Frrrow Moy,

TO THE

Labouring Poor of England.

VOUR fathers were free. The blood of many ages purchased the independence of Englishmen ; but rxrrience has taught us, that

it 1s not by war alone, that a nation may be enslaved,

Jenevolence itself

as assisted to vob the English

oor of their property and

personal freedom.  They had once cottages and gardens, with extensive rights of common, all over England : now they have lost their

all. mor can they regain possession of a single foot of land, whereon to erect a shed for independent residence. The ruined cott

ages of

therr tathers wre their's, only duning the pleasure of masters, theraselves at the will of others ; and the workhouse is the heartless abode
ot thousands, who have totled, and fought, and bled, for their country’s renown,

Labourers of England ! It is proper that these truths should be told ; and itis roper that you should know that one R1GUT remains,

by the exercise of wineh, you may beiter your condition, and rescue this, once

py land, from the degradation of pauperism, and the

scourge of oppression:—this s the RiGnT of petitioning the Legislature,—the birth-right of every British subject,

For two vears Lhave been teaching the people of my own parish, how te erercise this miGur, and they have twice exercised it, They
see clearly, that af the people of cvery parsh would follow their example, all that is wanted for the Poor would be obtained. [t is not
the tntercst or the wish of any one, that the Poor should be oppressed : but they are oppressed, and that grievously ; and all because they
Pettioning the legislature is the way, by which they must declare their wants,—petitionin

know not how to ~|n':||\ up for themselves,
by sgle parishes, all over England.

No person dare prevent the poorest man from doing this; and that it ;may be distinetly understood,

what should be asked tor, a Copy of the Petivion of the people of Wily is here printed. No person is so ignorant, buat he will understand

this, ater it has been read over two or three times; and when itis understood, all that need be done, is to write off, from theshort rorm
below, a Petinon, filhng up the blanks with the names of the particalar parish and county from which it is to be sent,

Lhere 1s no parish, but has some one or two Labourers who can read and write, and who will take the trouble of reading the Wily
Petition to their fellow lmmhinuers. who cannot do so; and, as to signing any Petition, a man's mark is as good as his name, written by

himselt at length.  Bae

wnting and bad spelling. have been declared by a very learned member of parliament, to be even more worthy

of notice than what is perfectly correct, which is very encouraging for the Poor to seek for what they want.
When the people of a parish set about petitioning, they should first desire the Heads of the parish—the clerzvman, farmers, &e. to join
them ; but on no account should they leave off, because of such people declining. | recommend this, only as a be coming compliment to

SUPETIors instation, not as absolutely necessary,
1s the peculiar b nefit of the Poor, not of the Rich.

Oune man’s name 1s as

selves; and upon their ownexertions alone, must the hope of success depend.

Every mewberof Parhiament is bound in duty to present respectful Petitions : but itwill be best for the people to chuse the member
for this purpose, most nearly conuected with the parish from whence any Petition is sent. | have given below, the form of a letter, in which
to inclose any Petition, when signed, to be directed 1o the member chosen to do the business. Members of Parliament pay no postage ivi
letters sent to them, nud»lellers coming from them are also free of expense; so that the cost of petitioning need not exceed a few pence,
for paper. It will be particularly necessary to keep copies of all the Patitions, with the names of those who sign them; as it would be

desirable to publish these all together, as soon as many parishes have petitioned ; so that every one may know
who are the people willing to join in the only peaceable way of procuring RELIEF TO THE POOR.

SuewrrH,

THAT on the 31st of May, 1315, a Petition from this
parish to your honourable House, was presented by P'aul
Methuen Esq. member for this ounty, on the subject of
the poor laws, to which your Petitoners beg leave again to
call the attention of your honourslie House.

That vour Petitioners understooq, that, at the close of the

last Session of Parliament, your homourshle House had
appointed u commiltee to take intoconsideration, this most
important subject, and your Petitiners would have looked
with coufidence towards the resat of such consideration,
had not a proposal been set forth, ly the mover of this mea-
sure, not only subversive of bop, but indicative of aa
intention and spirit absolutely aborrent 1o the minds of
your Petitioners,
" 1t was proposed in your honourale House, —not to better
the condition of the poor,--not to ghten the overburthened
wheels of industry, —not to rekinde the spint of indepen-
dence, nor to reciait the wasted srength of the labourers
of Fagland ; —it was proposed to blige them to pay four
pence, out of every ten shillings of their earnings, that they
who have hitherto paid poor rates may be eased of their
burden' When such a proposal hs beea made, and pati-
ently listened to,* in the Britwh Semte, under such circum-
stances as the present, it must be yigh time for every oue,
cven the lowed, to thmk for bimsel,—to doubt if selfishness
bias left, i the human breast, one park of benevolence, or
i any thing like reason 1s to dictat in the arrangements of
civil sociely,

Your Petitioners were taught t believe, that after the
strusgle of wac was at an end. platy would come hand 1o
hand with peace, to refresh the people, who had, with
unparalleled fortitude and subimssin, for upwards of twenty
vears of war, supported the measwes of their Government:
vour Petitioners have been dwappinted, —most grievously
disappointed : war had its horrors but the present pesceis
wmore hornble than war:—the peple in thousands stand
every where wle, famished, dejeced, and desperat-.

At such » period of disappointmen and gloom your Uetition-
ers would brudle in every wichnatio to reproach those, who
bave been the more immedinte iwate ments of brm%:ng down
upon the country 1ts load of calagity. Looking backward
they recogmize the people a. evey step, wentifying their
will with that of the Govervment fostening its ambition :
cheering its victonies . shanng its pimder.  Your Petitioners
wish to bury in oblivion, the follie and the crimes that are
passed they wish, now, that mot urgent necessity pro-
claims that something must be done that, that may be done,
which may not only be safe and hoonrable for the British
Government, but etlicient to the canfort and prospenity of
the people

Y our Petitioners cenceive that there exists no mystery, as
to the grand cause of the present detress,  Excessive taxa-
tion, for a long penod of years, las not only wasted the
productions of industry, but the hinding system bas regis-
tered the price of these wasted poductions, as a dtl_nl to
be discharged by industry, while ndustry, deprived of the
evcitements which extraordinary eircumstances afforded,
lhas ceased 1o be ab’s for such a Yischarge. Under these
changed cirenmstances, your Petitaners bave marked, for
the last three vears, a fatal blindnss to cousequences, and
Lave beheld with sorrow, principlesassumed and acted upon,
with a desizn to remedy impeading tvils, not only, of a nar-
row and selfish character, Lut papably inadequate to the
Your Petitioners coeive that the first step

end e view,

vhich should have been taken, aler peace deprived this
country of its monopoly of trade, and the peculiar incite-
woents to industry, created by aar and  extraerdinary

circumstances, was, to have withqrawn those taxe; which
most directly bear upon the necessaies and comforts of life,
and to have sulntituted n theirplace, taxes npon 10LE
proprerTyY and cREAT INCOME:accruing from the same,
Such measures would not only hate been politic und just
swmong s, but their adojpnion would at once have
evabled our mdustry to cope wity that of other nations,
and would have upheld that duedegree of confideuce in
substuntial stock, wnch was cleady wanted to mamtan a
balance agamst the dangerous nfluence of funded pro-
perty, te zecurily oes not rest on the suc-
cess of trade and wdustry, but n he power of taxation, and
whose pressure encreases as th: strength to bear it is
diminshed,

Your Petitioners hoped that tine and approaching ruin
would not only have opened the eyerof all tothe real sitaation
of aftairs, but have made it the trst duty of ministers, to
have declarca the truth, and to have quieted the public
wind, by an assurance of instanty altering the schame of
tavation With atmost dread, iowever, have they now heard
tie Roval specch proclaiming, that the evils, which assal
the conuntry, syrmg fram temponry canses, andd from the
transit war to peace.  Your Petitiovers deem it ther
st sacred duty to oppose such sentiments, to deprecate

h advice to tovalty, and to declare it to be the very
evtreme of wfatuation 1o rest under such unpressions
| momert, Yoor Petitioners being mostly labourers

{ poor wen, have comparatively Little mterest m the fate
A but as sincere frends to peace ana ;mn‘ order,

v see that which regelates all the comnercial
ns of men, snd which i necessary 1o gne excites
it 1o mdustry, hept in its proper plice; —they wish no
cr to see real property swallowed up and endanzered,
whose encrease, under existing circumstances,

individus

whose narncd

wm o

v a bubble,

most rapidly tend 1o explosion, and whese explosion can
leave nothing belind, but wretcheduess and woe, With a
hanze wthe scheme of tavation, your Petitioners have pur-,

suaded themselves. that certum preposals, if ldwm"
co-operate immediately to vevive the industry of the country,
and in & short time do away all necessity, both for poor laws
and poor rates,
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T — CHENCEI NG IO NI QI ———
To the Ilonourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain, and Ircland, in Parliament assembled,
The hunble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants, of the Parish of Wily, in the County of Wilts,

These proposals are:

1st.  That in every parish nol comprehended in, nor
containing a town of more than cvz thousand inhabitants,
Government shall take possession of one hundred acves of
land, being the nearest clear land to the respective
jorish-churches, and otherwise best suiting the purposes in
véew,

od.  That Government shall pay to the ownersof such land
ils faiv estimated value, vaising one Anlf of the whole means
for this purpose, by a rate similar lo a poor rate, only that
owners of property shall be asscssed instead of tenants,
these latter being obliged to pay legal interest to the former,
during the currency of existing leases, wpon the ameunt of
assessment raised from their respective holdings: the other
half of the whole means to be obtained by loan, so caleunlated,
: to be liguidated by rents and purchase-money, mentioned

low.

Srd. That eack hundred arres shall be divided into two
equal parts, as to extent, and in such a manner, as shall
best suit purposes in view*

4th. That one of these parts, in each parish, shall be
inclosed, and otherwise in the best manner improved, for
the purpose of a common pasture, to remain so for ever,

5th.  That the other holf shall be divided into half-acre
allotments, making one hundred allotments in cach parish.

Gth. That the rmnl inhabitants, male parishioners,
of such parishes, shall be allowed immediately to occupy the
alle ments, ene each ; the choice of allotments te proceed by
seniority.

7th. That where the present inhabitanis of parishes are
not sufficrently mumerous to occupy all the allotments of
their respective parishes, other persoms shall have a choice,
semiovity and proximity giving a preference, while emy al-
lotment remains unoccupied.

8th.  That each person, when he takes possession of an
allotment, shall thereby bind mmsel) to pay forty shillings
a year, as rent for the same ; end at all times (o keep it in
good gavden cultuve A peveom, thve paying vevt. shall be
stiled a parish-holder.

Oth, That as long as these condit: as are fulfilled, no
parish-helder shall be disturbed in, nor turned out of hus
allotment ; and at his death, his son may occupy in his
stead, if twenty-ome years of age: an elier son having a
priovity of choice to a younger son; and faling sons, the
cheice of eccupancy shall proceed te the nearest male relation,
before it falls to the publc,

10tA.  That as soon as any pavish-holier shall have pa:i
into a savings bank, to be for that purpose established by
Government, the sum of one hundred powunds, he shall have
a cottage built on his ollotment (o that value ; he having the
choice of a variety of plans for the construetion of the said
coltage.

1ith, That neither the money deposited in the bank for
the above purpose, mor the property of the coltage when
built, shall be attachable for debt ;: nor shall they apfect any
claim of parechial relief, due by existing laws. A person
when possessed of a coltage in this manner, shall be stiled a
cottage-holder. At his death, his cottage-hold shkall go to
the mearest heir-male, as in the ease of the pa-ish-kold, with
this diffirence, that the heir who takes possession shall pay
to velations, equally wear of kin with himself 10 the deceased.
male and female, or to the menrest ef kin female velation or
relations, if such there be, meaver than himself, to ihe ex-
clusion of others, G certain valwe for the cottage; and in
case mo heir takes posscsion te fulfil these terms, then they
may be fulfil'ed by ether persons who may desire possession,
and whese claim to possess, shall be reguiated by prorimity
and seniority : but if neither velations nor others <hall claim
possession, (hen the cottage-hold shall revert t xGeverynment,
from whom heivs shall receive the value of the collage, and
the cottage-hold shall be open to public purchase or exchange,

12th.  That as scen as a coltage-hol-er shall have had no
velief from the parish, for the space of two wears, he shall
be entitled to a vote in the parush, and have a right to pas-
ture a cow on the commex, fle shall be stiled a freeman,

13th.  That if a frieman shall throw himself for velief on
the pavish, he shall lose that designation, his right to vote,
and pasture ; wor shall he recover these, 4ill he has lived fire
years without parochial aid.

14th, Thet as soon as a freeman has paid into the bank
the sum o) sixty pounds, the same shull be received by
Government as purchasc-moncy for his allotment, shall free
him from che yearly payment of rent, and make him eligible
into parish-offices.  He shall be stiled a parish frecholder,
Succession to be regulated as above.

15th. That all sales and exchanges shall be made through
public medium ; and at once to facilitate and regulate these,
there shall be corresponding vegistries; parechial, district,
county and national,

1(:th. That no person whatever shall possess either in one
or more parishes, more than one holding, and no person
shall have a choice, nor be allowed to purchase under twen-
ty-one years of age; but am heir male shall be allowed, while
a minor, to hold possession, although he shall have no vote,
nor be eligibic te offices, till he come of age : provided alwoys,
that neme of the relutions, entitled as above to a share of the
vaiued property, become chargeable to the parish, “while
their share is unpaid, nor the heir himself, for in such cases
the hold: JA*I veveft to public possessioh, and the residue
only, if dny, O the value of the cottage and frechold, be
paid to the heir or heirs, after the parish charges for main-
temance, have besn deducted.
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at a petition, as aoother s; and in iy case, woat is sought for
It cannot be supposed, that the Rich will be so hearty in che cavse, as the Poor them«

how things progeed ; and

Robert Gourle ;y,

Deptford-Farm, 12thdMzrg’, 1817.

(5th February, 1817.)

Although your Petitioners frankly submit these Proposals
to the consideration of your honorable liouse, they do wot
press their adoption in the letter.  Your honorable House
miay see fit to modify the scheme.  The common pasture
muy be dispensed with, and the number of sllotments may
be wcreased, dimmished, or regulated, as circumstances
may require.  Your Petitioners chiefly insist that it is essen-
tial to the abolition of Pauperism in Eogland, hat sa
opportunity be affurded, for the labouring peaple to acyuire
property and personal frecdom ; both which they have lost
Wrough the operation of the poor laws, and which they
can never regain wnder existing circumstances, To afford
balf n acre of land to all who would require it, would
not occupy a hundredth part of the national territory; and
when it is considered that the poor vnce possessed many
houses and gardens n every parish, and en) over all
England extensive common rights, of which, in many
cases, they have been unjusly deprived, such restitution
wust seem far from extravagant or unieasonable.

Your Petitioners would desire your honorsble House
to consider, what universal contentment would instantly
ensue from the adoption of these proposals, or even of a
wodification of them: what a faud of empl it would
be created : how universally this would be diffused ; and
how long it would continue. Even the early production of
provisions to eke out the supply, before next harvest,
would be no small advantage, mn the t year of
scarcity, and would certainly be obmn«r;.:ﬂmdh( to
the poor, garden allotments of land, for indwidual cultiva-
tion and convenience. Your Petitioners deny what has
been asserted by some, that sach ar-angements in rural
econoiny, would stir up in the minds of the peopie a desire
for auy thing like a general agraran law, or that their
obtaining votes, would in any way endanger property.
Your Petitioners refer to America, where, in many parts,
the right of vete is equally shared among the rich and the
puor, without having caused tie least encroachment om
proper.y,

Your Petitioners, though they most esrnestly desire
to see a wise reform of Pariracent, do not wish the parsh
vole (v yualily Girectiy 10T PAFE.. e, EleCHUND, @il
they positively disclam and renounces what is commonly
understood by univemal suffrage.  They feel that the mass
of the people never could be cornpetent, sufficient|y
to estimate the comparative merits of persons aspiring
to « seat in parhament ; although they could well judge,
which of their fellow parishioners were wost worthy of
offices and trust within their respective parishes, and which
of them might be best qualified to act as parish deputies,
at district or county meetings, whether assembled for
par'amentary election or other business,

Your Petitioners therefore most earnestly entreat
tou! vour honoruble House will immediately withdraw
3ll taxes on MALT, SALT, SOAVF, CANDLES, LEA-
THLR, BRICKS and TILES; contract no more debt ;
pay all nativnal charges unprovided for, by an assess-
ment oa rents and mtesest of noney, i )
ratio of assessment vpon great itcomes derived from
the same —That, having done tis, your honorable
liouse will take into most seriots consideration the
above proposals; and particular! , that you will so
enact, that every British subje¢t, grown to man's
estute, shall have an opportunity of oceupying MLy
A% ACRE OF LAND forits valwe, whereon he may
etablish his freebeld : And your Petitioners shall ever
pray

Subscribed by ninetyseight persons,

| ——

Form of a short Petition,

To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdor of
Great Britain, and Deland, 1 FParliament cssembled.
The humble Petition of the undervigned Inhabitants,
of the Parishof * ** ® inthe Countyof ** ***

SnewreiH,

That on the 28th of February, 1817, a Petition from the
parish of Wily, in the County of Wilts, was presented te, & Wl
received by, vour Honourable House.

That your Petitioners, being well acquainted, and agree-
ing n sentiment, with the whole tenor of that Petition,
beg leave to refer 10 the same ; and most earnestly entreat
that your Honourable House will withjraw all taxes on
MALT, SALT, SOAP, CANDLES, I SATHER, BRICKS, and
TILES, and, so cnact, that every Biitish subject may be
wllowed to occupy MALY AN ACKE OF LAND fof ils
value, whereon he may establish his freehold ;

And vour Petitioners shall ever pray,

| ———
Form of a Letter wherein to send the above.

Parish of ®* ®* *®* pear ***°

SIR
It will be obliging if you will present the inclose \
Petition, to the House of Commons, as $00n a3 your

convenience will permit; and when preseuted, favour e

with a letter, saving whether it hay been rtun‘.
For mysell and fellow Petitioner's, *
To * * * * Member of
Parhament for * ** * *

the .

qE

=15=]

as presented,

* These four words in Italics were expunged before the Petition
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[H. Gye, Printer, Bath )




