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d£800,000,— a large sum, but how inadequate to meet the

wan's of some three or four millions of starving people?

This serious warning it should be supposed would have

opened the eyes of the country to the necessity of having

something else as a r(^ource under a similar emergency

;

but a plentiful season lulled them into forgetfulness of what

they had suffered, and apathy concerning the future.

So abundant was the produce of the seasons 1842 and

1843, that the poorest beggar refused potatoes, and they

were commonly used to manure the land.

But the blight of the crop of 1845, and the total destruc-

tion of that of 1846, brought the country to the lowest ebb,

and famine with its attendant, disease, stalked through

the land.

Charity stretched forth her hand from far and near.

America giving liberally of her abundance. But all that

could be done fell far short of the wants of the dying

sufferers. The government stepped forward, and advanced

funds for the establishment of public works; this was
attended v^ith much advantage and mitigated a great deal

of distress ; but unfortunately, all the money had to be re-

turned in the shape of onerous taxation upon the landowners.

The gentry became seriously alarmed, and some of them

perceiving that the evil was likely to increase year after

year, took into their consideration what would be the surest

method of terminating it.

At length it was discovered that the best plan would be

to get completely rid of those who were so heavy a burthen

upon them, by shipping them to America; at the same

time publishing to the world, as an act of brotherly love

and kindness, a deed of crafty, calculating selfishness,—


