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His Company is the Best He
- Has Had for Long
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TWO PLAYS WERE GIVEN

The Tyranny of Tears and
The Will Were Greatly
Enioyed.

Jahn Drew appeared in a doubie bill
at the Princess last night and the most
intetérate playgoer must have felt
that it 'was altogether good value.
“The Tyranny of Tears” has been here
before, but it bears rehearsing and re-
soeing excellently well. - Miss Boland
as Miss Woodward is quite delightfu!
from the beginning of the story  of
red life down to the moment
when she adm!ts.that snoe wants to be
made love to like a healthy girl. The
comedy goes with a fine swing, and
Plitott Dexter as Guaning, Hubert
Dryce as Col. Armitage, and Laura
Hope Crews as Mrs. Parbury were all
remarkably good in their - respective
parts. It is in fact the best company
in'balance and ability that Mr. Drew
has had for a long time.

This was even more apparent in the
seeond 'piece, Sir James M. Barrie’s
“The Will.” It is quite a serious little
pi in‘the outcome, set in a comedy
frge to ‘start with. There may be’
ifferences of opinfon about the wis-
dom 'of ‘adopting the order in which
the two pieces are given, some pre-
ferring .to bave tie laugh last. But
for il; purposé, which is entirely serl-
ous, few will dispute the fact that a
permanent impression will be carried

Prew as Sir Philip, and of the won-
dertul ‘picture pf Mr. Devizes, sm, In
kis senllity, given by Hubert Druce.
There are three scenes in the story,
which tdikes place in the office of the
Devizes, senfor and junior. "After the
first scene, 20 years elapse, and after
the second ten vears. As in “Mile-
stones,” the tragedy of time is not
forced, but it is perhaps accentuated
4n° the ' shorter plece on ac-
count of the briefer action,
Mr. and Mrs. Ross' came into the law
office on an uynknowsn mission, due to
the 'loss of the letter of instruction
which ‘'voung Devizes, seeking to aim

at . the clerk’'s mouth, threw in the fire.
This eepim:vﬂcie is rather weak, for the
letter might easily have been rescyed, |
and the humor of the resultant situa- |
tioy 18 -rather forced for Barrie, but
by and by it is clear that Surtees, the
clerk, had to be posed in some way in
the action. The young couple in their
youth and enthusiasm, only four
months wedded, have come to make his
will, and the wife has more to gay
apout it than the husband. Her tears
over his contemplated death, and her
insistent generosity to strangevs out of
the £200 he has saved, and their de-
termination to retire when he has at-
tained an income of a pound a day, are
Lkeynotes, but -they border on farce.
In the gecond scene altogether strong-
er work is demanded, and is given.

{

Twenty yeare have hardened the tear-
ful bride into a digillusioned woman of
the world, quite immersed in wealth
and society and ambitious for the
future. A new wiil is to be made, and
the * successful merchant, now worth
£70,000, is now more generous than
hig wife. The poor relations are cut
down at her wish, and she protests
mgainst leaving the hospital double
what she had formerly thought suffi-
clent. - “I want to make a big splash
with’' the hospital,” gays her husband as
he puts it down for £1000. In the last
scene, ten yvears later, Sir Philip Ross,
as he has become, has lost his wife, his
son' is too low to be recognized; his
daughter, married to « title, has eloped
with a’' chauffeur. There is a tre-
mendous moment when Mr. Drew,
with consummate art, unstrained
but intense, declares that he will let
thiem all see that he is not broken but
deflanf. Then he turns to old Devizes,
& mental wreck over 80, who only re-
members -the first visit the Rosses
pald to his office, and he tells the se-
cret of their tragedy, the same secret
that killed Surtees, the clerk. “It was
always in them; a spot no bigger than
2 pin's head wa.iting to spread and
destroy them in the fulness of time.”
Mr. Druce presented a masterly
sketch of the octogenarian in this
scene. Ross has proposed to divide
his money among half a dozen of his
rivals, “with - my respectful curses,”
and if modern life has anything of
tragedy, the profound dramatic reali-
zation of the bitterness of life’s failure
reaches it in this episode, magnificent-
ly interpreted by Mr. Drew. There is
nec- moral and no tag. It is left with
Barrie-like reticence to the audience.
Sir Philip has to go on living.

The big audience gave Mr. Drew and
his company a very warm reception,
and both pileces are of the kind that
eannot be Ignored,

AL JOLSON WAS

THE WHOLE SHOW|

Honeymoon Express Would Be
Rather Slow Without
the Comedian.

SOME GOOD DANCING

Doyle and Dixon Carried Off
Generous Share of
Applause.

The entertdinment at the Alexandra
thig’ week is ‘Al Jolson, the black-face
comedian. The bill ‘would have him
appearing ' in conjunction with the
“Honeymoon Express,” but ‘all the gay
kaleidoscopic skits. of that velicle
merely serve as ‘an - effective back-
ground to his iniraitable xmimcry.

From the opening of the evening it
was apparent that the comedian held

his house. The audience went off lit-
erally at haliceck. The bulk of the
entertainment was ‘endured. with - a
mild appreciation until - the roguish
black . countenance . smirked again
around the curtain corner.

The .Jolson comedy is peculiar in
one sense, The makeups and the tricks
are those of the old-time minstrel, but
the dlalect at times wanders into the
ordinary colloquial. This, however,
detracts little if anything. from the
appreciation of his quips. - Tt “is- fun-
making pure and simple; the telling of
old stories, ag if they were new, and
imparting -to new ones an irresistible
twist,

Of itseif the “Honeymoon Express”
subseribes largely to the general -ar-
rangement of an' extravaganza. The
gowns are daring, the scenery specta-
cular. the dancing' graceful and the
action free. These things always spell
a hit in an offering of this character.

Some of the moments are not alto-
gether wholesome and certain of the
dance turns in the oriental =cene. are
illustrative of muscularity, rather than
grace, but on the other hand, the
gongs, piano monologs and trick clog-
gers are distinet hits and received re-
peated applause. b

One scene, that of the race between
motor and rallway train, produced a
splendid scenic display and won for
itself a recognition in panorama back-
grounds.

Apart from Al Jolson, the Doyle and
Dixon duet carried off a generoys
share of the applause. Ray Samuels,
too, protracted the evening bb the calls
which featured several = monolog
sketches, By and large. the enter-
tainment is breezy and enjoyable.

THE GLAD EYE

The sale of seats for the hilarious farce
comedy “The Glad Eye,”” which is to' be
the sattraction at the Alexandra next
week, will open tomorrow evening. “The
Glad BEye” is presented by Louis Meyer's
a%l-Br:tish com v, especially assemblad
in London, and sent over for the purely
all-Canadian tour.

Having commenced at the Princess
Theatre, Montreal, where by all accounts
the play was received with every Indica-
tion o! favor, the tour extends via To-
ronto, Fort Willlam, Winnipeg, Edmon-
ton, Calgary to Victoria and Vancouver.
“The Glad Eye” is adapted from the
French of “Armond and Nancy,” the most
consistent of French’ farceurs, by Jose
M. Levy, whose other adaptation from
the French, ‘“Madame la Presidente,’” is
playing to full business in New Yor«.
This play has algo been staged in London
by Mr. Louls Meyer, under the title of
“Who's the Lady?” and by cable accounts

" it is one of the biggest succasses follow-

ing “The Glad Eye” London las
known.

ever

STRATFORD UPON AVON
PLAYERS 10 RETURN

The Stratford Upon Avon Players, who
won such enormoug popularity in Toronto
six weeks ago, will play a return engage-
ment at the Princess Theatre during the
week commencing January 5, ‘and will
give five plays of Shakspere, which were
not ireluded in thelr repertoire when seen
here in October. The plays they will give
will. be: = Monday, ‘Henry the Fifth”;
Tuesday, Romeo and Juliet”; Wednes-
day matinee, “The Taming of the Shrew'’;
Wednesday evening, “The Merry Wives
of Windsor”; Taursday, ‘“Hamlet”; Fri-
day, “King John'; ESaturday matinze,
“Twelfth Night”;: Saturday evening,
“Richard the Third.” Despite the Chi-
cago critice, who denounced Mr. Benson
because he was ‘‘too Britisgh,” the com-
pany’s business in that city was very
large. all the cultured members of the
community rallying to its support.

Attracted a Large Audience to
the Grand Last
Night ' &7 it

IS A GRIPPING PLAY

Has Well-Connected Plotand
is Presented by a Cap-
able Company. j

“The Confession,”. a semi-religious
play, was. presented for the first time
in this city at the Grand Opera House
last night before an audience: that was
composed of many clergymen and lay-
men prominent in the Catholic Church.
‘The drama, around which centres the
sacredness of the sacrament of pen-
nance, met with a reverential hearing.
This is not surpriging in a city like
Toronto, where the lesson so strongly
taught by the play'is so well known
to. many of ‘'the  population.

#The Confession” is one of the few
production on the stage that have the
unqualified’ endorsement of Cardinal
Gibbona and other dignitaries of the
church,” even those oytside'the Catheo-
lic Church, -while, of course, the for-
mer appreciate ‘more” fully its deepest
meaning. The story not only points
1o the fact that no priest would divuige
the secrets of the confessional, but it
likewise shows the unreliability of cir-
cumstantial - evidence. All = theatre-
goers who enjoy a play that grips an
audience ‘and tells its plot;in a well-
connected manner will find much to
interest them in “The Confession.”
Favorable comment was heard con-
cerning the careful - presentation of
Father Bartiett by James Rennfe, who
has made an enviable record in his
acting of this trying role. Equally
strong and in a measure more effective
was the lifelike picture of a French-
Canadian of the fisherman type given
by Allan Brander. ‘Hig presentation
of the character deserves the ‘highest
commendation. Thad Shine as Michael
Grogan, the sexton; gave one of those
delightful Irish characterizations for
wliich he i8 so well known. The rest
of the male characters were well por-
trayed. Rose Campbell, as the wife
of the man wrongfully agcused, did
splendidly in a vemy trying emotional
role. = “The Confesgion” cannot be
classed upder the category of things
forbidden in 'Advent, as no more pow-
erful sermon has been preached from
the pulpit than was spoken from be-
hind the footlights of the Grand.

It is a play that will have a strong
popular appeal and should attract
large audiences to the Grand all week
and especially at the matinees on Wed-
nesday and Saturday, : S

NEW MILITARY DRILL
FINDS FAVOR AT GAYETY

Ben Welsh Show Has Novelty
Which Puts It in First
Rank.

Ben Welch really brought some-
thing new to the Gayety Theatre yes-
terday- It was found in a military
drill staged by the chorus, Everyone
was forced to admit that the drill was
a novelty and very well executed at
that. Welch, himself, was In fine fet-
tle and caused many laughs The
show was much Dbetter  than last.
week’s “attraction,” and the members
of the company acquitted themselves
creditably. While rather weak vocal-
1y, the deficiency is more- than made
up for by the stellar work of the cast.

PAUL WELLS' RECITAL.

As will be seen by referencé to the
advertising columns, Paul Wells’ sec-
ond Toronto recital will take place
on Wednesday evening in the con-
cert hall of the Toronto Consgrvatoery
of Music. Mr. Wells has chosen a
most interesting program., embracing
compositions by Mozart, Chopin,
Schumann, and a group of pieces by
himself. In response to numerous re-
cuests he will also play Tausig’'s sen-
sational transcription of Weber's “In-
vatation to the Dancé”” which created
80 ‘much enthusiasm at Mr. Wellg’
first Toronto recital. A plan of the
hall and sale of seats is- being con-
ducted at the office of the Conser-
vatory of Music.

Williams’ Musicale Today

This afternoon, at 3 o'clock, in their Recital Hall, at 145 Yonge Street, the R.
S. Willilams & Sons Co. will present their third Musicale of the season, with
Mr, Arthur W. George, the well-known baritone, as soloist. :

The programme will also include selections on the New Apollc Player-Piano,

that is “all but humen”; Mr. Edison’

Opera record by Tetrazzini.

o s .\’T‘\;vll.)isc Phonograph, and a Grand
Admission w be by ticket only, which can be
secured on application at the Main Floor of the Williams Showrooms.

With the Little Foys He Heads
 Shea's Bill This
s ok
MANY CLEVER TURNS
Pathos and Mirth Mingled
Thruout a Well-Balanced
Bill,

Eddie Foy and the little ¥oys are de.
cidedly a drawing feature at Shea's this.
week. Eddie is an old-time fayorite, and
is just his old self, which is the best

praige ithat can be given him. Everyone
is pleaged to see Wddle. The little Foys

are as clever as their sire and promise
to  keep_the ancestral name before the
footlights for many a day.. The troupe
fulfil .all ‘the promise .of the _title-bill,

“Fun {n the Family,” and .their songs
and dancing are recelved every time by
the full applause of the house.

Thomas P.. Jackson and Bernard Ca.
vanaugh present ‘The ' Letter From
Home,” ’'a domestic ‘' playlet by John
Stokles, Pathos pervades the little play
when the broken-hearted husband finds
himself dJeserted, but smiles and sun-
shine are again in the ascendant when
the - letter’ from home, written by his
dear o0ld mother, throws a roseate hue
over existence, and’ life starts anew,
In “The Song of the Heart’ we have
the story of a prima.donna who, just at
the’ point ‘where fame seems to be in her
grasp, breaks down before her audience,
under the knowledge that her little son
is ill. perhaps dving, at the moment. The
consequences of ‘her failure cause her to
give up the allurements of the operatic
field, and she-returns to her home, drawn
by ‘“the song of the heart.” Miss Shirll
Rives, who takes the leading role, has
2 pretty light soprano voice, and shows
some very pretty gowns. The support
in the cast-is all

Other . features are Clinche Relsner
and Henrietta Gores, 1n “It's Only a
Fhow,” “which' provides some side-split-
ting laughs;  Apnita Bartling, Europe'’s
clever and greatest lady juggler; Bessie
la Oount,” the pantomimic. comedienne,
whose act wins her the applause of the
house: Bowman Bros., the black-faced
comedians, and Binns and Bert, who do
some clever gymnastic feats.

RECTOR GIRLS PRESENT

Star Theatre Show This Week
Has Many-Features of Spe-
7 cidl Merit.

3 E

anced burlesque show, opened at the
Star ' Theatrs  yesterday afternoon.
“Oh, You Msrried Men” and ‘‘Seeing,
the Tenderloin” are the titles of the
‘two burléttas! which are repléte with
all that could be desired in the way
of mirth and singing. Such - well-
known artists as Leo Stevens and
Frank Weeson, comedians; Lydia
Jospy, prima donna; Helen Moore,
Trixie Clarendon and Charles Baker
go a2 Jong way toward making the
show a success in more ways than
one. The chorus consists of a large
number of pretty and well-costumed
girls, ™

MARS. ARLISS WITH HER
HUSBAND IN “DISRAELI”

Florence Arliss, in private life the wife
of the star of -Louis N. Parker's “Dis-
raeli”. which comes to the Princess The-
atre next week, plays the character of
Lady Beaconsfield, the wife and. help-
mate of the famous English statesman.
~YWhile Mrs. Arliss has not before ap-
peared with her husband since he became
a. star, she ie an actress of broad achieve-
'ments—particularly on the Eaglish stage.
She played abroad in the companles of
Sara. Thorne, Harry Dundas and Nellle
Farror. and one of the important partis
in. the original production in England of
“Sporting Life.””  Her first appearance
in this count#y was in “There and Back,”
a comedy. bv the way, of which Mr. Arliss
was the author. Later she appeared with
Mrs. ¥iske and following this association
played a character part in Molnar's ‘“The
Devil,” in which her husband made one
of his most notable successes. Mrs. Ar-
liss gives .a charming impersonation of
Lady Beaconsfield, and brings a new dis-
tinction to the character of the English
premier’'s. famous wife.

To those who know Mr and Mrs. Arliss,
Parker's pleture of the mutual devotion
and ideal domestic relations of their stage
characters, is pecullarly timely to thelr
own life.

A large crowd of enthusiasts altended
the meeting of the A, R. Clarke & Co.,
Ltd., Hockey Clib yesterday, to select
their officers for the ensuing season. The
team, which are the present cuv holders
of the Riverdale Manufacturers’ Hockey
League, show every indication of giving
a good account of themselves again this
year. The officers are: Hon. president,
A. R. Clarke: hon. vice-vresidents, C. E.
Howarth, J. Ross, J. Andrews; president,

G. B. Clarke; vice-president and manager,
8. Morris; treasurer, H. A. Sallor; secre-
tary, H. H. Diggon.

TWO BRIGHT BURLETTAS ™" ™

The Regtor [Girls, a very well-bel-|Cusack

Symphony Orche'stiaTCQticert ;

L2 -

'in Massey Hall Proved to
' Be Entertaining. -

BALLADS OF ENGLAND

Welsman Orchestra Was Fit-
ting Background to Work
of Gifted Soprano.

Madam Yvonne de Treville, assist-
e by the Toronto Symphony Orches-
tra, rendered an evenly balanced and
pleasing concert program at the
Massey Hall last night,
voice . of exquisite flute-like tone
Madame Yvonne de Treville was heard

The gifted doloratura soprano gener-
ously responded to many
recalls. Her chief’ numbers included
VerdPs aria “Safer Voneste” and a
group: of English ballads. The Eng-
lish lyrics were charmingly accom-
panied by the Symphony Orchestra
with wood wind instruments.. 1

Frank S. Welsman conducted his
excellent orchestra witly fine effect,
especially in Elgar'’s suite “Wand of
Youth” and Liszt’s symphonic poem
“Les Preludes.” ~

CHARLES SANDERS TONIGHT,

Charles Saunders, the renowned Eng-’

ing, will be one of the longest and
most comprehensive that will beheard |
here this season. There will be 15
numbers in all. contributed by Mr.
Saunders _himself: Miss Clara Robson,
coutralto; Norman  Attwell. ‘cellist,
a Miss Jessie Attwell, solo pianiste.
Mr. Saunders is one of the few artists
who ¢an present in the same evening’s’
entertainment standard popular songs,
ballads and oratorio solos, in a man-
ner which banishes the monotony. so

‘often found in the ordinary type of

ballad concert. Since his arrival in
Canada, Mr. Saunders finds himself in
splendid voice, and tonight’s concert
should reveal him at his best.
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