told him this;
he beard le talking about it when.
ever he went in Villa Rsy, .ad there
scemed to be a good deal of excitement
ia the settlement.

Cohen was a droll cuziomer, the
savenue officers thought, aad the lenger
ther chatted with him the droller he
became. First and last thcy drew
from him what they considered 0 be
some very important information. bet
mos? important of all was the report of
the arrost of Teague Potoet. The de-
puatiescongratulatedthemaelves.  They
undersiood the sitoation thoroughkly,
std their course was perfoctly plain.
Poteet, in endesvoricg o cscape
from them, had fallen in the clulchee
of Woodward, sud their bost plan was
o overtake the latter before he reach:
ed Allanta with kis prize, acd thus
share in the benoar of the capture
With this purpose in view, they took
s dram all round acd tumed their
horee's beads down the mountain.
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