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10 A1,KITIAN IHI.ANDKIIS.

niul mmiy to tin; inmnluml of Auirrk'H, am\ were

ac'custoiiM'J to tuttoo tlicir taces vvilb ,i red-hot

rR'i'fllc.

Otclicrediii, wlio nt'ulc a Itiigtlu'iu'd visit in J 770,

descnlHS the Fox Lslmidis as gciKMiill)' rocky, but

destitute oC wood, and aboundinjx with rivulets and

liilvtN uhicli coritnni \ery Httle fish , the [)opuIation,

free and innnerous ; Uving prinripally in holes

dn<^ ni fliP earth, and subsisting on aoa animals and

small sliell-tish, with the wild lily-nxtt as their

greatest luxury

Dr. Ijatliam. in Ins " Varieties of Man," asserts that

the inlmbiiants ol these islands, including Behring's,

Copper, Kat, /Vndreanowsky, and Prebiilowiini, are

all of r'st|uunau\ origin • this he principally infers

from the radical constiuctiou of the language.

To Captain Cook, our own enterprising navigator,

belongs the merit of the true diseoveiT of the Straits

between the two ctmtinents, although, with his usual

good taste and modesty, he gave to them the name

of Behring, in honour of, as he supposed, the first

European who ever navigated those seas. There is now,

however, little ground for reasonable doubt, although

the fact long remained involved in obscurity, t.ha' to

Simeon Deshnew, or Deshnef, may be attributed tlie

first passage of them by civilised man. Iseai Ignatiew,
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