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Neyer Knew
How Bad
WVe Were

The Eye of
.4NeeZZo

of religions fervour, especîally axnongst the young and that
the whole community should be purgod of its ungodiucas,
its worldliness, its deadly indifferonce to things spiritual.

Inidierent we must have been in normal times, for we neyer
knew how bad we were until the revivalists came along and
told us. Thon we realized the enormity of our offenees and
the lîttie chanc~e we had of entering the pearly gates. Some
of us who did not profess to have any religion, and others of
us who were Proabyterians, attended dancos occasionaily'and
iudulged i s0 frivolous and sinful pastimos asplayig cards,
uiugixig secular songs, going Wo races, and, most of ail, idul-
ging i strong drink. And there were as weil the secret sins.
On them the revivalists always laid great stress. Sins known
only by oursolves and Cod! That is wýhere the revivalists
struek homo, where they touched everybody. Secretly we al
were more or less covetous, solfish, lustful, deccitful, jealous,
avaricious, With those sins i our hearts we dare not, méet
Cod face te face. We dare not meet even our feilow mon. We
had Wo slink away, with lowered heads, abashed by our owu
secret vices, smitten by our own 'consciences. Wo might lie
and cheat and steal and net bo revealed,. BUut God knew.
We might hoard our treasures and heap up ou 'r gold, but it
was easier for a camel to go through the oye of a neodie than
for a rieh mnan te enter into the Kigdom of God.

The oye o>f a needie 1 What did Jesns mean tliat day as he
spoke these words, standing ou the coast of Judea beyond
Jordan, after the rieh young man had gene away sorrowful,
having great poseins? Did he mea», as some held, that
it is easier for a icamel Wo go through the Needlo's Sye, a
smail gato in the walls of Jerusalom, wbich ia possible, or
did ho mea», as others held, that it is easier for a camel Wo
go through the eye of a sewing neeile, which is impossible t
If ho ineant a sewing needie, thon the rich man had no chance.
But we wero not content Wo lot it go at that, for in Matthew
XIX, 29, it says: "Thon said Jeans uuto his disciples, Verlly I
say mite you, that a rich mn shall hardly enter the kingdom
of hoaven>. We were enjoied by Charlie, the aguiostic, and
by Mrs. Hammill, au arch critie, Wo observe that here Jesus
plainly indicates that a rieh mn may enter, though hardly,
into the kingdom. If au, thon, what else but the Needlo's Eye
eould Jesus mean ivhen ho mnûes the comparisou in the neit
verso? Lfrs. Eammill, who awed us by lier knowledge of


