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Mr. Bourassa’s Views on the Participation of Canada 
in the war—The Past and the Future— 

Imperialism and Nationalism

(This Interview was written by Mr. Arthur Hawkbs for the Toronto 
Star, and appeared in that paper, in two parts, on July 14 and 15, 1916. 
The reader is requested to keep in mind that the Star interview does not 
purport either to express the views of that journal and its representative, 
or to reproduce the lanyuuge used by Mr. Bourassa. It merely gives out 
the impressions derived by Mr. Hawkes from his conversation with Mr. 
Bourassa.)

"Pay no attention to Bourassa. Advertising is what he wants. Say 
nothing about him, and he’ll peter out.” Advices like these are given by 
men of wide experience who offer short-cuts to public policy and patent 
medicine cures for democratic ills. If it is true that the trouble i' Quebec 
is Bourassa-made, and that it menaces the future happiness Canada, 
you can no more divorce the effect from the cause than yoi an disso­
ciate the ear from the blade.

You don't extinguish a man by calling him a firebrand iou can't put 
out a blaze by turning your back upon it. One who has been in public 
life for twenty years—Mr. Bourassa entered Parliament in 1890—who is 
the most persistent, most effective propagandist among two and a half 
millions of people, whose words are eagerly read by priests who live 3,000 
miles away from him, and of whom it is said that 5,000 clergy in Quebec 
follow him as their flocks are wont to follow Laurier, is a factor to be 
reckoned with.

GOVERNMENT FEARS BOURASSA

The Government, which admits it is non-plussed about Quebec’s atti­
tude to the war, is afraid of Bourassa. The sooner the nation has a true 
idea of what the fear is, and why, the sooner can it do justice to itself 
and to the country for which it asks its sons to die. If what Bourassa 
says to his following is foolish, let us know it, for our comfort’s sake. If 
it is subtle and difficult to meet, let us face subtlety and difficulty as 
openly as we expect our boys to face machine guns and curtains of fire. 
The ostrich is not a patriot. Bourassa is not a fool—at least nobody who 
has talked three hours with him would say the time was wasted on a 
negligible quantity.


