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in black, qitifuv perfona rijits eft. For all

thefc inoiiinings art- but deceits, and of a

hundred there is not one but is glad of
- fuch a weed. This is the caufe tliat the

ancient Thraciatu were more wife, who
did celebrate the birth of man with tears,

and their funerals with joy, fhewing that

by death we are delivered from all cala-

mities wherewith we are born, and arc

in reft. Heraclides fpeaking of the Lo-

crois faith, that they make not any

mourningfor the dead, but rather banquets

and great rejoicing. And the wife Solon,

knowing the forefaid abufes, doth abolifh

all thofe renting of cloaths of thofe weep-

ing fellows, and would not that fo many
clamours fliould be made over the dead, as

Plutarch faith in his lite. The Chriftians,

yet more wife, did in ancient time fing

allelujah at their burials, and this verfe of

the pfalm, Revertere aiiima men in requiem

tuam, quia dominus benefecit tibi,

And now myfoulftth thou artfafe.

Return unto thy reft ;

For largely lo the Lord to thee.

His bounty bath expreft.

Notwithftanding becaufe that wc are

men, fubjed to joy, to grief, and to other

motions and perturbations of mind, which

at the firft motion are not in our power,

as faith the philofopfier, weeping is not a

thing to be blamed, whether it be in con-

fidering our frail condition, and fubjcfl: to

fo many harms, be it for the lofs of that

which we did love and held dearly. Holy
perfonages have been touched with thofe

pafllons, and our Saviour himfelf wept

over the fepulchre of Lazarus brother to

the holy Magdalen. But one muft not

fufFcr himfelf to be carried away with for-

row, nor make oftencations of clamours,

wherewith very often the heart is never a

whit touched. Whereupon the wife fon

of Siracb, doth give us an advertifemcnt,

faying, {Veep for the dead, for he hath loft

the light \of this life] but makefmall weep-

ing, becaufe he is in reft,

Thcr.wi- After that our favages had wept for

pc:. do Panonhic, they went to the place where

his cibiii was whilft he did live, and there

they did burn all that he had left, his

bows, .urows, qui\'ers, his beavers (kins,

his tob.icco fwithout which they cannot

live) his dogs, and other his fmall move-

ables, to the end that no body fliould

quarrel for his fucceflion. The fame (hew-

eth how little they care for the goods of

this world, giving thereby a goodly leflbn

to them, who by right or wrong do run

after this filver devil, 'and very often do
break their necks, or if they catch what

they defire, it is in making bankrupt with

God, and fpoiling the poor, whether it

Burn the

moveable

go.ids of

the de-
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be with open war, or under colour of juf-

tice. A fliir leflbn, I fay, to thofe cove-

tous unfatiable Tantalujfes, who take fo

much pains, and murder fo many creatures

to feek out hell in the depth of the earth,

that is to fay, the treafures which our Sa-

viour doth call die riches of iniquity. A
fair leflbn alfo for them of whom St. Hie-

ro»»^ fpeakcth, treatingof the life of clerks:

There be fome^ faith he, who do give a little

thingfor an alms, to the end to have it again

with great ufury; and under colour of giv-

ing fomething, they feek after riches, which

is rather a hunting than an alms: fo are beafts,

birds, and fifhes taken. A fmall bait is put
to a hook, to the end to catch at itftlly wo-
tnens purfes. And in the epitaph of iVir-

potian to Heliodore: Some, faith he, do heap

money upon money, and making their purfes

to burft out by certain kind offervices, they

catch at a fnare the riches qf good matrons,

and become richer being monks, than they

were being fecular. And for this covetouf-

nefs, the regular and fecular have been by
imperial edidls excluded from legacies,

whereof the fame doth complain, not for

the thing, but for that the caufe thereof

hath been given.

Let us come again to our burning of

goods. The firft people that had not yet

covetoufnefs rooted in their hearts (M the

fame as our favages do. For the Phry-

gians (or Trojans) did bring to the Latins

the ufc of burning, not only of moveables,

but alfo of the dead bodies, making high,

piles of wood for that efFefl-, as ^neas
did in the funerals of Mifenus

:

-Cs* rohorefeilo

Ingcntem ftruxere pyram.

Virgil, JEneid 6.

Then the body being walhed and anointed,

they did caft all his garments upon the

pile of wood, frankincenfe, meats, and
they poured on it oil, wine, honey, leaves,

flowers, violets, rofes, ointments of good
fmell, aud other things, as may be feen

by ancient hiftories and infcriptions. And
for to continue that which I have faid of

Mifenus, Firgil doth add ;
•

Purpureafquefuper veftes, velamina nota

Conjiciunt : pars ingenti fubiere feretro, i^c,

congefta cremantur

Tbura, dona, dapes, fufo craleres olivo.

iEneid 2.

And fpeaking of the funerals of Pallasy

a young lord, friend to ^neas

:

Tutngeminasveftes, oftroque, auroquerigenleSt

Extulit /Eneas

Multaque prtBterea laurentis pramiapugna
Aggerat, fcf Iqngo prcedam jubet ordine duct

:

Addit equos isf tela, quibus fpoliaverat boftem.

And


