
Ix AFPETIDIX.

^m

*W^'^f^^

,̂0m

m
m̂
MH

1Vl
iM ' iBm M

with which he spoke of written records. Brant projected at that

time to have written a History of the Six Nations. The genius of

history should be rather partial to such a man.

I find that when he came to England, after the peace of 1783, the

most distinguished individuals of all part ^ and professions treated

him with the utmost kindness. Among i'ujse were the late Bishop

of London, the late Duke of Northumberland, and Charles Fox.

Lord Rawdon, now Marquis of Hastings, gave him his picture.

This circumstance argues recommendations from America founded

in personal friendship. In Canada the memorials of his moral cha-

racter represent it as naturally ingenuous and generous. The evi-

dence afforded, induces me to believe that he often strove to mitigate

the cruelty of Indian warfare. Lastly, you affirm that he was not

witlun many miles of the spot when the battle which decided the fate

of Wyoming took place, and from your offer of reference to living

witnesses, I cannot but admit the assertion. Had I learnt all this

of your father when I was writing my poem, he should not have

figured in it as the hero of mischief. I cannot, indeed, answer by

anticipation what the writers who have either to retract or defend

what they may have said about him, may have to allege ; I can only

say that my own opinion about him is changed. I am now inclined

exceedingly to doubt Mr. Weld's anecdote, and for this reason

:

Brant was not only trusted, consulted, and distinguished by several

eminent British officers in America, but personally beloved by them.

Now I could' conceive men in power, for defensible reasons of state

politics, fo have officially trusted, and even publicly distinguished at

courts or levees, an active and sagacious Indian chief, of whose pri-

vate character they might nevertheless still entertain a very indif.

ferent opinion. But I cannot imagine high-minded and high-bred

British officers forming individual and fond friendships for a man
of ferocious character. It comes within my express knowledge that

the late General Sir Charles Stuart, fourth son of the Earl of Bute,

the father of our present Ambassador at Paris, the officer who took

Minorca and Calvi, and who commanded our army in Portugal, knew

your father in America, often slept under the same tent v/ith him,

and had the warmest regard for him. It seems. but charity to sup-

pose the man who attracted the esteem of Lord Rawdon and General

Stuart to have possessed amiable qualities, so that I believe you

when you affirm that he was merciful as brave. And now I leave

the world to judge whether the change of opinion, with which I am
touched, arises from false delicacy and flexibility of mind, or from a

sense of honor and justice.


