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The society of Edinburgt at this period when Brougham was
beginnting life was partieularly delightful. The city was rich
in talent, full of men distinguished in literature, science, and
philosophy, artong them-to name only a few--Walter Scott,
Playfair, Dugald Stewart, Lord Monboddo, Jeffrey, Ilorner,
Brown, Murray, Henry Erskine. The war with France kept the
British from. the Continent and Edinburgh becamne a favour'ite
resort for residence and education. Sydney Smith-then a
young parson with a pupil in charge-was one of those who
thus put into the port of Edinburgh. Society, he lsays, was

upon -the most easy and agreeable footing. The Scotch were
noither ricli nor ashamed of being poor, and there was flot the
same struggle for display which so spoils the Qharmi of London
society. Few deys passed without friends meeting either in
eich other's houses or in what were thon very common-oyster
cellars-whero the most delightful littie suppers used to be
givon in which every subject was discussed with a freodom im-
poisible in large societies, and with a candour only foulid where
.lin fight for truth a*nd rnot for victory. Not the least attractive
part of Edinburgh society were the old Scotch gentlewomen of
the period-a delightful set--strong-headed, warm-hearted, high-
spiri'ted, who dressed ard spoke and did exactly as they chose.
Brougham 's grandmnother was one of these, and to bier lie used

V to say hie owed everything. 0f course this society-like that of
every epoeh--had its failings, graphically described in Lord
Cockburn 's Menioriale of My Time. To drink and swear were
considered the marks o! a gentleman, and tried by this test, no-
body who had flot; seen tham could be made to believe-as Lord
Oockburn remarkàa-how many genitiemen there were. Nothingî
was more eommon, for instance, than for gentlemen, who had
dined with the ladies and meant to rejoin them, to got drunk-
a state of things due largely to the fashion of "Toasts" and
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