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and of that Empire of which they are equally the 
legatees, the close of the War will mark the moment 
when the claim of Sir Robert Borden, “ Admit us 
to your councils,” will become irresistible. It is 
important that this claim should be recognised now. 
With every year that passes it will become more 
important. The Dominions have played a great 
part in this War and one which will never be for­
gotten. But they are still in their infancy. Their 
adult strength has yet to be tested. There may 
never be another world struggle. Should such an 
occasion unhappily arise, it is at least likely to be 
remote in time. And the more remote it be, the 
more decisive is the part which our kinsmen in the 
Outer Empire may hope to play.

Do not, at least, let us fail in the attempt to keep 
our friends for want of imagination

Burke, in a splendid and memorable passage, 
dealing with those Colonies which the folly of our 
ancestors lost, spoke to a deaf audience of the swift 
development of our old American Colonies :—

“ Whether I put the present numbers too high or 
too low is a matter of little moment. Such is the 
strength with which population shoots in that part 
of the world that, state the numbers as high as we 
will, whilst the dispute continues, the exaggeration 
ends. Whilst we are discussing any given magni­
tude they are grown to it. Whilst we spend our time 
in deliberating on the mode of governing 2,000,000 
we shall find we have millions more to manage. 
Your children do not grow faster from infancy to 
manhood than they spread from families to com­
munities, and from villages to nations.”

Such will be the growth of these great communi-


