‘.‘ge] r 'YE
-eft obligé desen tenir 3 la lettre d'un
d'un txaxtc dont la condition effen-
ticlle, le ffatw qus, n'eit pas obfervé
par Paugre partie coniraltante. Le
raité d’Amiens a été confidéré com-
me nul et non avenu par.le Gouver-
rement Frangois, puifque les enva-
hiffemens de cette puifiance lui don-
nent fur la Grande Bretagne les avan-
tages que cette derniére puiflance
n’a point confenti alni céder.  Sila
Grande Bretagpe s’emparoit - d'une
province des Ites-Unis, la France
anroit inconteftablement le droit de
lui déclarer la guerre, quoique P'inté-
gritd des Lrats-1Tnis ne foit pas ga-
vantie par le traité d’Amiens, parce-
que cet envzhiflement feroit une vio-
lation dn traité d’Amiens, quia fixé
Ja puiflince refpective des deux parties
contraCtantes fur un piled diiérenc
de ce qu’il feroit, fi ' Angleerre ajou-
toit 3 fes pofietiions une portion du
territoire des EratsUnis.

et

THE TREATY OF AMIENS NOT BIND-
ING ON THE CCUNTRY.

Sir,—I fhall not trouble your rea-
“ders with a diffettation on the law
of mnations, on - the obligations of
treatics, on the circumftances which
render them nugatory; on the law-
“ful grounds of-war, on the balance
of power, &c.—Thefe are points
which have long fince been fettled
and large volumes have heen written
en thefe fubjeéts, feparately and col-
le€tively—T fhall only ftate a few
faéts to clucidate the queftion as it
now exifts between the contrafling
parties refpedting the treaty of A-
miens,

As it appears that Malta is the
‘principal point in dispute at this
moment, its importance ought-to be
" clearly ascertained. -—B)
" of the article in

f&-gz}x-ds_ [lliS i“and,— it _Would fCCm

~the length’
the treaty .which'
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that the evacuation of it. by Grosts
Britain - was  the principal. object
which France had in view; and the
fecuring its neutraliry and indepen-
dence the only conceflion re\lnmd
of the Firft Conful.—We arce willing
to allow that Maltais of very great
importance, and that minifters ﬂnonhl
not have confented, in November
laft, to cvacuate it. .But how comes
it to pafs, that only four months
ago minifters were ignorant of i
importunce 2 Ihid they then not
know that the pofleflion of it would
fecure to us the command of the
Mediterranean, as the evacuation of
it would give to Trance the fove-
reignty of the fea, and exclude us
from it for ever ! Did they not
know that its occupation would give
to this country the means of pro-
tefting in a great meafure Iraly,
Turkey, and Egypt, which ether-
wife muft lie proftrate at the merey
of France.—Buonaparté feemed wnx-
ious to place it in-feeble hands.—
Qur negotiatérs  were fatished by
being prom;fed a mnmmuc, as if
that could fave it from the claws
of France. "Taking it however for
grantcd that Buonapart¢ had no in-
tention of wrefling from the hands
of the knights, he ftill had obtained
his objeét by excluding us from the
only port in the Mediterranean,
which could be a check on his
ambition, and ftop the progrefs of
his aggrandizement in thofe parts.—
The neceflity that France fhould oc-
cupy Malta, in order to effect all
its government has in view, docs
not appear.  She has Elba.—She can
command the ports of Sicily,—and
probably will, when we have quitted
Malta, make a conqueft of the whole
ifland, in {pite of the knights of the
order, and in fpite of ourmmxﬂr) —
By the treaty of Amicns, certain
poileflions, or acquifitions made dur-
ing the war,
I‘mncc 'md Grc.x..—Brxt.xm were p]n-

were dispofed of—




