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The moll confidcr.tble place, next 10 Qiicbec, is .\Ion-

tii al, which is fcated on an illand of the fame name in

(hi- liver St. Lawrence, upwards of two hundred miles

;il"'ve (Jiiiebcr, and is nearly as large and populous as that

(,tv. The illand of Montreal is exceeding fertile, and

v.iil iniprovul, producing great plenty of greens, and

Imiie fruit. It is .ibout twenty- eight miks in length, and

1,11 111 breadth. The town is pretty well fortified, and n

imi h more picafantly fituated than Q^iebcc. Thcllrcets

rci'iilar, and the houfcs well built, commodious, and

i.reea'lile. It (lands i.y the fide of the river, on a gra-

dual ealy afcent to what is called the Upper Town,

wliencc you may fee every houfe at one view Irom the

liatbour, or from the fouth fide of the river. The pub-

lie buildings exceed thole of (J;iebec for beauty, and are

coual to them in number. The Hotel-Dicu, the iiiaga-

yincs, and the place of arms, are in the Lower Town,

which is alfo the rclidence of the merchants. The femi-

r.irv, the parilh-church, the houfe of the Rcsollcias, the

Jcfiiits-collcgc, and nunneries, are in the Upper. There

ij alio a general hofpital, and a church belonging to the

jefuits, which is large and well built. The principal

trade of the inhabitants has long confifted in the (kins

and furs they purchafe of the Indians.

This idand and city were taken on the eighth of Sep-

tember, 1760, by the generals Amherlt and Murray,

without firing a gun, which completed the conqueft of

Canada ; for by the terms of the capitulation, all the

Fiench forces in that country were to be fent to France.

Montreal has lately fulFercd by a moft terrible fire, which

cunfumcd great part of the city, the houfes of many of

the merchants, and a number ot flately buildings. This

dreadful lofs inftantly awakened the humanity of the in-

habitants of this kingdom, and great funis have been

raifed in the city of London, to remove the dillrefles of

tb- 'c new fubjcfts to the Britiftl crown.

SECT. IV.

Ofi^'i interior Country of North Ainoi.tt l'\3ud tht prrfnt
' GoVermnent ofCanad,! ; with a conajc .-tcctunt cf the Riicn

em! Liiifs, their Cataralti, amta Dejirtpl.t,:: of tl.i Coun-

tries and Indian Katiom on their Banks.

T\\¥.
river of St. Lawrence is reprefentcd as running

through a conliderable number ot lakes, which

fomc rcprcfent in Canada, and others on its louthcrn and

wellern borders ; but fuuly noihing can be more impro-

per, than to trace the courie of a river through a number

of lakes of a prodigious extent, merely becaufe thole lakes

have in fonie part or other of them a communication by

allreight.

As thefe lakes arc generally defcribcd in treating of

Canada, it will be proper here to give fomc account of

them, and of the Jiidians who dwell upon their binki

T he f.irtheft of thele lakes, fiom which the river St. Law-
rence is injudicioudy fuppoled to arifc, is named Nippif-

liMi;', which in the Knglilh language fignifies a l.irgc body

ol water. It is fcated 10 the north-wcit ol Lake Superior,

in the fiftyfecond degree of latitude. The northern

bank of this lake is a boL>, or morals ncai liur hiMidred

niilcb in length, from the nortti-ca!t to thi fuuth-vvcft.

ai'd about a liun lr:d and liit; iiiii' • bi lad. To t'lu? nnrili

(ifthisbogis a ti Ige ol mountain-, I'xteiiding lioiii tli.-'

noith-c.ili to the loiitli wcH, the whole Liu'th of the

marlliy country, .ind beyond it to thi" w.liwaid ; theli;

are very high and Ibep, mA arc fuppoled to be the moll

lofty niouiitaiii'- i;i Noith America, wheiicth^v are call-

ed the Head of the country. T"o the I'ouih-calt of thefe

riles a Ifrcam, which is fuppofe I to be the nead of thi!

river St. Lawrence; on the iiortli-ealt riles ihe river

Chriftiiio, which luns to the north-eaHward, t:!l it l.dlt

into Hiidfon's-bav ; and fiom the foutli and loutli welt

of thcfe mountain, rif. s the iMilliirippi, which luiis t.) tin;

(outhwaril, and at length difcharges itfelf into the gulph

ot Mexico ; fo that by thefeiiuifs the cou.itry is d:VideJ

into fo many depirtmi nti as it were from a center, which
may be placed at the above mountains.

T he Indians who inhabit the (ountrv round this lake

arc called the Lake Indians, uiid have about five <jr lix

thouland men. T hev chiefly live upon the well, louth,

and fouth-eaft fides ol the lake, and on the ifland., it con-
tains. Their country is of conhderable extent, but of

very dilfieult accels ; on which account they have had
little or no ctjnncction with the Englil'i or Kreneh ; and
as they have no fire-arms, they hunt with bow., ami
arrows. T'hey feldom concern themfelvcs with any other

tribe of Indians, and live almoll as independent as if they
had the world to thenifelves. T"hey never pretend to

plant or improve the land by labour, but live on fuch food
as the lake and the country alFoids them. From this lako

altream runs through a rough, broken, uninhabited coun-
try to Lake Superior, having in :'i court'e fcveral cata-

radts, the molt remarkable of which is about lifteen miles
frori the lake, where the water falls perpendicularly from
agicat height. The river here is a quarter of a niilo

wide, and a rock extending acrofs the llrcani, it falls

from thence with anoife that may be heard at the diltancc

of feveral miles, lielow thefe falls is great plenty of fi(h,

cfpecially of trout, which are very large and good.

At the entrance of this river into the lake is a town of
Indians, called the Attawawas, or Souties, which dwell
all along by the mouths of the rivers that fall into Lake
Superior. T'hey can raife about twelve thouland fight-

ing men, and by carrying on a confiderable commerce
with the French, arc more improved than the Nippillbngj.

I'hcy live in huts built in the form of cones ; the bafe
is generally from fixtecn to twenty feet wide, and the

top is left open for about two feet for a chimney and a
window, their fire being kindled in the center. T'o ren-
der thefe huts a defence agiind the cold, they cover them
with mati of rulhcs, which they weave very neatly, anJ
place in luch a manner as to render thcfe dwellings,

which commonly contain ten or twelve peifons, very
warm and comfortable.

When thele people remove from one place to another
for the fake of hunting, hlhing, or any other conveni-
ence, they carry their external covering with them ; by
which means they are able, in a Ihort time, to crce't new
towns, which have all the convenience of the old ones.

T'hey generally change their habitations in Iprini; and
autumn ; Ipcnding the fummer leafcn upon the banks of
the rivers and lakes, where th y filh and raile corn -, and
living during the winter among the mountains, fomctimes
two or three hundred miles dillant, for the fake ot meet-
ing with a great quantity of game in hunting. They as

yet make but little ule ot fpiutuous liquois ; nor do they

make any kind of d..iik, except ot thcjuice of the maple-
tree : when ill health they live upon the fimple gifts of
nature, and when fick the woods and lakes furnifli them
with all the drugs they ule; in the application of which
fome are allowed to have a fu|)erior iVill, but afk no fee

or reward for their trouble. T'hey have private property,

which they transfer to one another, by way of bargain

and exchange ; which, if taken from them unfairly,

bungs contempt on the aggrellor ; but there can here bo

Utile temptation to fraud or robbery, as no individual or

family is allowed to futt'cr by poverty, fieknefs, or any
other misfortune, while their neighbours can fupply their

wants.

On the north of Lake Superior is another tiibc of the

Indians called the Bulls. T'litlc dwell round what is called

the
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